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Bay Area Leads Nation in Squeezing Most 
Economic Value from Water    

 

San Francisco leads counties, Silicon Valley tops metro areas in 
generating economic value per gallon 

 
San Francisco—The Bay Area not only is one of the stingiest water users in the 
country it also squeezes more economic value out of every precious drop than 
anywhere else in the nation, according to a new analysis the Bay Area Council 
Economic Institute released today. The findings come as state officials consider cutting 
water flows to the Bay Area. 
 
San Francisco led U.S. counties with over $1.32 million of gross domestic product 
(GDP) generated per acre-foot of water consumed, while Silicon Valley led US 
metropolitan regions with almost $504,000 in GDP per acre-foot of water consumed, the 
study found. One acre foot equals 325,851 gallons or about the amount of water used 
by 11 Californians per year.  
 
“Nobody gets more bang per gallon than Bay Area residents and businesses” said Jim 
Wunderman, President and CEO of the Bay Area Council. “Public policy should 
encourage population and economic growth in the most water efficient ways possible, 
including supporting development in areas with a proven track record of economic 
efficiency with our limited water supplies.” 
 
The findings come as the State Water Resources Control Board discusses a plan to 
reduce water diversions from the San Joaquin River and its tributaries, including the 
Tuolumne River. In an average year, approximately 48 percent of Tuolumne River water 
is diverted for agriculture by the Turlock and Modesto Irrigation Districts, 38 percent 
remains in the river, and 14 percent is diverted by the San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission (SFPUC) to serve 2.6 million people in San Francisco, Silicon Valley, and 
the East Bay. Residents in the SFPUC service area use an average 54 gallons per day, 
compared to the California state average of 82 gallons.  
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The Bay Area Council is a business-sponsored, public-policy advocacy organization for the 
nine-county Bay Area. The Council proactively advocates for a strong economy, a vital business 
environment, and a better quality of life for everyone who lives here. Founded in 1945, the Bay 
Area Council is widely respected by elected officials, policy makers and other civic leaders as 
the voice of Bay Area business. Today, approximately 275 of the largest employers in the region 
support the Bay Area Council and offer their CEO or top executive as a member. Our members 
employ more than 4.43 million workers and have revenues of $1.94 trillion, worldwide. Learn 
more at www.bayareacouncil.org.  
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