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Team Member Classification  Project Role 
Contact Information 

(Address, Phone and Email) 

Madeline Bowen Senior Professional 
Grade 6 

Architectural 
History 

916.912.4939

mabowen@geiconsultants.com 

11010 White Rock Road,  

Suite 200 

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

Jenifer King Senior Professional 
Grade 5 

Land Use, 
Recreation, 
Aesthetics 

916.382.8402

jeking@geiconsultants.com 

11010 White Rock Road 

Suite 200 

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

Anne King Senior Consultant 
Grade 7 

Wildlife 619.517.2753 

aking@geiconsultants.com 

5901 Priestly Drive 

Suite 301  

Carlsbad, CA 92008 

Leslie Parker Senior Professional 
Grade 6 

Wetlands, Botany 916.912.4791 

lparker@geiconsultants.com 

11010 White Rock Road 

Suite 200 

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

Lynn Boyd Senior Consultant 
Grade 7 

Mitigation 
Planning 

916.912.4937 

lboyd@geiconsultants.com 

11010 White Rock Road 

Suite 200 

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

Caitlin Rankin Project Professional 
Grade 4 

Geoarchaeology, 
Paleontology 

916.341.9126

crankin@geiconsultants.com 

11010 White Rock Road 

Suite 200 

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

2. The following Subconsultants and Subcontractors are authorized to perform Services 
pursuant to this Agreement: 
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Firm
Project Role Contact Information

(Address, Phone and Email) 

Ascent 
Environmental, Inc.  

Air quality, greenhouse gases, 
noise/vibrations, 
decarbonization plans 

Honey Walters 

Principal

530.574.0772 

honey.walters@ascent.inc 

455 Capitol Mall, Suite 300 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Stillwater Sciences Fisheries, wildlife, regulatory 
guidance and permitting, 
mitigation planning 

Katherine Ayers 

Senior Director 

206.817.7112 

kayres@stillwatersci.com 

622 20th Street, Suite 100 

Sacramento, CA 95811 

Convey, Inc. Public outreach Sibil Hatch 

President 

510.847.9603 

s.hatch@conveyinc.com 
1250 45th Street, Suite 250  
Emeryville, CA 94608 

PHA Transportation Pang Ho 

Principal 

510.848.9233 

pangho1@yahoo.com 

2711 Stuart Street 

Berkeley, CA 94705 

Black & Veatch Water infrastructure and 
treatment, desalination 

Melanie Tan

Resilience Solutions Director, West 

510.717.8434 

TanM@BV.com 

2999 Oak Road, Suite 490 

Walnut Creek, CA 94597 

(REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK) 
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Ref No. Description 

1 Santa Clara Valley Water District Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA) (FC 1650) 

2 Santa Clara Valley Water District (Valley Water) Standards for GIS Products 

April 2021 version: 
http://gis.valleywater.org/Download/GIS_PRODUCT_STANDARDS.pdf 

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

 

[REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK] 
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STANDARD ON-CALL CONSULTANT AGREEMENT
Terms and Conditions Template (On-Call Capital)

                                                                             6/1/24 – 12/31/2026

On-Call Environmental Planning and Permitting Services Agreement No. A5713A / PB File No. VW0594

Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement-Capital-PMIS - 12/13/24

Ver. 05.12.26
Page 1 of 61

This agreement (Agreement) is effective once fully executed (Effective Date), by and between 
SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT (Valley Water or District), and PANORAMA 
ENVIRONMENTAL, INC., a Delaware corporation (Consultant), individually the Party or 
collectively the Parties.

WHEREAS, Valley Water desires certain services hereinafter described and Consultant affirms it 
has the requisite experience and expertise, and desires to provide such services.

NOW, THEREFORE, Valley Water and Consultant, for the consideration and upon the Terms
and Conditions specified, agree as follows:

SECTION ONE
SCOPE OF SERVICES

The Scope of Services (Services) to be performed pursuant to this Agreement is described in the 
Schedule, Scope of Services, attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference 
(Schedule). Valley Water may require Consultant to provide all or a portion of these services 
(Services) through subsequently executed task orders (Task Orders). Task Orders will be in the 
form of the template described in Section Twelve, Miscellaneous Provisions, subsection 13. Task 
Orders and in the Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement, Appendix Three, Task Order 
Template. These Services will be provided on an on-call basis (On-Call).

SECTION TWO

DUTIES OF CONSULTANT

1. Performance

A. Each Scope of Service described in an attached Schedule must be performed by 
Consultant, or at its direction, to meet the purposes specified in this Agreement.
References to “Consultant” herein include those performing any portion of the Services at 
its direction such as Subconsultants, vendors, suppliers, subcontractors, and other 
business entities and individuals. Consultant will collaborate with Valley Water staff in 
engineering, asset management, operations, and maintenance units to be made aware of 
Valley Water operational constraints, procedures, or preferences relevant to Consultant’s 
performance of the Services described in the attached Schedule.

B. Unless the requirements for the Services described in the attached Schedule are 
specifically modified in writing, Consultant must perform Services and provide all 
deliverables as required.

C. Consultant shall not undertake any Services not described in the attached Schedule
unless authorized in writing by Valley Water prior to the performance of such Services by 
issuance of a Task Order or pursuant to an amendment to this Agreement signed by both 
Parties.
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2. Consultant Controlled Areas
 
Consultant is responsible for the security and safety of the area(s) it controls wherein it is 
required to perform field operations pursuant to the Scope of Services. 

3. Licensing  
 
Services performed by Consultant will be undertaken only by persons appropriately licensed, 
certified, or registered in California, as applicable to the Services described herein, when 
required by statutes or regulations, as well as pursuant to the relevant standard of care as 
described in Section Two, Duties of Consultant, subsection 11. Standard of Care. Examples 
of such Services include those performed by: California State Licensed Contractors, 
Professional Engineers and Architects, Inspectors, and Surveyors. Consultant shall make 
available upon Valley Water’s request documentation of qualifications and licensing of 
personnel performing Services described herein. Consultant must be registered with the 
California Department of Labor Standards Enforcement if the Services or a portion thereof is 
determined to be “Public Works” pursuant to California Labor Code §1720(a)(1). 

4. Valley Water’s Approval of Deliverables  
 
Deliverables prepared by Consultant, notwithstanding acceptance and approval by Valley 
Water, which Valley Water determines must subsequently be modified due to errors or 
omissions, will be corrected at no additional cost to Valley Water. 

5. Errors and Omissions  
 
The Services may include preparation of deliverables by Consultant to be implemented in a 
public works construction project. Consultant is responsible for any direct or actual damages 
incurred by Valley Water which Valley Water determines result from Consultant’s errors or 
omissions in Consultant’s deliverables, including, but not limited to, any increase in the Valley 
Water’s payment(s) due to its construction contractor, which increase is directly attributable 
to required revisions to the construction Contract Documents to the extent caused by 
Consultant’s negligent acts, errors, or omissions. 

6. Valley Water Standardization Requirements 

A. Consultant shall perform the Services utilizing Valley Water nomenclature, standardized 
forms, software requirements, documented procedures, and best management practices. 
Consultant shall use Microsoft Office software and ESRI ArcGIS software that is 
compatible with Valley Water’s current Microsoft Office software and ArcGIS and 
mapping data management standards.  

7. Consultant’s Key Staff and Subconsultants 

A.  Consultant’s Key Staff and firms subcontracted by Consultant (Subconsultants) assigned 
to perform the Services are identified in the Schedule(s), Scope of Services, Attachment 
Three, Consultant’s Key Staff and Subconsultants. 
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B. The Project team organization chart and delegated responsibilities of each team member 
will be submitted to Valley Water for concurrence. 

C.  Consultant may utilize Subconsultants, subcontractors, suppliers, or vendors it deems 
appropriate to the complexity and nature of the required Services. 
 
1)  Consultant must obtain Valley Water’s approval of all Subconsultants. Upon Valley 

Water’s request, Consultant must provide copies of all Subconsultant agreements. 
 

2) Consultant must require its delegates or Subconsultants to agree, in writing, to adhere 
to Terms and Conditions of this Agreement. 

D.  Any delegation or use of Subconsultants by Consultant will not operate to relieve 
Consultant of its responsibilities as described in this Agreement. 

E.  If any of Consultant’s designated key staff persons or Subconsultants fail to perform to 
the satisfaction of Valley Water, on written notice from Valley Water, Consultant will have 
15 calendar days to remove that person from the Project and provide a replacement 
acceptable to Valley Water. 

F. Consultant will not charge Valley Water for the time it takes Consultant’s replacement 
personnel to obtain Valley Water-specific Project knowledge in the possession of the 
person(s) being replaced.  

G.  Consultant’s Key Staff: Valley Water’s Project Manager (Valley Water Project Manager) 
or authorized representatives may approve any revisions to Consultant’s list of key staff 
assigned to the Project as an administrative modification to this Agreement, and such 
approval will be confirmed in writing.  

H.  Consultant’s Subconsultants  

1) Valley Water’s authorized representatives may approve any revisions to Consultant’s 
list of authorized Subconsultants when the Subconsultant is deleted from the list and 
the Scope of Services is deleted from the Agreement or such services are assumed 
by Consultant; such approval will be confirmed in writing. 

2) Valley Water’s authorized representative may approve any revisions to Consultant’s 
list of authorized Subconsultants when a listed Subconsultant is replaced (to perform 
the same Scope) or a new Subconsultant is added (to perform new Scope), provided 
the firm complies with all insurance requirements established by the Valley Water for 
such work; such approval will be confirmed in writing.  

8. Compliance with All Laws  

A.  Consultant’s performance must be in compliance with the most current versions of any 
and all laws relevant to the Services it performs pursuant to this Agreement, including, 
but not limited to adherence to: all applicable governmental laws, statutes, ordinances, 
rules, codes, regulations, orders, and other requirements; governmental requirements 
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applicable to state and federal compliance with the Professional Land Surveyors Act; 
state and federal Endangered Species Act; state and federal water quality laws; and all 
other state and federal laws or regulations regarding environmental protection and 
compliance, health, safety, wages, hours, equal employment opportunity, 
nondiscrimination, working conditions, and transportation. In the event that Valley Water’s 
assistance is necessary to achieve such compliance, Consultant shall promptly notify 
Valley Water. 

B. Consultant shall provide, at Valley Water’s request, documentation demonstrating 
Consultant’s compliance with all laws as described herein. After reasonable notice and 
according to reasonable conditions, Valley Water has the right to inspect and copy any 
records of Consultant regarding such compliance. 

C. Consultant represents and warrants that neither Consultant nor its principals are 
presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or 
voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction by any federal government 
department or agency. 

