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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

RESOLUTION NO. 17- 

CALLING FOR A 20 PERCENT WATER USE REDUCTION TARGET AND A RESTRICTION 
ON OUTDOOR WATERING OF ORNAMENTAL LANDSCAPES OR LAWNS WITH POTABLE 

WATER TO A MAXIMUM OF THREE DAYS A WEEK; FURTHER, SUPPORTING LOCAL 
ENFORCEMENT OF THE WATER WASTE PROHIBITIONS CURRENTLY IN EFFECT BY 

THE STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD, OR AS MAY BE AMENDED 

WHEREAS, in California, water is a precious and limited resource that must be used wisely; and 

WHEREAS, calendar year 2013 was the driest year on record and precipitation in 2014 and 
2015 has been insufficient to restore local water supplies; and 

WHEREAS, on March 24, 2015, the Santa Clara Valley Water District (District) Board of 
Directors adopted Resolution 15-24 calling for water use reduction of 30 percent for Santa Clara 
County in calendar year 2015 as compared to 2013 and a restriction on outdoor watering with 
potable water to no more than two days a week through December 2015; and 

WHEREAS, on November 24, 2015, by Resolution 15-70, the District continued its call for 
30 percent water use reduction and restrictions on outdoor irrigation through June 30, 2016; and 

WHEREAS, on June 14, 2016, by Resolution 16-55, the District reduced its call for 30 percent 
water use reduction to 20 percent and increased the days per week restriction from two days 
per week to three days per week, through January 31, 2017; and 

WHEREAS, Santa Clara County relies on water supply imported from the State Water Project 
and Central Valley Project to provide water for the drinking water treatment plants, replenish the 
local groundwater basin, and prevent the return of historic overdraft and land subsidence that 
could damage Bay-front levees and other critical infrastructure in northern Santa Clara County; 
and 

WHEREAS, local watershed runoff was extremely low in the 2015 water year, and the District’s 
ability to augment reservoir storage with imported water is limited because of California 
Department of Water Resources Division of Dam Safety requirements; and 

WHEREAS, in 2015, State Water Project allocations were reduced to 20 percent of contract 
quantity; Central Valley Project water allocations for agricultural water service contractors 
South-of-Delta were allocated zero percent of their contract quantity; and Central Valley Project 
water allocations for municipal and industrial (M&I) water service contractors South-of-Delta 
received enough water to meet their health and safety needs or at least 25 percent of their 
historic use, whichever is greater; and 

WHEREAS, in 2016, the State Water Project allocations were 60 percent of contract quantity; 
Central Valley Project allocations for agricultural water service contractors South-of-Delta were 
5 percent of their contract quantity; and Central Valley Project allocations for M&I water service 
contractors South-of-Delta were 55 percent, and 
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WHEREAS, in 2017, the most recent State Water Project allocations are 60 percent of contract 
quantity; Central Valley Project allocations have not been announced; and 

WHEREAS, the District does not have its final State Water Project or Central Valley Project 
contract allocations for 2017, and other uncertainties could result in lower than expected 
allocations; and 

WHEREAS, the District's Water Shortage Contingency Plan, contained within its Urban Water 
Management Plan, guides the District's water supply management actions for supply 
augmentation, increased water use reduction measures, and the use of local reserve supplies; 
and 

WHEREAS, through careful water management, Santa Clara County groundwater reserves at 
the start of 2014 were well within the “Normal” stage of the District’s Water Shortage 
Contingency Plan; however, due to limited recharge and increased groundwater pumping, these 
reserves were reduced by approximately 81,000 acre-feet by the end of 2014 and another 
23,000 acre-feet by the end of 2015; and 

WHEREAS, the estimated end-of-year 2016 storage is within Stage 1 (Normal) of the Water 
Shortage Contingency Plan due to the significant countywide water use reduction of 28 percent 
and improved water supply conditions in 2016; and 

WHEREAS, the District must maintain sufficient local surface and groundwater reserve supplies 
to meet local demands and cope with supply interruptions from natural disasters and 
catastrophic events such as an earthquake; and 

WHEREAS, even though normal hydrology returned in the early part of the 2017 water year, 
the District does encourage water retailers and the community to continue their efforts in 
managing and using water prudently and efficiently; and 

WHEREAS, the District through coordination with retail water agencies, local municipalities and 
the County of Santa Clara is continuing public outreach and education to create greater 
awareness of countywide water supply challenges and need for efficient water use; and 

WHEREAS, the District must rely on the actions of the retail water agencies, local municipalities 
and the County of Santa Clara to support community and customer water use reduction 
measures; and 

WHEREAS, the State Water Resources Control Board extended its Emergency Regulation for 
Urban Water Conservation on May 18, 2016, requiring locally developed water use reduction 
targets based on local conditions.  Further, agencies like the District were required to provide 
analysis of water supply conditions assuming three additional dry years, and water retailers 
were required to self-certify the level of conservation necessary to assure adequate supply over 
that time; and 
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WHEREAS, the State Water Resources Control Board’s Emergency Regulation includes the 
following prohibitions of water use: 

• The application of potable water to outdoor landscapes in a manner that causes runoff
such that water flows onto adjacent property, non-irrigated areas, private and public
walkways, roadways, parking lots, or structures; and

• The use of a hose that dispenses potable water to wash a motor vehicle, except where
the hose is fitted with a shut-off nozzle or device attached to it that causes it to cease
dispensing water immediately when not in use; and

• The application of potable water to driveways and sidewalks; and

• The use of potable water in a fountain or other decorative water feature, except where
the water is part of a recirculating system; and

• The application of potable water to outdoor landscapes during and within 48 hours after
measurable rainfall; and

• The serving of drinking water other than upon request in eating or drinking
establishments, including but not limited to restaurants, hotels, cafes, cafeterias, bars, or
other public places where food or drink are served. and/or purchased; and

• The irrigation with potable water of ornamental turf on public street medians; and

• The irrigation with potable water of landscapes outside of newly constructed homes and
buildings in a manner inconsistent with regulations or other requirements established by
the California Building Standards Commission and the Department of Housing and
Community Development.

WHEREAS, the District continues to work closely with retail water agencies, untreated surface 
water customers, regulatory agencies, state and federal project operators and other water 
districts to manage District operations and continuing drought response. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Santa Clara Valley 
Water District calls for: (i) a water use reduction target equal to 20 percent of 2013 water use; 
(ii) a restriction on outdoor watering of ornamental landscapes or lawns with potable water to a 
maximum of three days a week (odd numbered and no addresses may water on Mondays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays; even numbered addresses may water on Tuesdays, Fridays and 
Sundays); and (iii) local enforcement of the water waste prohibitions currently in effect by the 
State Water Resources Control Board, or as may be amended; commencing February 1, 2017. 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of Santa Clara Valley Water District by the 
following vote on January 31, 2017: 

AYES: Directors 
 
NOES: Directors 
 
ABSENT: Directors 
 
ABSTAIN: Directors 
 
 SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 
 
 
 
 By: __________________________________ 
  JOHN L. VARELA  
  Chair/Board of Directors 
 
ATTEST:  MICHELE L. KING, CMC 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Clerk/Board of Directors  
 
 


