
   14th Jan º19 

Susan M. Landry 
Landscape Arch i tect

Santa Clara Valley Water District  
Claim for Loss of Wages 

Page 1 of 2 408.644.6936 
Environmental . Architect@yahoo.com 

`Campbel l ,  CA 95008 

SCVWD Board of Directors 
5750 Almaden Expressway 
San Jose, CA 95118 

RE: Request for leave to present a late Claim 

To the Clerk of the Board, 

I am writing regarding the Claim I submitted on December 20, 2018 to the District regarding my loss of wages 
resulting from the problems with my job offer and the resulting outcome of not being able to start work. I 
submitted this claim on this date since I never heard back from Norma Camacho after my July 25th conversation 
with her when she told me she would look into the problem. 

As most of the Board members are aware, over the past 30 years I have had a working relationship with the 
District either as a landscape architectural consultant on your construction projects, as a Project manger 
working for numerous City’s and the County during their permitting process and as a volunteer on the EWRC, 
Ad-Hoc Homeless Committee and your Landscape Committee. Most recently as a City of Campbell Council 
Member I sit on the District’s Water Commission as their representative. 

Because of my long-standing relationship, I was very torn about submitting a formal claim. I did not want to 
hire an attorney, for fear of what that may do to any potential work in the future. I tried to work with District 
staff and with Norma Camacho regarding my loss of income, to no avail. On July 25th, after the Water 
Commission Meeting, I spoke with her, asking if she know about the problems with my job offer. She stated 
she was aware of the situation and had received copies of my emails. I told her I wanted to pursue my loss of 
income but was concerned about what it may do to our working relationship. Norma said she would look into 
the situation. I asked if I needed to send her my emails and she said that was not needed.  

I wanted to give Norma a chance to investigate my claim, so I waited to her from her. In the mean time I spoke 
with Director Santos regarding the situation. As of December 2018, I had not heard from Norma, so I became 
concerned that there was no follow up and I would only get resolution by making a formal claim with the 
District. Without legal advice, I was under the impression I had a year to file this claim. 

Not sure of how to pursue, I sent an email to Director Santos stating my intent of filling a formal complaint. I 
also spoke with Director LeZotte and Stan Yamamoto, District Counsel. This is when I was informed that I 
needed to file a claim. I was provided with the form and made my formal submittal on December 20, 2018. 

My claim states that the District was negligent when they pursued me for employment and in their actions 
regarding this job offer by providing me with misinformation, which resulted in my loss of income.  
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Santa Clara Valley Water District 14th Jan º19 
Claim for Loss of Wages

408.644.6936 
Environmental . Architect@yahoo.com 

`Campbel l ,  CA 95008 

On January 4th, 2019 I received a certified letter from David Cahen, in which he states that my claim against the 
SCVWD for lost income has been returned for not being presented within 6 months after the event. His letter 
states that I may apply for leave to present a late claim to the Board for consideration.  

Per David’s letter, I am requesting that my claim be submitted to the Board for consideration for leave to 
present a late claim.  I have attached the emails and notes regarding the problems with the job offer and 
ultimately the resulting loss of income. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Susan M. Landry 
Principal Landscape Architect 

Environmental Edges 

Designing Spaces Between the Natural & Built Environment  tm 
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