9. Occupational Safety and Health 

A. Consultant will perform the Services in compliance with the most current versions of all 
laws, standards, rules, and regulations of the Occupational Safety and Health Act, and all 
state and federal laws and regulations relating to safety and health standards. Consultant 
shall perform the Services in compliance with, will furnish only supplies, articles, and 
equipment that comply with such laws, standards, and regulations. 

B. Consultant shall immediately notify Valley Water in the event of any personal injury 
accident or occurrence occurring during the performance of the Services. Upon Valley 
Water’s request, Consultant shall provide Valley Water with documentation fully 
describing the accident and injury and the actions implemented to prevent similar 
occurrences. 

10. Consultant as Independent Contractor  
 
Consultant will perform all Services as an independent contractor and not an agent or 
employee of Valley Water. Consultant represents and warrants that it and its contractors who 
are performing any of the Services as Subconsultants will perform such Services as an 
independent contractor, and neither Consultant nor Subconsultants nor their employees are 
the servants, agents or employees of Valley Water. Except as expressly provided in this 
Agreement, Valley Water exercises no direction, supervision or control over Consultant, its 
employees, agents, or Subconsultants. 

11. Standard of Care 

A. Consultant must possess and maintain during the term of this Agreement all 
certifications, licenses, permits, and qualifications to perform the Services and prepare all 
deliverables. Consultant must perform all Services and prepare all deliverables in 
accordance with those standards and practices of care, skill, and diligence that are 
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generally recognized and customarily observed by competent persons in Consultant’s
area of specialty in the State of California at the time such Services are rendered. 

B. Consultant shall perform the Services and prepare all deliverables without any errors or 
omissions, and in accordance with Section Two, Duties of Consultant, subsection 8. 
Compliance with All Laws. 

C. Consultant and its Subconsultants must perform the Services in compliance with all 
applicable written federal, state and local codes, statutes, laws, regulations, and 
ordinances, including, but not limited to, environmental, energy conservation, and 
disabled access requirements as per the provisions of Section Two, Duties of Consultant, 
subsection 8. Compliance with All Laws. 

SECTION THREE 
 

DUTIES OF VALLEY WATER 

1. Available Data  
 
Valley Water will make available to Consultant all data and information in its possession and 
control and which it deems necessary to the preparation of the deliverables specified in the 
Schedule. Valley Water will actively aid and assist Consultant in obtaining such information 
from other agencies and individuals as it deems necessary. Valley Water is not responsible 
for providing data and information that it does not possess. 

2. Review of Deliverables 

A. Valley Water will designate a Project Manager (Valley Water Project Manager or 
Authorized Representative) for purposes of administering and managing this Agreement. 

B. Consultant’s progress in completing the Services will be reviewed by Valley Water Project 
Manager at each milestone identified in an executed Task Order or at such other time(s) 
at the discretion of Valley Water. 

C. Consultant must notify Valley Water in writing when it completes and has submitted to 
Valley Water each deliverable as per an executed Task Order. Deliverables deemed 
satisfactory and in compliance with this Agreement are subject to approval by Valley 
Water. Within 30 calendar days of receipt of each deliverable, Valley Water will either (1) 
notify Consultant that Valley Water accepts the deliverable, or (2) notify Consultant that 
the deliverable is not acceptable and must be revised. 

D. If Valley Water advises Consultant that a deliverable must be revised due to errors or 
omissions by Consultant, Consultant must correct, at no cost to Valley Water, those 
deficiencies as soon as possible and shall notify Valley Water upon completion of the 
revised deliverable and submit to Valley Water.  

E.  Valley Water will then review the revised deliverable and within 30 calendar days of 
receipt, advise Consultant if the revised deliverable is acceptable. All deficient 
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deliverables will be revised at no cost to Valley Water and this process will continue until 
Consultant has corrected all deficiencies identified by Valley Water.  

F. None of the proposed changes or revisions or anything else in this Agreement will be 
construed to relieve Consultant of professional or legal responsibility for the performance 
of the Services as otherwise required by the Terms and Conditions of this Agreement. 
Corrections to any deliverable as a result of Consultant’s errors or omissions, as 
determined by Valley Water, will not result in additional costs or expenses to Valley 
Water. 

3. Access to Valley Water Facilities  
 
Valley Water will facilitate access to Valley Water facilities as required for Consultant to 
perform the Services. 

SECTION FOUR 
 

FEES AND PAYMENTS 

1. Total Fixed Not-to-Exceed Fees  

A. Payment for all Services performed by Consultant to the satisfaction of Valley Water, as 
described in the Schedule will be based on the hourly rates, subject to the Total Fixed 
Not-to-Exceed (NTE) Fees stated in the Schedule, Attachment One, Fees and Payments. 
Valley Water will make payments to Consultant according to the terms provided for herein 
and in the Schedule, Attachment One, Fees and Payments. Payments made by Valley 
Water to Consultant for Services rendered will be considered full compensation for all 
personnel, materials, supplies, Subconsultant(s), equipment, and reimbursable expenses, 
incurred by Consultant to perform the Services. All Service requests will be made by 
Valley Water on an as-needed basis, subject to future Task Order(s) executed by Valley 
Water and Consultant. 

B. It is understood and agreed that there is no guarantee, either expressed or implied, as to 
the actual dollar amount, if any, of services that will be authorized under this Agreement, 
and that Valley Water is not obligated to request any service(s) from Consultant at all. 
However, in valuable consideration for Consultant’s agreement to be on-call to perform 
services for Valley Water upon request with no minimum guaranteed amount of work, 
Valley Water will pay Consultant Five Hundred Dollars ($500) on or before the expiration 
of this Agreement if Valley Water has not requested to utilize Consultant’s services during 
the agreement term. 

C. The Schedule, Attachment One, Fees and Payments, sets forth the hourly rates and NTE 
fee, if any, for Services Consultant may perform pursuant to an executed Task Order. 

D. Services to be performed pursuant to a Task Order will commence only after written 
approval by both Valley Water’s authorized representative referenced in the Standard 
On-Call Consultant Agreement, Appendix One, Additional Legal Terms, and Consultant’s 
authorized representative.  
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E. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, Valley Water agrees to pay 
Consultant in accordance with the terms set forth in an executed Task Order. Consultant 
represents and warrants that the amounts charged to Valley Water for Services do not 
exceed the amounts normally charged by Consultant to other customers for similar 
Services. 

F. Upon the written approval of Valley Water, the Services described in a Task Order task 
may be reduced, revised, or deleted. 

G. Automobile travel mileage expenses will be paid at the current Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) rate. Valley Water will not reimburse Consultant nor its Subconsultants for mileage 
nor travel time to and from Valley Water Headquarters and surrounding campus located 
at 5700 Almaden Expressway, San Jose, California. However, Valley Water will 
reimburse Consultant and its Subconsultants for mileage incurred from Valley Water 
Headquarters or Consultant’s and Subconsultants’ firm addresses, whichever is closer to 
the destination, to Project site(s) and, if directed or authorized by Valley Water, to 
meeting locations such as with regulatory agencies, for community outreach activities and 
meetings, for partnering meetings, and Dispute Review Board meetings. 

2. Consultant Invoices  

A. Consultant’s invoices will be prepared in accordance with the terms of this Agreement, 
Section Four, Fees and Payments, and represent Services performed and reimbursable 
costs incurred during the identified billing period. Invoices must be consistent with Scope 
of Services and executed Task Orders; and include the following: 

1) Employee classification and name itemized with all labor charges by Service task; 

2) Summary of the amount Consultant has been billed by their Subconsultants and 
further detailed by Service task; 

3) A description of the site where Services were performed, if applicable; 

4) The name of Valley Water staff requesting Services; 

5) The dates when Services were performed; 

6) Other direct charges and reimbursable expenses by Task Order task; 

7) Other direct charges and expenses must reflect actual fees versus the Task Order 
not-to-exceed fees as stated in the Schedule(s), Attachment One, Fees and 
Payments, and/or Task Orders; 

8) Level of Small Business (SB) participation, if applicable, documenting the level of SB 
participation for each Task Order;  

9) The total amount due for completing the Services specified in that Task Order, which 
must not exceed the not-to-exceed amount specified in that Task Order; and 
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10) To the extent that Consultant is adding an administrative, processing, overhead or 
mark-up fee, Valley Water will not pay for such duplication of costs for both 
Consultant and its Subconsultants. 

B. Before submitting monthly invoices, a draft invoice (in Adobe PDF format) will be 
provided in electronic format by the Consultant for preliminary review by Valley Water 
Project Manager. Upon preliminary approval by Valley Water, Consultant will email the 
complete, signed, and dated electronic copy invoice, including all supporting 
documentation. Valley Water’s preliminary review of the draft invoice does not represent 
final approval of the electronic copy invoice, but is intended to reduce potential for re-
submittals of electronic copy invoice by Consultant. 

C. Invoices will include a summary of labor expenditures, direct costs, and billed 
Subconsultant charges. Invoices will be organized such that the billing categories 
correspond with the Task Order. 

D. Notwithstanding language to the contrary in an executed Task Order, Consultant must 
invoice Valley Water for a Task Order within 30 calendar days of Valley Water accepting 
the deliverables of that Task Order. 

E. Consultant shall submit all invoices through Projectmates or other document control 
system designated by Valley Water. All inquiries regarding Projectmates must be directed 
to Valley Water’s Capital Project Management and Project Controls Program 
(CPMPC@valleywater.org). Consultant must also ensure that each invoice and 
corresponding attachments contain the following information: 

1) Agreement number; 
 

2) Consultant Invoice number in the following format: Agreement Number followed by a 
three-digit consecutive numbering sequence and separated by a period. For example, 
A1234A.001, A1234A.002, etc. 

 
3) Task Order number; 
 
4) Full legal name of Consultant/Firm; 
 
5) Payment remit-to address; 

 
6) Invoice date (the date invoice is emailed); 
 
7) Detailed description of Services provided, including the “distribution account(s)” for 

those Services; 

8) Number of hours spent by each person performing services and a brief description of 
the Services performed by each person; and 

9) Beginning and end date for billing period that services were provided. 
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F. Consultant shall invoice for its performance of the Services as stated in an executed Task 
Order on a monthly basis consistent with the task fee breakdown stated in the Task 
Order(s), Attachment A. Unless otherwise specified in a Task order, Consultant will be 
paid for the Services as described in an executed Task Order. 

G. Valley Water Project Manager will review Consultant’s written invoice within five Valley 
Water business days of receipt, address any questions with Consultant’s 
Contact/Principal Officer and approve the undisputed amount of the invoice within ten 
working days of receipt of the invoice. Valley Water will pay undisputed invoice amounts 
within 30 calendar days from date invoice is received by Valley Water Project Manager. 

