o

/e./\ V alleyWater

i i R

- e
™ .
.:-_."Il.ll.l. .-JI Er
: el e eSS o %
. . W
e - i E: ek i "l'-Fu':;q
gy = s gl P N £l gl R L
o Al - Ca ._W I_-. i
!'Ii - r..-ﬁ ; L 'Iﬂ; e [l
W 1y
o - & -l--\.. =

Public Trails on Valley Water Lands — Policy Criteria and Guidance
September 12, 2021



Trail Policy Criteria and Guidance

e Purpose and Need

* Goals of Policy Criteria and Guidance
* Goals of Public Outreach

* Public Outreach Process

* Criteria and Guidance

e Resolutions to Adopt Criteria and
Guidance

Valley Water

Clean Water « Healthy Environment + Flood Protection
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Purpose and Need

.......

Valley Water Supports Trails
and Access to Open Space

District Act | | _
Resolution 72-44: Recreational Use = e
Resolution 74-38: Joint Use

/Q./ Valley Water
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Purpose and Need
What is compatible?

T

* Water storage * Sediment Removal . Water Quality
* Levees and floodwalls « Levee and Bank Repair « Habitat Protection
* Flood flow capacity * Vegetation management « Restoration and Enhancement
e Aquifer recharge
* Mitigation
/‘é./ Valley Water Attachment 5
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Goals of the Policy Criteria and Guidance

Provide clear standards to
evaluate trails projects

e Clarify roles and responsibilities of
Valley Water and Partner Agencies

* Define a collaborative process

/é Valley Water Attachment 5
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Public Outreach Process

Fall O

Develop Policy Framework and

Outreach Plan

Develop Trail Policy 2019 o
Criteria and Guidance
Summer/Fall O Outreach to Technical Experts,
Public Agencies, Community
O Winter

2021

Incorporate Public Input

2021 Review by Valley Water
/.Q/ \V/e| lley Water Spring/Summer Committees and Board

. Clean Water « Healthy Environment + Flood Protection




Goals of Public Outreach

Awareness ®  Education m Expertise u

Policy Criteria
Valley Water A o = =
Operations ‘ St SR SO Importance of Riparian
S Habitat to Preserving
Biodiversity

San Francisco Bay Area is a hotspot of biodiversity
within CA and the US

80% of all animals use riparian resources and habitats
at some life stage
s

nest in riparian habitats

INPUT IS
NEEDED

/é./ Vall Attachment 5

laka our Survey now
Valley Water Does Not Plan, Construct or Operate Trails.

"é\/ Valley Water
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Policy Criteria
Planning and
Public Outreach




Policy Criteria
Flood Protection
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Policy Criteria
Valley Water
Operations




Policy Criteria
Valley Water
Operations

Neighborhood Work 2017 Sorta Gomoley
Calabazas Creek Sediment Removal

What: The Santa Clara Valley Water District
will remove  sediment from Calabazas Creek
in the cities of Sunnyvale and Santa Clara.
Crews will use excavators, dump and crew
trucks and small loaders. Expect typical
construction noise and dust during work hours.
When: September to November*

Work hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday and possibly Safurdays in case
of delays.

Where: Between Tasman Drive and
upstream of Highway 101

Project sart dates and duration oy ‘o site condifions
and equipment availabily.

Attachment 5
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Policy Criteria
Habitat Protection
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JUA Application requires:

Biological Resources
Assessment

VW Habitat Protection
Criteria may not align with
CEQA thresholds or other
state and federal
permitting regulations

Trail Projects may clear
CEQA and not be suitable

for development on Valley
Water lands
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Policy Criteria

Channel Stability
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Policy Criteria
Water Quality
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Policy Criteria
Regulatory
Compliance

Environmental Process Flow Chart

Is there a Federal
Nexus?

The activity is a
project per CEQA

NEPA not required

Statutory Exemption (SE)
or Categorical Exemption
43

Would the project result in significant impacts? Categorical Exclusion

Would the project resultin significant impacts?

Environmental
Impact Statement
(EI5)

Environmental Assessment

(EA)

Environmental

Bt iy
Initial Study (I5) Impact Report (EIR)

(Mitigated) Negative
Declaration
(MMD or ND)

Findings of No Significant
Impact
(FONSI)

Findings,
Statement of Overriding
Considerations, Notice of
Determination (NOD)

Record of Decision
(ROD)

Attachment 5
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CREENING

1d Guidance

" NO?
Re-align trail or TRAIL PROJECT
modify design to FEASIBLE?

meet screening
requirements

';'O?b ) APPLICATION
N COMPLETE?

missing,
incomplete, or
non-conforming
items

YES?

VW staff provides feedback and identifies
need for additional analysis

Trail Partner submits 35% plans, prepares
CEQA documentation, public outreach
process begins or continues

VW staff provides feedback and identifies
need for additional analysis

Trail partner submits 65% plans,

adopts CEQA, continues public outreach
and applies for applicable regulatory
agency permits

VW staff provides feedback and prepares
first draft of JUA for Partner Agency review

Trail Partner provides 95% plans,

JUA feedback, Lead Agency adopted CEQA
documentation and copies of

regulatory permits

~

©

Guidance to meet the Criteria — JUA Process

VW staff provides feedback on plans,

addresses Partner Agency comments
on JUA, prepares Responsible Agency
CEQA documentation

Partner Agency governing body
approveds JUA

Valley Water Board approves JUA

Partner Agency submits signed/stamped
100% plans to Valley Water for VW Water
Resources Protection Ordinance

permit issuance

Valley Water issues Water Resources
Protection Ordinace permit
for trail construction

Valley Water

Clean Water » Healthy Environment « Flood Protection

Attachment 5
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Guidance to meet the Criteria — Habitat Protection

New construction of trails or trail segments within wetlands or parallel to waterways within riparian habitat
shall be avoided, and an appropriate buffer provided where feasible

Access areas to the waterway or riparian habitat for interpretive/educational purposes, designed to
minimize impacts to habitat, are encouraged.

Trail Projects shall be located along existing access roads or within other previously-disturbed areas, and shall
be generally limited to one side of the waterway.

Trail Projects shall avoid removal or substantial pruning of native trees, and seek an alignment
that maintains a contiguous tree canopy

Habitat enhancement may be incorporated into the design or Trail Projects to offset adverse effects and
create an overall beneficial impact on habitat quality.

/é Valley Water Attachment 5
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Recommendations

A.Consider the January 25, 2021 Board Policy and Planning Committee recommendation to
approve the Policy Criteria and Guidance for Public Trails on Valley Water Lands;

B.Adopt the Resolution ESTABLISHING POLICY CRITERIA FOR PUBLIC TRAILS ON VALLEY
WATER LANDS;

C.Open the Public Hearing to Consider Amendment of the Water Resources Protection
Manual to Include the Policy Criteria and Guidance for Public Trails on Valley Water Lands;

D.Close the Public Hearing; and

E.Adopt the Resolution AMENDING THE WATER RESOURCES PROTECTION MANUAL TO
INCLUDE POLICY CRITERIA AND GUIDANCE FOR PUBLIC TRAILS ON VALLEY WATER LANDS.

/é Valley Water Attachment 5
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Valley Water
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