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PALO
ALTO

CITY 
''IANAGER

April 25, 2016

Norma Camacho
Acting chief Executive Officer
Santa clara Valley Water District
5750 Almaden Expressway

San Jose, CA 95118-3686

Subject: Santa Clara Valley Water District Capital lmprovement Program

Dear Ms...ln$*^'
Thank you for your staff's recent presentation of the FY 201.7 -21, Santa Clara Valley Water District
(District) Capital lmprovement Program (ClP) to the representatives of our Public Works Department.
I appreciate your effort to keep City staff informed of the District's proposed flood management
projects in our community. The exchange of information will promote better coordination between
District projects and both private land development projects in Palo Alto and the City's own capital
improvement projects.

Upon review of the District ClP, staff identified proposed funding for the following flood management
projects within the City's jurisdiction:

. Palo Alto Flood Basin Tide Gate Structure lmprovements

. San Francisquito Creek (San Francisco Bay through Searsville Dam)
o San Francisco Bay Shoreline

City staff is aware of and supportive of these projects, which will ultimately provide our residents and
businesses with increased flood protection and relief from mandatory flood insurance. With respect

to the District's draft ClP, we would like to submit the following comments:

1. Palo Alto Flood Basin Structure lmprovements: Per the discussion at our CIP review meeting
with District staff, it will be important to coordinate with City Baylands staff and local
stakeholders during the planning and design process to ensure that local concerns are
add ressed.

2. San Francisquito Creek (San Francisco Bav through Searsville Dam): We very much appreciate
the District's active role in promoting and funding the implementation of a flood protection
project on San Francisquito Creek downstream of Highway 1.01 and the planning and design of
improvements upstream of Highway 101. The active participation by District staff and the
significant level of funding provided by the District have been instrumental in moving these
projects forward. These projects will provide tangible flood protection benefits to Palo Alto
residents and businesses in the near term.
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3. San Francisco Bav Shoreline: We appreciate that the FY 2017-21. CIP budget includes funding
(including supplemental funding from State of California grant funds) for the planning of
potential shoreline improvements in the northern portion of the county, including Palo Alto.
We look forward to the completion of the Pre-Feasibility Study for Economic lmpact Areas
(ElA) 1 through 10 (which covers the levee reaches within the City of Palo Alto) by the end of
calendar year 201.6. We understand that this document will help inform the subsequent
Feasibility Study to be prepared by the Corps of Engineers. We will coordinate our tidal
flooding feasibility study (being conducted as part of the san Francisquito Creek JPA's SAFER

Bay Project) with your pro.iect team, since there is overlap between the scopes of the two
projects.

Staff has reviewed the District's proposed CIP for its consistency with the City of Palo Alto
Comprehensive Plan and has identified the following policies and programs that relate to the
implementation of the CIP:

Policy N-9: Avoid fencing, piping, and channelization of creeks when flood control and public
safety can be achieved through measures that preserve the natural environment and habitat
of the creek.

Policy N-10: Work with the Santa Clara Valley Water District and other relevant regional
agencies to enhance riparian corridors and provide adequate flood control by use of low
impact restoration strategies.

Policy N-L1: Preserve the integrity of riparian corridors.

Policy N-L2: Preserve the habltat value of creek corridors through the preservation of native
plants and the replacement of invasive, non-native plants with native plants.

Program N-10: Work with the Santa Clara Valley Water District to establish guidelines for
creek channel maintenance that encourage preservation of riparian habitat, including
vegetation that provides shade to creek bottoms.

Program N-11: Work with the Santa Clara Valley Water District to develop a comprehensive
riparian corridor restoration and enhancement program that identifies specific stretches of
corridor to be restored, standards to be achieved, and sources of funding. lnclude provisions

for tree planting to enhance natural habitat.

Staff has compared the scope of the District's proposed flood management projects with these
policies and has determined that the CIP appears to be consistent with the City of Palo Alto
Comprehensive Pla n.
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The City of Palo Alto appreciates the opportunity to review the District's FY 2017-21, CIP and welcomes
the chance to review and comment on future ClPs. Looking ahead to next year, please coordinate the
review of your draft CIP directly with the Chief Planning Official by calling Planning Division support
staff at (650) 329-2404. Thank you again for your continued efforts to maintain effective
communications between the City and the District.

Sincerely,

Gary Kremen, Santa Clara Valley Water District Board Member
Katherine Oven, Santa Clara Valley Water District
Melanie Richardson, Santa Clara Valley Water District
Len Materman, San Francisquito Creek JPA

Mike Sartor, Hillary Gitelman, Brad Eggleston, Jonathan Lait,

Jodie Gerhardt, Joe Teresi (Palo Alto)
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