H. Invoice Disputes 

1) Valley Water may in good faith assert a bona fide dispute as to all or a portion of fees 
specified in any invoice. If any portion of an amount due to Consultant pursuant to this 
Agreement is subject to a bona fide dispute between the Parties, within 30 calendar 
days of Consultant’s submission of an invoice in which a disputed amount is included, 
Valley Water will notify Consultant in writing of the specific items in dispute, and will 
describe Valley Water’s reason(s) for disputing each such item.  

2) Consultant and Valley Water Project Manager must act in good faith to resolve the 
dispute in a timely manner. If the dispute is not resolved by Consultant and Valley 
Water Project Manager within 30 calendar days of Consultant receiving Valley 
Water’s written notice of dispute, Consultant and Valley Water will attempt to resolve 
the dispute pursuant to the Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement, Appendix Two, 
Dispute Resolution. 

I. Consultant’s Services will be performed by its staff members and Subconsultants’ staff 
members at the lowest hourly and unit rates commensurate with the complexity of the 
required Services. 

J. Consultant shall ensure that its personnel performing services pursuant to this Agreement 
document their time doing so.  

3. Prevailing Wages [NOT USED] 

A. A portion of the Services to be performed pursuant to this Agreement may be considered 
“Public Works” subject to California Labor Code §1771, et. seq. and the applicable 
implementing regulations. If Consultant’s Services includes such work, Consultant and its 
Subconsultants must comply with all Labor Codes applicable to prevailing wages. 

B. Labor Code §1720 provides as follows: 

“(a) As used in this chapter, “public works” means all of the following: 

(1) Construction, alteration, demolition, installation, or repair work done under contract 
and paid for in whole or in part out of public funds, except work done directly by a public 
utility company pursuant to order of the Public Utilities Commission or other public 
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authority. For purposes of this paragraph, “construction” includes work performed during 
the design, site assessment, feasibility study, and other preconstruction phases of 
construction, including, but not limited to, inspection and land surveying work, regardless 
of whether any further construction work is conducted, and work performed during the 
postconstruction phases of construction, including, but not limited to, all cleanup work at 
the jobsite. For purposes of this paragraph, “installation” includes, but is not limited to, the 
assembly and disassembly of freestanding and affixed modular office systems.”

C. Consultant and its Subconsultants shall not engage in the performance of public work, as 
defined in California Labor Code §1771.1, unless currently registered and qualified to 
perform public work pursuant to California Labor Code §1725.5. 

D. The General Prevailing Wage Rates issued by the California Department of Industrial 
Relations may be adjusted by the State throughout the term of this Agreement. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, Consultant will not be entitled to 
any adjustment in compensation rates in the event there are adjustments to the General 
Prevailing Wage Rates. 

E. This Agreement is subject to compliance monitoring and enforcement by the State of 
California Department of Industrial Relations. Upon request, Consultant and 
Subconsultants must furnish the records specified in Labor Code §1776 directly to the 
Labor Commissioner, in a format prescribed by the Labor Commissioner. 

F. All records or documents required to be kept verifying statutory compliance with the 
prevailing wage requirement, such as certified payroll records, must be made available 
for audit at no cost to Valley Water, at any time during regular business hours, upon 
written request by Valley Water. Records and documents to be provided in electronic or 
hard copy format, at Valley Water’s discretion. 

G. California State Department of Industrial Relations Contractor and Sub-Contractor 
Registration Requirements  
 
Prior to Valley Water executing a Task Order for Services involving public works, as 
defined herein, Consultant, and its Subconsultant(s) performing public works, must 
provide evidence, in the form required by Valley Water, that Consultant and its 
Subconsultant(s) are in compliance with the California State Department of Industrial 
Relations Contractor and Sub-Contractor Registration Requirements. 

4. Retention  
 
A. Unless otherwise specified in an executed Task Order, ten percent of each invoice for 

that Task Order will be withheld by Valley Water and not paid to Consultant until 30 
calendar days after the assigned Valley Water representative signs the final approval for 
all Services/deliverables as stated in the executed Task Order, consistent with Section 
Three, Duties of Valley Water, subsection 2. Review of Deliverables.  
 

B. Consultant may request, and Valley Water may consider and approve, release of 
retention withheld by Valley Water. 
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SECTION FIVE 
 

SCHEDULE OF COMPLETION 

1. Performance of Tasks  
 
Consultant will commence performing the tasks described in the Scope of Services of an 
executed Task Order upon receipt of the Task Order Notice to Proceed (NTP) issued by 
Valley Water. 

2. Task Order Schedule 
 
Consultant will perform and complete the Services in accordance with the schedule 
(Schedule) as described in each Task Order. Consultant will coordinate Services with Valley 
Water to provide the timeline of all tasks and subtasks including the site visits, document 
review, meetings, and deliverables. 

3. Project Delays  
 
Consultant will make all reasonable efforts to comply with the Schedule as stated in a Task 
Order. In the event the Task Order Schedule will be delayed, Consultant will notify Valley 
Water Project Manager as soon as possible, providing the reason why, the length of the 
delay, and a description of the actions being taken to address the delay. In the event 
Consultant is delayed in performance of its Services by circumstances beyond its control, 
Valley Water may, at its discretion, grant a reasonable adjustment in the Schedule. 

4. Changes to the Schedule  
 
Valley Water’s Project Manager and Consultant may agree to modify the Schedule specified 
for Consultant’s performance in an executed Task Order as an administrative modification to 
the Task Order and will confirm such modifications in writing. 

SECTION SIX 
 

AGREEMENT MODIFICATIONS 

The Parties may agree to modify the Terms and Conditions of this Agreement by executing a 
written amendment hereto. 

SECTION SEVEN 
 

TERM AND TERMINATION 

1. Term & Automatic Termination 

 No Task Order will be written which extends beyond the expiration date of this Agreement. 
Consultant will not undertake to provide Services where it reasonably appears that the 
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Services cannot be performed and completed within the Term of this Agreement.
Uncompleted and/or unfinished Task Orders will co-terminate with this Agreement. 

2. Valley Water Rights 

A. Suspension: Valley Water may, by written notice to Consultant, suspend any or all 
Services pursuant to this Agreement or to any individual Task Order. Valley Water may 
subsequently terminate this Agreement or any Task Order for convenience or determine 
to proceed. If a decision to proceed is not made within 90 days from the date of the notice 
of suspension, any decision to proceed must be conditioned upon execution of a new 
Notice to Proceed or Task Order. 

B. Termination for Convenience: Valley Water may, by written notice to Consultant, 
terminate all or part of this Agreement or any Task Order at any time for Valley Water's 
convenience. Upon receipt of such notice, Consultant will immediately cease all work as 
specified in the notice. If this Agreement or any Task Order is so terminated, Consultant 
will be compensated as set forth in Section Seven, Term and Termination, subsection 3. 
Consultant’s Compensation upon Termination or Suspension. 

C. Termination for Breach: If Consultant violates any of the covenants, agreements or 
stipulations of this Agreement or a Task Order, or if Consultant fails to fulfill in a timely 
and proper manner its obligations pursuant to this Agreement or any Task Order, and 
does not cure such failure or violation within 30 days (or a reasonable extension thereof, 
if requested, which extension will not be unreasonably withheld) after receipt of written 
notice from Valley Water specifying such failure or violation, Valley Water will thereupon 
have the right to terminate this Agreement and any or all uncompleted Task Orders by 
giving written notice to Consultant of such termination. Such notice will specify the 
effective date thereof, and Consultant will not be entitled to compensation for Services or 
expenses beyond the specified termination date. 

D. If, after notice of termination for breach of this Agreement or any Task Order, it is 
determined that Consultant did not breach the Agreement or Task Order, the termination 
will be deemed to have been implemented for Valley Water's convenience, and 
Consultant will receive payment that is allowed by this Agreement for a termination for 
convenience. 

E. The rights and remedies provided herein to Valley Water are in addition to any other 
rights and remedies provided by law, this Agreement, or a Task Order. 

3. Consultant’s Compensation upon Termination or Suspension  
 
In the event of termination of this Agreement or any Task Order, or suspension of Services 
by Valley Water, Consultant shall receive compensation based on satisfactory performance, 
accepted by Valley Water, as follows: 

A. Direct Labor: Consultant shall be entitled to receive compensation for all authorized direct 
labor performed prior to termination pursuant to the provisions of this Agreement or Task 
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Order and all authorized labor expenses incurred to demobilize from the Project after the 
date of termination; 

B. Other Direct Costs and Expenses: Consultant shall be entitled to receive compensation 
for all authorized other direct costs and expenses incurred prior to termination and all 
authorized expenses incurred to demobilize from the Project after the date of termination; 
and 

C. In no event shall the total compensation paid for any item of Service exceed the payment 
specified in the Agreement or applicable Task Order for that item of Service. 

4. Survival  
 
The Terms and Conditions of this Agreement, that by their context and a standard of 
reasonableness, are intended to survive termination, suspension, completion, and expiration 
of this Agreement, shall survive, including but not limited to, the following Sections and 
subsections: Independent Contractor Status, Confidentiality, Indemnification, Insurance 
Requirements, and Dispute Resolution, as well as any Consultant representations and 
warranties. 

SECTION EIGHT 

INDEMNIFICATION 

1. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, Consultant agrees to indemnify, 
defend and hold harmless Valley Water, its agents, officers, directors, and employees from 
and against any and all demands, claims, damages, losses and reasonable expenses, 
including but not limited to liabilities, obligations, claims, costs, reasonable expenses 
(including, without limitation, interest, penalties and reasonable attorney’s fees), fines, taxes, 
levies, imposts, assessment, demands, damages or judgments of any kind or nature, 
whether in law or equity (including, without limitation, death or injury to any person, property 
damage, administrative and judicial orders and consents, or any other loss) to the extent they 
arise out of, pertain to, or relate to Consultant’s negligence, recklessness, or willful 
misconduct.  
 

2. The foregoing does not limit any strict liability imposed on Consultant by law. The rights, 
duties, and obligations of the Parties as set forth above in this Section Eight, Indemnification, 
survive termination, expiration, completion, and suspension of this Agreement. 

SECTION NINE 
 

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 

Insurance requirements applicable to this Agreement are set forth in the Standard On-Call 
Consultant Agreement, Appendix Four, Insurance Requirements. Consultant must provide and 
maintain at its own expense, during the term of this Agreement, or as may be further required 
herein, all insurance coverages as detailed in the Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement, 
Appendix Four, Insurance Requirements, and comply with all provisions stated therein. 
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SECTION TEN
 

OWNERSHIP AND REUSE OF DELIVERABLES 

1. Valley Water Ownership  
 
All deliverables and other materials prepared by Consultant, including computer programs 
and media developed by Consultant, to perform the Services, during the term of this 
Agreement, will be and remain the property of Valley Water following payment in full to 
Consultant for each task or portion of a completed task, or in accordance with Section Seven, 
Term and Termination. In the event the work is not completed, the completed portions thereof 
will become the property of Valley Water. Consultant will provide Valley Water with such 
deliverables and material at appropriate times during this Agreement. Consultant may retain 
a copy for its records. Consultant does not convey, assign, or transfer the intellectual 
property rights it has, so as to limit its ability or right to develop, design, or provide services 
on other projects of or for its other clients. 

2. Reuse of Instruments of Service  
 
If Valley Water desires to reuse the completed plans, specifications, or other deliverables, in 
total or in part, on project sites associated with this Agreement, or any other site, or to 
complete any incomplete portion of construction documentation which Valley Water has 
already paid Consultant, Valley Water will release Consultant from any liability incurred by 
Valley Water from reusing said deliverables. 

3. Copies of Data  
 
Copies of data exchanged by, through, and between Valley Water and Consultant that may 
be relied upon are limited to printed copies. Computer-generated files, disks, or tapes of text, 
data or graphics that are furnished are only for the mutual convenience of the Parties. 

4. Computer-Generated Material  
 
Any risk of translation or reliance on information obtained or derived from computer-
generated material is at the user’s sole risk, and no representations are made, either express 
or implied, as to the long-term performance of data thus transferred. 

5. Work for Hire  
 
Any and all original correspondence, memoranda, reports, designs, plans, specifications, 
data compilations, computer programs, or drawings delivered to Valley Water by Consultant 
according to the Terms of this Agreement, in or by any medium is deemed to be “work for 
hire” according to the copyright laws of the United States and the copyright belongs to Valley 
Water. 

6. Copyright Claims  
 
Co-venturers, subcontractors, Subconsultants, suppliers, and vendors to Consultant are 
likewise bound by these copyright terms. Valley Water makes no copyright claim and 
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requires no release for copyrighted material or trademarked names used incidentally by 
Consultant. 

SECTION ELEVEN 
 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 

1. Equal Opportunity Employer  
 
Valley Water is an equal opportunity employer and requires its consultants to have and 
adhere to a policy of equal opportunity and non-discrimination. In the performance of the 
Agreement, Consultant will comply with all applicable federal, state, local laws and 
regulations, and will not discriminate against any subcontractor, employee, or applicant for 
employment in the recruitment, hiring, employment, utilization, promotion, classification or 
reclassification, transfer, recruitment advertising, evaluation, treatment, demotion, layoff, 
termination, rates of pay or other forms of compensation, and selection for professional 
development training (including apprenticeship), or against any other person, on the basis of 
sex (which includes pregnancy, childbirth, breastfeeding and medical conditions related to 
pregnancy, childbirth or breastfeeding), race, religion, color, national origin (including 
language use restrictions), ancestry, religious creed (including religious dress and grooming 
practices), political affiliation, disability (mental and physical, including HIV or AIDS), medical 
condition (cancer and genetic characteristics), genetic information, marital status, parental 
status, gender, age (40 and over), pregnancy, military and veteran status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity and gender expression, the exercise of family and medical care leave, the 
exercise of pregnancy disability leave, or the request, exercise, or need for reasonable 
accommodation. 

2. Compliance with Applicable Equal Opportunity Laws  
 
Consultant’s policy must be in conformance with applicable state and federal guidelines 
including the Federal Equal Opportunity Clause, 41 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 60-1, 
§60-1.4; Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended; the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990; the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (§503 and §504); the Age Discrimination Act of 
1975 (42 U.S.C. §6101 et seq.); the California Fair Employment and Housing Act 
(Government Code §12900 et. seq.); and California Labor Code §1101 and §1102. 

 
3. Investigation of Claims  

 
Consultant must designate a specific position within its organization to be responsible for 
investigating allegations of non-compliance with the anti-discrimination and anti-harassment 
provisions of this Agreement. Consultant must conduct a fair, prompt, and thorough 
investigation of all allegations directed to Consultant by Valley Water. In cases where such 
investigation results in a finding of discrimination, harassment, or hostile work environment, 
Consultant must take prompt, effective action against the offender.  

SECTION TWELVE 
 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
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1. Entire Agreement
 
This Agreement, which includes the Terms and Conditions, Appendices, the Schedule(s), 
Schedule(s)’ Attachments, and all executed Task Orders, represents the entire 
understanding between the Parties hereto relating to the Services described in this 
Agreement and its executed Task Orders, which are incorporated herein by this 
reference, and supersedes any and all prior proposals or agreements, whether written or 
oral, that may exist between the Parties. This Agreement may not be modified or 
amended except in writing as stated herein. To the extent that any Schedule conflicts with 
this Agreement, this Agreement shall control. 

2. Formation of Agreement  

A. No agreement between the Parties is formed until all applicable actions have been 
completed to the satisfaction of Valley Water. Valley Water Project Manager will not issue 
a Notice to Proceed until all required documents have been submitted and accepted by 
Valley Water. 

B. Formation of this Agreement between the Parties requires accomplishment of the 
following, as applicable:  

1) Execution of the Agreement by Consultant; 

2) Submission by Consultant, and acceptance by Valley Water, of evidence of all 
required insurance coverages and documents;  

3) Submission by Consultant, and acceptance by Valley Water, of evidence of all 
required Form 700 documents, if applicable;  

4) Submission by Consultant, and acceptance by Valley Water, of all required Non-
Disclosure Agreements (NDA) as provided in the Schedule(s), Attachment Four, 
Reference Materials, if applicable;  

5)  Submission by Consultant, and acceptance by Valley Water, of a Health and Safety 
Plan, if applicable;  

6)  Any other requirements that are deemed necessary by Valley Water; and  

7) Execution of the Agreement by Valley Water.  

3. No Assignment 

A. The expertise and experience of Consultant are material considerations for Valley 
Water’s award and execution of this Agreement. Consultant will not assign or transfer any 
interest in this Agreement nor the performance of any of Consultant obligations 
hereunder, without prior written consent of Valley Water in the form of an amendment 
executed by the Parties, and any attempt to so assign this Agreement, or any rights, 
duties or obligations arising hereunder, will be void and of no effect. Any assignment of 
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monies due or to become due in accordance with this Agreement, will be to the extent 
permitted by law, and will be subject to all proper set-offs, deductions, and withholdings in 
favor of Valley Water. 

B. In no event shall an assignment of any interest in this Agreement release Consultant from 
its duties and responsibilities as described in this Agreement nor shall Consultant be 
released from liability created by the provision of Services as described in this Agreement 
until such assignment takes effect. Any attempted or purported assignment without Valley 
Water’s written consent in the form of an amendment executed by the Parties is null and 
void. 

 
4. Reasonableness  

 
Discretionary actions or approvals to be performed by the Parties will be exercised in a 
reasonable manner. 

5. Gifts  
 
Consultant hereby acknowledges that Valley Water policy prohibits the acceptance by Valley 
Water personnel of gifts of any kind from its contractors, consultants, suppliers or vendors. 
Consultant shall honor this policy by not sending or bringing gifts to Valley Water. 

6. Audits  
 
Consultant agrees that Valley Water and its agent(s) have the right to review, obtain, and 
copy all records pertaining to performance of this Agreement. Consultant agrees to provide 
Valley Water and its agent(s) with any relevant information requested, in electronic and hard 
copy format, at Valley Water’s discretion, and will permit Valley Water and its agent(s) access 
to its premises, upon reasonable notice, during normal business hours for the purpose of 
interviewing employees (alternatively, by phone at Valley Water’s discretion) and inspecting 
or copying books, records, accounts, computerized records, and other materials that may be 
relevant to the matter under investigation or subject to audit, such as by a government 
agency, providing Valley Water with grant funds to pay for Consultant’s services, for the 
purpose of determining compliance with this Agreement. Consultant further agrees to 
maintain such records for a period of three years after final payment as provided for in this 
Agreement. 

7. Force Majeure  
 
Neither Party will be held responsible for delays caused by acts beyond its control, such as 
acts of God or public enemies, utility or communication delays, or failures not caused by such 
Party’s negligence or fault, accidents not caused by such Party’s negligence or fault, labor 
disputes, war, or failure of the other Party to provide data as required pursuant to this 
Agreement. 

8. Binding Effect  
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This Agreement is binding on the heirs, executors, administrators, successors and assigns of 
the Parties. 

9. Choice of Law and Venue  
 
The Parties agree that this Agreement is to be governed, construed, and enforced in 
accordance with the laws of the State of California. The Parties also agree that the venue of 
any litigation arising out of or connected with this Agreement will lie exclusively in the state 
trial court or Federal District Court located in Santa Clara County in the State of California. 
The Parties consent to jurisdiction over their persons and over the subject matter of any such 
litigation in such courts, and consent to service of process issued by such courts. 

10. Confidentiality 

A. Due to the nature of the services Consultant will provide pursuant to this Agreement, 
there may be disclosures made to Consultant of detailed information about Valley Water’s 
operations, including on a need-to-know basis information which may be protected from 
public disclosure by confidentiality laws, the attorney-client privilege, and/or other 
provisions of law which govern the nature and timing of disclosure of public information. 

B. Consultant understands and acknowledges that Valley Water staff members providing 
information to Consultant do so with the understanding that such information will be 
handled appropriately. 

C. In the event Consultant receives such restricted or confidential information, Consultant 
will limit access to the information to only those of Consultant’s employees, its 
subcontractors and its Subconsultants authorized by Valley Water to have the 
information. 

D. Consultant will notify Valley Water immediately of any request by any third party to have 
access to confidential information and will not disclose the requested information without 
first receiving express written authorization from Valley Water. 

E. Notwithstanding the aforementioned Confidentiality requirements, upon the request of 
Valley Water Project Manager, Consultant, and its Subconsultants shall execute Valley 
Water’s most current Non-Disclosure Agreement in effect at that time.  

F. The requirements stated herein will survive completion, expiration, suspension, and 
termination of this Agreement. 

11. Release of Information Prohibited  
 
Consultant is not permitted to provide any information concerning the Project to the media 
nor anyone other than authorized Valley Water personnel. Consultant will not release any 
information pertinent to the Project for publication, public disclosure, or in any other manner 
without first obtaining clearance and a release in writing from Valley Water. Any media inquiry 
at any time to Consultant relating to any matter concerning Services provided or requested to 
be provided pursuant to this Agreement will be referred immediately to Valley Water. 
Consultant will not communicate with the media regarding any such matter. 
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12. Conflict of Interest

A. Consultant represents that there exists no actual or potential conflict of interest 
concerning the services to be performed pursuant to this Agreement. 

B. Consultant represents that Consultant’s performance required as stated in this 
Agreement does not require the breach of any agreement or obligation to keep in 
confidence the proprietary information of another party. Consultant will not bring to Valley 
Water, or use in the performance of Consultant’s duties as described in this Agreement, 
any materials or documents of another party considered confidential or proprietary unless 
Consultant has obtained written authorization from such party, and the informed consent 
of Valley Water, for the possession and use of such materials. 

C. Consultant represents and warrants that during the term of the Agreement, Consultant, 
Consultant’s parent company, Consultant’s subsidiaries, or any affiliated entity sharing 
substantially similar ownership of or control with Consultant shall not act as a Consultant 
or expert for any party in support of any potential or active claim or legal action against 
Valley Water by such party. 

D. CALIFORNIA FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION STATEMENT OF 
ECONOMIC INTEREST FORM 700 (“FORM 700”): Upon Valley Water’s request, 
Consultant employees, officers, agents, Subconsultants, and subcontractors shall 
complete, execute, and submit a Form 700 as follows: 

1) Consultant employees, officers, agents, Subconsultants, and subcontractors assigned 
to perform services pursuant to this Agreement, shall file, in a manner prescribed by 
Valley Water, an Assuming Office Statement. The Assuming Office Statement shall 
be filed: 

a. Within 30 calendar days of the effective date of this Agreement; or 

b. Within 30 calendar days of Consultant hiring, adding, or promoting to a 
designated filer position, employees, officers, agents, Subconsultants, and 
subcontractors to perform services pursuant to this Agreement; 

2) Consultant employees, officers, agents, Subconsultants, and subcontractors assigned 
to perform services pursuant to this Agreement, that filed an Assuming Office 
Statement, shall file in a manner prescribed by Valley Water, an amendment to their 
Form 700 any time there is a need to correct or change disclosure information; 

3) Consultant employees, officers, agents, Subconsultants, and subcontractors assigned 
to perform services pursuant to this Agreement, that filed an Assuming Office 
Statement, shall file an Annual Statement in a manner prescribed by Valley Water, 
during the annual filing season, as determined by Valley Water; 

4) Consultant employees, officers, agents, Subconsultants, and subcontractors assigned 
to perform services pursuant to this Agreement, that filed an Assuming Office 
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Statement, shall file in a manner prescribed by Valley Water, a Leaving Office 
Statement with Valley Water when one of the following occurs: 

a. Upon termination of this Agreement; or 

b. Within 30 calendar days of Consultant employees, officers, agents, 
Subconsultants, and subcontractors vacating a designated filing position (i.e., 
removed from the Project, promotion, demotion, transfer to non-designated 
position, end of employment, or as a result of changes in designated filer positions 
in Valley Water's Conflict of Interest Code); 

5) Consultant understands and agrees that its employees, officers, agents, 
Subconsultants, and subcontractors may be disqualified from providing services to 
Valley Water pursuant to the California Political Reform Act, Government Code 
§81000 et. seq. and §1090. If any of Consultant’s employees, officers, agents, 
Subconsultants, and subcontractors are disqualified from providing services, on 
written notice from Valley Water Project Manager, Consultant will have 15 calendar 
days to remove said employee(s), officer(s), agent(s), Subconsultant(s)’ and 
subcontractor(s)’ employee(s) from the Project and provide a replacement acceptable 
to Valley Water; 

6) The failure of Consultant’s employees, officers, agents, Subconsultants, and 
subcontractors to file an Assuming Office, Annual, Amended, or Leaving Office 
Statement within the time prescribed by Valley Water is deemed a material breach 
and may result in termination of the Agreement for cause. 

13. Task Orders  
 
A. All tasks and Services may be assigned to Consultant through issuance of Task Orders. 

The Valley Water Project Manager will identify and communicate the applicable tasks and 
services based on the menu of tasks listed in the Scope of Services to be provided to the 
Consultant. After the tasks and Services are identified and communicated to Consultant 
by Valley Water Project Manager, Consultant will prepare a proposed Task Order request 
(see Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement, Appendix Three, Task Order Template). 
The proposed Task Order must identify the following: 
 
1) Description of the Services, including deliverables; 

2) The total Not-to-Exceed Fees for Consultant to complete the Services, including 
estimated number of hours per assigned staff to complete the Services; 

3) Proposed staff that will be assigned to complete the Services, including resumes if not 
previously provided to Valley Water’s Project Manager; 

4) Estimated cost of each other direct cost and reimbursable expense, including any 
applicable fees; 

5) Schedule for completing the Services; and 
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6) Copies of applicable state and federal permits required to complete the Services, 
unless previously provided to Valley Water. 

B. Consultant agrees that the Not-to-Exceed Fees specified in a proposed Task Order will 
be the product of a good faith effort in exercising its professional judgment. After an 
agreement has been reached on the negotiable items, the finalized Task Order will be 
signed by both Valley Water’s authorized representative referenced in the Standard On-
Call Consultant Agreement, Appendix One, Additional Legal Terms and Consultant’s 
authorized representative.  
 

C. Consultant must not commence performance of work or services on a Task Order until it 
has been approved by Valley Water’s authorized representative and Notice to Proceed 
has been issued by Valley Water Project Manager. No payment will be made for any 
services performed prior to approval or after the period of performance of the Task Order. 
The period of performance for Task Orders will be in accordance with dates specified in 
the Task Order. No Task Order will be written which extends beyond the expiration date 
of this Agreement. The total amount payable by Valley Water for an individual Task Order 
will not exceed the amount agreed to in the Task Order. 
 

D. Prevailing Wage Requirements: The Scope of Services may be considered by Valley 
Water to be “Public Works” requiring the payment of prevailing wages. See the Standard 
On-Call Consultant Agreement, Section Four, Fees and Payments, subsection 3. 
Prevailing Wages, and Appendix Three, Task Order Template. 
 

14. Good Neighbor  
 
Valley Water always strives to be a good neighbor to the community adjacent to its facilities. 
Consultant will ensure that disturbance to neighbors is minimized. Consultant, its staff, and 
Subconsultants will always interact with the members of the public in a polite and 
professional manner. 

15. Governmental Permits and Notifications  
 
Unless otherwise expressly stated herein or in an executed Task Order, Consultant 
represents and warrants that it has investigated the need for, and has or will procure, at its 
cost, and in its own name to the extent allowed by law, all governmental permits, 
notifications, approvals and inspections required for the performance of the Services. 
Consultant shall promptly notify Valley Water if any such permit or approval lapses or is 
modified or revoked. If, pursuant to applicable law, any such permits or approvals must be 
procured in Valley Water’s name, Consultant shall promptly so inform Valley Water and 
assist Valley Water in obtaining such permits or approvals. 

16. Taxes and Benefits  
 
Consultant has full and exclusive liability for the payment of, and Consultant will pay, any and 
all taxes and contributions for unemployment insurance, retirement benefits, workers’ 
compensation insurance or benefits, life insurance, pensions, annuities and similar benefits 
and any other employment-related costs, obligations, and duties that may now or hereafter 
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be imposed by law, collective bargaining agreements or otherwise with respect to persons 
employed by Consultant for the performance of Services pursuant to this Agreement. 

17. Nonwaiver of Rights  
 
The failure of either Party to this Agreement to object to or to take affirmative action with 
respect to any conduct of the other Party that is in violation of the terms of this Agreement will 
not be construed as a waiver thereof, or as waiver of any future breach or subsequent 
wrongful conduct. 

18. No Third-Party Beneficiaries 

Nothing in this Agreement, whether express or implied, shall be construed to give any 
person or entity, other than the Parties hereto, any legal or equitable right, remedy, or claim 
under or in respect of this Agreement or any covenants, conditions, or provisions contained 
herein. 

19. Severability 

If a court of competent jurisdiction holds any provision of this Agreement to be illegal, 
unenforceable, or invalid in whole or in part for any reason, the validity and enforceability of 
the remaining provisions, or portions of them, will not be affected, unless an essential 
purpose of this Agreement would be defeated by the loss of the illegal, unenforceable, or 
invalid provision. 

20. Debt Limitation 

This Agreement is contingent on the appropriation of sufficient funding by Valley Water for 
the services described in this Agreement. Valley Water is subject to laws or policies which 
limit its ability to incur debt in future years. Nothing in this Agreement shall constitute an 
obligation of future legislative bodies of Valley Water to appropriate funds for purposes of 
this Agreement. 

21. Notices  

Unless otherwise specified in this Agreement, all requests for written approval or legal 
notices must be sent to the representatives below. All notices are deemed to have been 
given when made in writing and when delivered or mailed to the representatives of Valley 
Water and Consultant at their respective addresses as follows: 

VALLEY WATER: 

Deputy Operating Officer, as listed in the attached Schedule, Scope of Services, Section 1. 
Representatives. 

 
CONSULTANT: 

 
Consultant Principal Officer, as listed in the attached Schedule, Scope of Services, Section 
1. Representatives. 
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22. Appendices

The following list of Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement Appendices are incorporated
herein by this reference as though set forth in full:

Appendix One - Additional Legal Terms
Appendix Two - Dispute Resolution
Appendix Three - Task Order Template
Appendix Four - Insurance Requirements

23. Schedule and Attachments

Schedule OC, Scope of Services, and the following listed Attachments are incorporated
herein by this reference as though set forth in full:

Attachment One - Fees and Payments
Attachment Two - Schedule of Completion
Attachment Three - Consultant’s Key Staff and Subconsultants
Attachment Four - Reference Materials

      (SIGNATURES FOLLOW ON NEXT PAGE) 

 (REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK)
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, THE PARTIES HAVE SET FORTH BELOW THEIR CONSENT TO 
THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THIS AGREEMENT THROUGH THE SIGNATURES OF 
THEIR DULY AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES. 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 
Valley Water

PANORAMA ENVIRONMENTAL, INC. 
Consultant

By: By:
Tony Estremera Tania Treis
Chair, Board of Directors President 

Date: Date:

ATTEST: Consultant's Address:
717 Market Street, Suite 400
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Candice Kwok-Smith
Clerk, Board of Directors 

(REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK)

May 12, 2026
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1. Conflict of Interest for Future Services

Consultant, Consultant’s parent company, Consultant’s subsidiaries, or any affiliated entity 
sharing substantially similar ownership of or control with Consultant, [or any of its 
Subconsultants], shall not submit a proposal:  

A. For any agreement to be awarded for [construction management, or the construction] of 
any project that is related to the Services provided pursuant to this Agreement;  
 

B. In response to any request for proposal or Valley Water solicitation developed or 
prepared by or with the assistance of Consultant, Consultant’s parent company, 
Consultant’s subsidiaries, or any affiliated entity sharing substantially similar ownership 
of or control with Consultant; or 
 

C. For any single or sole source products/services related to the Services pursuant to this 
Agreement or have a financial stake in any single or sole source products/services 
resulting from this Agreement. 
 

2. Dispute Resolution  

 If a dispute occurs between the Parties as a result of this Agreement, then the Parties agree 
to use the Dispute Resolution process outlined in the Standard On-Call Consultant 
Agreement, Appendix Two, Dispute Resolution. 

3. Small Business Enterprise (SBE) Outreach Program Participation  
 
This Agreement provides for the Consultant to include California Department of General 
Services certified Small/Micro Businesses in the performance of the Services, estimated to 
be 100%  of the Total Not-to-Exceed Fees stated in the Standard Consultant Agreement, 
Attachment One Fees and Payments, to the Schedule(s), and Consultant agrees to use its 
best efforts to meet this goal. 
 

4. Task Order Approvals 
 
A. Services to be performed pursuant to a Task Order may only commence once a specific 

Notice to Proceed for that Task Order has been issued by Valley Water.  

B. Task Orders are subject to approval by Valley Water’s Deputy Operating Officer unless 
delegated to an Assistant Operating Officer and/or Unit Manager. 

C. Valley Water Assistant Operating Officer is authorized to approve individual Task Orders 
in an amount not-to-exceed $[authorization amount]. [NOT USED] 

D. Valley Water Unit Manager(s) is authorized to approve individual Task Orders in an 
amount not-to-exceed $ [Authorization Amount]. [NOT USED] 
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E. The total not-to-exceed amount for any one Task Order shall not exceed $ [NOT-TO-
EXCEED AMOUNT]. [NOT USED] 

F. Consultant must acknowledge receipt and respond to Valley Water’s request to submit a 
Cost Proposal within five (5) business days or within the time specified in Valley Water’s 
request.  

G. Upon Valley Water and Consultant’s successful negotiation of the Consultant’s Cost 
Proposal, Consultant must submit a Task Order within five (5) business days or within 
the time specified in Valley Water’s request, for Valley Water’s approval of the Task 
Order, and issuance of a Notice-to proceed.  

5. Task Order Assignments for Multi-Awards Agreement  
 
Valley Water has retained five (5) separate consultants to perform on-call environmental 
planning and permitting services during the same timeframe. Task orders will be assigned 
on a competitive basis when conflicts of interest do not exist. There is no guarantee of any 
amount of work that will be given to each of the consultants. Valley Water’s Project Manager 
is responsible for administering the task orders for assigned work among the five (5) firms 
for the term of the Agreements. 

 

 

(REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK) 
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1. FEDERAL GRANT REQUIREMENTS  

Projects receiving credit assistance must comply with all federal laws and regulations, including 
environmental compliance and other compliance requirements.  

Valley Water entered into a Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) loan 
agreement with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for various projects that this 
on-call contract may support. The WIFIA established a federal credit program (WIFIA program) 
authorizing EPA to provide direct loans and loan guarantees to eligible borrowers for water 
infrastructure projects. All contracts issued for a project receiving a WIFIA loan are subject to 
federal requirements review as part of the WIFIA program’s compliance monitoring 
responsibilities. Because the WIFIA loan proceeds may be used to pay for the Services 
rendered pursuant to this Agreement, Consultant is required to adhere to certain federal 
contract provisions, which are contained herein and incorporated into the Agreement by this 
reference. Consultant agrees to adhere to such applicable Federal Contract Provisions.  

In addition, Valley Water is actively seeking state and federal grant funding for the Project. 
Consultant agrees to comply with all applicable state and federal funding requirements and 
pertinent laws, regulations, and policies, including, but not limited to the Uniform Guidance for 
Federal Awards (https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200?toc=1) (April 
30, 2026), prevailing wage, and Build America, Buy America. Specific agency-level guidance 
and requirements may also apply.  

2. DEBARMENT AND SUSPENSION  

Consultant certifies that it will not knowingly enter into a contract with anyone who is ineligible 
under the 2 CFR part 180 and part 1532 (per Executive Order 12549, 51 FR 6370, February 21, 
1986) or who is prohibited under Section 306 of the Clean Air Act or Section 508 of the Clean 
Water Act to participate in the Project. Suspension and debarment information can be assessed 
at http://www.sam.gov. Consultant represents and warrants that it has or will include a term or 
conditions requiring compliance with this provision in all of its subcontracts under this 
Agreement.  

3. FEDERAL LOBBYING RESTRICTIONS (31 U.S.C. 1352)  

Recipients of federal financial assistance may not pay any person for influencing or attempting 
to influence any officer or employee of a federal agency, a member of Congress, an officer or 
employee of Congress, or an employee of a member of Congress with respect to the award, 
continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of a federal grant loan, or contract. These 
requirements are implemented for USEPA in 40 CFR Part 34, which also describes types of 
activities, such as legislative liaison activities and professional and technical services, which are 
not subject to this prohibition. Upon award of this contract, Consultant shall complete and 
submit to Valley Water the Certification Regarding Lobbying form 
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(https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-08/epa_form_6600_06.pdf) and 
Disclosure of Lobbying Activities form (https://www.epa.gov/grants/sf-lll-disclosure-
lobbying-activities) found in Appendix A and Appendix B to 40 CFR Part 34. Consultant 
shall also require all subcontractors and suppliers of any tier awarded a subcontract 
over $100,000 to similarly complete and submit the certification and disclosure forms to 
Valley Water pursuant to the process set forth in 40 CFR 34.110.

4. CIVIL RIGHTS OBLIGATIONS

Consultant shall comply with the following federal non-discrimination requirements:

a. Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which prohibits discrimination based on race, 
color, and national origin, including limited English proficiency (LEP). (424 U.S.C. 
2000D, et. seq)  

b. Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which prohibits discrimination against 
persons with disabilities. (29 U.S.C. 794, supplemented by EO 11914, 41 FR 17871, 
April 29, 1976 and EO 11250, 30 FR 13003, October 13, 1965)  

c. The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, which prohibits age discrimination. (42 U.S.C. 
6101 et. seq)  

d. Section 13 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972, which 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex.  

e. 40 CFR Part 7, as it relates to the foregoing. 

[REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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1. Consultant’s Questions and Concerns 

Questions regarding the Terms, Conditions, and Services relating to this Agreement will be 
decided by Valley Water who will furnish the decisions to Consultant in writing within 30 
days after receiving a written request from Consultant.

2. Dispute Resolution  

A. Alternate Dispute Resolution  

  Valley Water intends to use Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR) techniques including 
partnering and mediation to resolve disputes relating to the Project. 
 

B. Consultant and its Subconsultants are expected to participate in all ADR efforts. 

C. The cost of partnering, training facilities, and facilitator will be paid for by Valley Water, 
unless the Parties agree otherwise. 

3. Negotiations Before and During Mediation  
 
Negotiations to resolve disputes before and during mediation are initiated for settlement 
purposes only, are confidential, and are not binding unless otherwise agreed by Valley 
Water and Consultant. 

4. Voluntary Mediation 

A. Initiation of Mediation 
 
Any Party to a dispute or claim may initiate mediation by notifying the other Party or 
Parties in writing. 
 

B. Request for Mediation 
 
A request for mediation must contain a brief written statement of the nature of the 
dispute or claim, and the names, addresses, and phone numbers of all parties to the 
dispute or claim, and those who will represent them, if any, in the mediation. 
 

C. Selection of Mediator 
 
1) Upon receipt of a written request for mediation, unless otherwise agreed by the 

Parties, within 14 days, the Parties will confer to select an appropriate mediator 
agreeable to all Parties. 
 

2) If the Parties cannot agree on a mediator, they hereby agree to accept a mediator 
appointed by a recognized association such as the American Arbitration Association. 
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D. Qualifications of a Mediator
 
1) Any mediator selected must have expertise in the area of the dispute and be 

knowledgeable in the mediation process. 
2) No person shall serve as a mediator in any dispute in which that person has any 

financial or personal interest in the result of the mediation. 
 
3) Before accepting an appointment, the prospective mediator must disclose any 

circumstances likely to create a presumption of bias or prevent a prompt meeting 
with the Parties. Upon receipt of such information, the Parties will confer and decide 
whether to select another mediator. 

 
E. Vacancies 

 
If any mediator becomes unwilling or unable to serve, another mediator will be selected 
unless the Parties agree otherwise. 
 

F. Representation 
 
1) Any Party may be represented by person(s) of their choice who must have full 

authority to negotiate. 
 

2) The names and addresses of such person(s) must be communicated in writing to 
both Parties and to the mediator. 
 

G. Time and Place of Mediation 
 
1) The mediator will set the time of each mediation session. 

 
2) The mediation will be held at a convenient location agreeable to the mediator and the 

Parties, as determined by the mediator. 
 
3) All reasonable efforts will be made by the Parties and the mediator to schedule the 

first session within 60 days after selection of the mediator. 
 

H. Identification of Matters in Dispute 
 
1) Parties shall comply with the process as required by the mediator with regard to 

providing the mediator with a memorandum setting forth its position with regard to 
the issues that need to be resolved. At the discretion of the mediator, or otherwise 
agreed by the Parties, the Parties may mutually exchange such memoranda. 
 

2) At the first session, the Parties will be expected to produce all information reasonably 
required for the Mediator to understand the issue(s) presented. The mediator may 
require each Party to supplement such information. 
 

I. Authority of Mediator 
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1) The mediator does not have authority to impose a settlement on the Parties but will 
attempt to assist the Parties in reaching a satisfactory resolution of their dispute. 
 

2) The mediator is authorized to conduct joint and separate meetings with the Parties 
and to make oral and written recommendations for settlement. 

 
3) Whenever necessary, the mediator may also obtain expert advice concerning 

technical aspects of the dispute, provided the Parties agree and assume the 
expenses of obtaining such advice. Arrangements for obtaining such advice will be 
made by the mediator or the Parties, as determined by the mediator. 
 

4) The mediator is authorized to end the mediation whenever, in the mediator’s 
judgment, further efforts at mediation would not contribute to a resolution of the 
dispute between the Parties. 

 
J. Privacy 

 
1) Mediation sessions are private. 

 
2) The Parties and their representatives may attend mediation sessions. 

 
3) Other persons may attend only with the permission of the Parties and with the 

consent of the mediator. 
 

K. Confidentiality 
 
Except as provided by California or federal law or regulation:  
 
1) The mediator will not divulge confidential information disclosed to a mediator by the 

Parties or by witnesses in the course of the mediation. 
 

2) All records, reports, or other documents received by a mediator while serving as 
mediator, are confidential. 

 
3) The mediator must not be compelled to divulge such records or to testify in regard to 

the mediation in any adversary proceeding or judicial forum. 
 

4) The Parties must maintain the confidentiality of the mediation and must not rely on, 
or introduce as evidence in any arbitration, judicial or other proceedings: 
 
a. Views expressed, or suggestions made by the other Party with respect to a 

possible settlement of the dispute; 
 

b. Statements made by the other Party in the course of the mediation proceedings; 
 

c. Proposals made or views expressed by the mediator; and 
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d. Whether the other Party had or had not indicated willingness to accept a 
proposal for settlement made by the mediator. 

L. No Stenographic Record 
 
There shall be no stenographic record of the mediation. 
 

M. Termination of Mediation 
 

  The mediation shall be terminated: 
 

1) By the execution of a Settlement Agreement by the Parties; 
 

2) By a written declaration of the mediator to the effect that further efforts at mediation 
are no longer worthwhile; or 
 

3) By a written declaration of a Party or Parties to the effect that the mediation 
proceedings are terminated. 
 

N. Exclusion of Liability 
 
No mediator shall be a necessary Party in judicial proceedings related to the mediation. 
 

O. Interpretation and Application of These Mediation Provisions 

The mediator will interpret and apply these mediation provisions insofar as they relate to 
the mediator’s duties and responsibility. 
 

P. Expenses 
 

1) The expenses of witnesses for each Party must be paid by the Party producing the 
witnesses. 
 

2) All other expenses of the mediation, including required travel and other expenses of 
the mediator, and the expenses of any witness called by the mediator, or the cost of 
any proofs or expert advice produced at the direct request of the mediator, will be 
apportioned as the mediator finds appropriate or as otherwise agreed to by the 
Parties. 

5. Compensation for Participation in Mediation  

Neither Consultant nor Valley Water is entitled to compensation for time spent in or for 
negotiations or mediation to resolve questions or disputes between Consultant and Valley 
Water arising out of this Agreement. 
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Task Order No. ___________ 

Title: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Agreement: Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement _____________ (Agreement) by and 
between the Santa Clara Valley Water District (Valley Water) and ______________________ 
(Consultant), dated ____________. 

Valley Water: _________________________________________________________________ 

Consultant: ________________________________________________________________ 

Dollar Amount of Task Order: Not-to-Exceed $____________ 

1. Upon full execution of this Task Order No. _________, as set forth in the Standard On-Call 
Consultant Agreement, Section Twelve, Miscellaneous Provisions, subsection 13. Task 
Orders, and the issuance of a Notice to Proceed by the Valley Water Project Manager, 
Consultant is hereby authorized to perform the Services described in Attachment A to this 
Task Order. Any costs incurred, Services performed or expenditures by Consultant before 
this Task Order is executed or before the issuance of the Notice to Proceed will be 
considered outside the contracted Scope of Services and will not be eligible for payment. 

2. Both the Scope of Services to be performed and the deliverables to be provided in 
accordance with this Task Order are described in Attachment A which is attached hereto 
and incorporated by this reference. Attachment A shall include at a minimum the following: 

A. Consultant personnel to be assigned to perform the Services, including resumes if not 
previously provided to Valley Water; 

B. The total not-to-exceed fees amount for Consultant to complete the Services, including 
estimated number of hours required to perform the Services assigned to each 
Consultant classification; 

C. Estimated cost of each other direct cost and reimbursable expense, including any 
applicable fees; 

D. The distribution detail for each service, direct cost, and reimbursable expense. This 
information must be included in the invoice for the services authorized pursuant to this 
Task Order; and 

E. Project schedule for completing the Scope of Services. 

3. Consultant shall be compensated at fixed fees or at the hourly rates established in Schedule 
OC, Attachment One, Fees and Payments. Consultant agrees that it will provide all 
equipment, furnish all materials, except as may be otherwise noted in the Attachment A. 
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4. This Task Order becomes effective on the date of full execution by authorized 
representatives of the Parties and remains in effect until the earlier of: completion of the 
tasks set forth in Attachment A or [expected completion date].  

5. Copies of applicable local, state and federal permits required to perform the Services 
described in Attachment A are attached to this Task Order, unless Consultant previously 
provided the appropriate permits to Valley Water. 

6. Consultant shall perform all Services described in Attachment A to this Task Order in 
accordance with the Terms and Conditions of the Agreement. 

7. Prevailing Wage Requirements [NOT USED] 
 
A. The Scope of Services described in this Task Order is considered by Valley Water to be 

"Public Works" requiring the payment of prevailing wages. See the Standard On-Call 
Consultant Agreement, Section Four, Fees and Payments, subsection 3. Prevailing 
Wages. 

B. In accordance with prevailing wage laws, the Director of the California Department of 
Industrial Relations (Director) has ascertained the general prevailing rate of wages and 
employer payments for health and welfare, pension, vacation, and similar purposes 
available to the particular craft, classification, or type of workers employed on the 
Project. These rates are set forth in the latest determination obtained from the Director, 
which is on file in Valley Water's Office of the Clerk of the Board of Directors and 
incorporated herein by reference the same as though set forth in full. The rates are also 
available on the State of California Department of Industrial Relations website at 
http://www.dir.ca.gov. 

8. Signatures: 

Signature:    
[NAME OF CONSULTANT FIRM]
[PRINT NAME] 
[PRINT TITLE]

 DATE 

   
Signature:    

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 
[PRINT NAME]

 DATE 

[PRINT TITLE]   

(REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK)
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Please Note:  Failure to comply with the instructions below could result in a 
delay in receiving the Notice to Proceed.  Santa Clara Valley District 
(“District” or “Valley Water”), will not be responsible for time lost or costs 
incurred due to failure to comply with these requirements. Please note the 
checklist of documents needed at the end of this document. 

Without limiting the Consultant's indemnification of, or liability to, Valley Water, the Consultant must 
provide and maintain at its own expense, during the term of this Agreement, or as may be further 
required herein, the following insurance coverages and provisions as listed below. 

Consultant must provide its insurance broker(s)/agent(s) with a copy of these requirements and 
warrants that these requirements have been reviewed by Consultant’s insurance agent(s) and/or 
broker(s), who have been instructed by Consultant to procure the insurance coverage required 
herein.   

In addition to certificates, Consultant must furnish Valley Water with copies of all original 
endorsements affecting coverage required by this document. The certificates and endorsements 
are to be signed by a person authorized by that insurer to bind coverage on its behalf. All 
endorsements and certificates are to be received and approved by Valley Water before the 
Agreement is executed. In the event of a claim or dispute, Valley Water has the right to require 
Consultant's insurer to provide complete, certified copies of all required pertinent insurance 
policies, including endorsements affecting the coverage required by this document. 

If your insurance broker has any questions about the above requirements, please advise him/her 
to email Valley Water Risk Manager at RiskManager@valleywater.org. 

Certificates of Insurance  

The consultant shall furnish Valley Water with a Certificate of Insurance.  The certificates will be 
issued on a standard ACORD Form.   

Consultant shall instruct their insurance broker/agent to submit all insurance certificates and 
required notices electronically in PDF format to the designated Valley Water Contract 
Administrator and email a copy to certificatesupport@evidentid.com.  

 

The certificates will:  
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1. Identify the underwriters, the types of insurance, the insurance limits, the deductibles and 
the policy term. 

2. Include copies of all the actual policy endorsements required herein; and 
3. In the “Certificate Holder” box include: 

Santa Clara Valley Water District 
5750 Almaden Expressway 
San Jose, CA 95118 
Agreement No. XXXXX 
PlanetBid No. VW0594 

 

IMPORTANT: The Agreement number and/or PlanetBid number must be included. 

 

In the Description of Operations/Locations/Vehicles/Special Items Box: 

1. Certificate Holder shall be named as Additional Insured, and any other policy endorsement 
required in the contract, for example, Waiver of Subrogation and Primary and Non-
Contributory shall be stated. 

2. Valley Water agreement or project number shall appear. 
3. The list of policies scheduled as underlying on the Umbrella policy shall be listed.   

 

If Consultant receives any notice that any of the insurance policies required by this 
document may be cancelled or coverage reduced for any reason whatsoever, Consultant 
or insurer shall immediately provide written notice to the designated Valley Water 
Contract Administrator that such insurance policy required is canceled or coverage is 
reduced. 

Maintenance of Insurance

If Consultant fails to maintain such insurance as is called for herein, Valley Water, at its option, 
may suspend payment for work performed and/or may order Consultant to suspend all 
Consultant’s work at Consultant’s expense until a new policy of insurance is in effect. 

Renewal of Insurance 

Consultant will provide Valley Water with a current Certificate of Insurance and endorsements 
thirty (30) business days prior to the expiration of insurance.   
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Consultant shall instruct its insurance broker/agent to:

1. Submit all renewals of insurance certificates and required notices electronically in PDF 
format to: 
  

2. Provide the following information in the “Certificate Holder” box: 

Santa Clara Valley Water District 
5750 Almaden Expressway 
San Jose, CA 95118 
Agreement No. XXXXX 
PlanetBid No. VW0594  
 

IMPORTANT: The Agreement number and/or PlanetBid number must be included. 

Consultant must, at its sole cost and expense, procure and maintain during the entire 
period of this Agreement, or for such other time as required herein, the following minimum 
insurance coverage(s).   

Required Coverages 

1. Commercial General/Business Liability Insurance which shall be written on an 
occurrence basis with coverage as indicated below: 

 

$2,000,000 per occurrence / $2,000,000 aggregate limits for bodily injury, personal and 
advertising injury, and property damage. 

General Liability insurance must include without limitation: 

a. Be written on standard ISO forms or inspected and approved by the Risk Manager. 
b. Include coverage at least as broad as found in standard ISO form CG 00 01. 
c. Contractual Liability expressly including liability assumed under this contract. 
d. Severability of Interest provision. 
e. Products-Completed Operations coverage. 
f. Broad Form Property Damage liability                 
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g. Include Premise and Operations 
h. An endorsement covering damage to property in the care, custody, or control of the 

Consultant. 
 

2. Business Auto Liability Insurance with coverage as indicated: 
 

$1,000,000 combined single limit for bodily injury and property damage per occurrence, 
covering all owned, non-owned and hired vehicles.  

 
3. Professional/Errors and Omissions Liability with coverage shall include without 

limitation: 
 

$1,000,000 per claim/ $2,000,000 aggregate. 
If the policy has a self-insured retention (SIR), it shall not exceed one hundred thousand 
dollars ($100,000), unless expressly approved by Valley Water. 

 
Professional/Errors and Omission Liability appropriate to the Consultant’s profession, and 
the policy shall include:  
 
a. Covers claims related to errors, omissions, or negligence in the delivery of 

professional services.  
b. Includes defense costs, settlements and judgements arising from covered claims.  
c. Coverage may be written on a claims-made form.  If coverage is on a claims-made 

basis, the coverage must be maintained for at least 5 years after all Services under 
this Agreement are complete. 

d. To the fullest extent permitted by law, contractual liability coverage for liability 
assumed under contract, for the indemnity obligations forth in this Agreement. 

e. The policy must have a retroactive date which is the same as or predates the  
execution of this Agreement. 

 

4. Workers' Compensation and Employer’s Liability Insurance  
 

Statutory California Workers’ Compensation coverage covering all work to be 
performed for Valley Water. 
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Employer Liability coverage for not less than $1,000,000 each accident; $1,000,000 
policy limit bodily injury by disease; $1,000,000 each employee bodily injury by 
disease.   

 

5. Cyber Liability 

$1,000,000 per claim/ $2,000,000 aggregate. 
 

a. Liability arising from the unauthorized access to, disclosure, acquisition, loss, 
dissemination and/or use of Confidential Information. For purposes of this 
section, “Confidential Information” shall include but not limited to, personally 
identifiable information (PII), protected health information (PHI), financial 
accountant information, security codes, access codes, passwords, security codes 
or personal identification numbers (PINS), and any other information protected by 
the Agreement or applicable privacy laws; 

b. Costs arising from mandatory or contractual notifications related to unauthorized 
access, disclosure, acquisition, loss, or use of confidential information and related 
mitigation costs, including but not limited to, credit monitoring, identity theft 
protection services, call center support, forensic investigation, legal fees, and 
regulatory fines or penalties imposed under the California Consumer Privacy Act 
(CCPA), California Privacy Rights Act (CPRA), or other applicable privacy and data 
protection laws; 

c. Network security liability arising from the unauthorized access to, use of, or 
tampering with computer systems, including hacker attacks and ransomware 
coverage. 

d. Liability arising from the introduction of a computer virus into or otherwise causing 
damage to vendor (first party) or customer’s (third party) computer, computer 
system, network, or similarly related property and the data, software and 
programs thereon.  

e. Certificate of Insurance shall clearly state that the coverage is claims-made. 
f. Policy retroactive date must coincide with or precede the Consultant’s start of work 

(including subsequent policies purchased as renewals or replacements). 
g. Policy must allow for reporting of circumstances or incidents that might give rise to 

future claims. 
h. Insurance must be maintained, and evidence of insurance must be provided for at 

least three (3) years after completion of the contract of work.   
 
 
 
General Requirements
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With respect to all coverages noted above, the following additional requirements apply:

1. Additional Insured Endorsement(s): Consultant must provide an additional insured 
endorsement for Commercial General/Business Liability (for both on-going and completed 
operations) Pollution Liability, and  Business Automobile liability coverage naming Valley 
Water, its Directors, officers, employees, and agents, individually and collectively, 
as additional insureds, and must provide coverage for acts, omissions, and negligence 
arising out of the named insureds’ activities and work. Other public entities may also be 
added to the additional insured endorsement as applicable, and the Consultant will be 
notified of such requirement(s) by Valley Water. This section does not apply to the 
Workers’ Compensation, Cyber Liability, and Professional Liability policies. 
 

(NOTE: Additional insurance on the Certificate of Insurance is NOT acceptable without 
separate endorsement such as Form CG 20 10, CG 2033, CG 2037, CG 2038, and 
applicable endorsements for Waivers of Subrogation (CG 24 04) and Primary & Non-
contributory (CG 20 01).   Editions dated 07/04 are not acceptable.) 

 
2. Primacy Clause: Except for Workers’ Compensation and Professional Liability, 

Consultant will provide evidence (either through the Certificate of Insurance, endorsement 
or language in the insurance policy) that consultant’s insurance is primary with respect to 
any other insurance which may be carried by Valley Water, its Directors, its officers, agents 
and employees, and Valley Water’s coverage must not be called upon to contribute or 
share in the loss.  NOTE: This section does not apply to the Workers’ Compensation or 
Professional Liability policies. 
 

3. Cancellation Clause: Consultant or its insurer shall provide at least thirty (30) days prior 
written notice to Valley Water of cancellation of any insurance required under this 
Agreement. 
 

4. Acceptability of Insurers: All coverages must be issued by companies admitted to 
conduct business in the State of California, which hold a current policy holder's alphabetic 
and financial size category rating of not less than A- VII, according to the current Best's 
Key Rating Guide or a company of equal financial stability that is approved by Valley 
Water’s Risk Manager. Non-Admitted companies may be substituted on a very limited 
basis at the Risk Manager’s sole discretion. 
 

5. Self-Insured Retentions or Deductibles: Any deductibles or self-insured retentions must 
be declared to and approved by Valley Water. At the option of Valley Water, either the 
insurer shall reduce or eliminate such deductibles or self-insured retentions as respects 
Valley Water, its officers, officials, employees and volunteers; or the Consultant shall  
provide evidence satisfactory to Valley Water of its financial ability to satisfy the SIR. 
Consultant agrees that in the event of a claim they will pay down any agreed upon SIR in 
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a prompt manner as soon as bills are incurred in order to trigger the insurance related to
the SIR. 

6. Subconsultants: The Consultant shall secure, maintain or shall be responsible for  
ensuring that all subconsultants performing the Contract Services secure and maintain all 
insurance coverages appropriate to their tier and scope of work in a form and from 
insurance companies reasonably acceptable to Valley Water. 
 

7. Amount of Liability not Limited to Amount of Insurance: The insurance procured by 
Consultant for the benefit of Valley Water must not be deemed to release or limit any 
liability of Consultant.  Damages recoverable by Valley Water for any liability of Consultant 
must, in any event, not be limited by the amount of the required insurance coverage. 
 

8. Coverage to be Occurrence Based: Except for Professional Liability and Pollution 
Liability, all coverage must be occurrence-based coverage.  Claims-made coverage is not 
allowed. 
 

9. Waiver of Subrogation: Consultant agrees to waive subrogation against Valley Water to 
the extent any loss suffered by Consultant is covered by any Commercial General Liability 
policy, Automobile policy, Workers’ Compensation, and Pollution Liability policy described 
in Required Coverages above.  Consultant agrees to advise its broker/agent/insurer and 
agrees to provide evidence (either through the Certificate of Insurance, endorsement or 
language in the insurance policy) that subrogation has been waived by its insurer. 
 

10. Severability of Interest. Except for Workers’ Compensation and Professional Liability, a 
severability of interest must apply to all the additional insureds, ensuring that Consultant’s 
insurance shall apply separately to each insured against whom claim is made or suit is 
brought, except with respect to the insurer’s limits of liability. 

 

11. Non-compliance: Valley Water reserves the right to withhold payments to the Consultant 
in the event of material noncompliance with the insurance requirements outlined above. 
 
 
 
 

[REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK] 
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS NEEDED  

General Liability: A. Limits ($2,000,000/$2,000,000)
B. Additional Insured (Endorsement) 

C. 
Waiver of Subrogation (COI, 
Endorsement or policy language) 

 

D.
Primacy (COI, Endorsement or policy 
language)

E. Cancellation Endorsement

Auto Liability: A. Limits ($1,000,000)
B. Additional Insured (Endorsement)

C. 
Waiver of Subrogation (COI, 
Endorsement or policy language) 

 

D. 
Primacy (COI, Endorsement or policy 
language) 

 

E. Cancellation Endorsement
Umbrella: A. Limits ($ enter amount $)

B. 
Primacy (Endorsement or policy 
language) 

 

Workers Comp:
A. 

Limits (Statutory)
Employers’ Liability ($1,000,000) 

 

B. 
Waiver of Subrogation (Endorsement or 
policy language) 

 

C. Cancellation Endorsement
Professional Liability: A. Limits ($1,000,000/$2,000,000)

B. Cancellation Endorsement

Cyber Liability: A. Limits ($1,000,000/$2,000,000)
 B. Cancellation Endorsement
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1. Representatives 

A. Valley Water’s representatives are as listed below. Unless otherwise provided in this 
Agreement, all correspondence to Valley Water shall be addressed to Valley Water 
Project Manager (VWPM). 

Michael Martin (VWPM) 
Senior Water Resources Specialist 
Santa Clara Valley Water District 
5750 Almaden Expressway 
San Jose, CA 95118-3638 
 

Phone: 408.630.3095 
Email: michaelmartin@valleywater.org 

Kurt Lueneburger 
Environmental Services Manager 
Santa Clara Valley Water District 
5750 Almaden Expressway 
San Jose, CA 95118-3638 
 

Phone: 408.630.3055 
Email: klueneburger@valleywater.org 

John Bourgeois 
Deputy Operating Officer 
Santa Clara Valley Water District 
5750 Almaden Expressway 
San Jose, CA 95118-3638 
 

Phone: 408.630.2290 
Email: jbourbeois@valleywater.org 

B. Consultant’s Project Manager is as listed below. All Valley Water questions pertaining to 
this Agreement shall be referred to the Consultant’s Project Manager.  

Angie Alexander  
Director  
Panorama Environmental, Inc. 
 

Phone: 415.269.2855 
Email: angie.alexander@panoramaenv.com 
 

C. Consultant’s Principal Officer for this Agreement is as listed below. As per the 
Agreement, Section Twelve, Miscellaneous Provisions, subsection 21. Notices, all 
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notices pertaining to this Agreement must be submitted to the Consultant’s Principal 
Officer. 

Tania Treis 
Principal 
Panorama Environmental, Inc. 
717 Market Street, Suite 400 
 

Phone: 650.340.4829 
Email: Tania.Treis@panoramaenv.com 

2. Scope of Services 

A. The Consultant will perform environmental planning and permitting services for Valley 
Water projects and programs to provide environmental compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and other state and federal environmental 
regulations. Consultant’s services will be requested on an “as-requested” or “as-needed 
basis” to assist Valley Water in accomplishing capital, maintenance, replacement, 
mitigation, and stewardship projects in a timely manner. Valley Water may request 
services from the Consultant at any time during the term of this Agreement and by staff 
at different levels of experience and expertise.   

B.  The scope of On-Call services may include tasks as described below: 

1. Project Management 
2. Development of goals and objectives, and Project Descriptions  
3. Conducting environmental investigations, surveys and studies for environmental 

factors required by CEQA or NEPA.  
4. Providing CEQA and/or NEPA analysis and documentation for Valley Water capital 

projects and operational programs. 
5. Provide assistance with regulatory compliance processes. 
6. Development of mitigation plans. 

C. Valley Water entered into a Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) loan 
agreement with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for various projects 
that this on-call contract may support. The WIFIA established a federal credit program 
(WIFIA program) authorizing EPA to provide direct loans and loan guarantees to eligible 
borrowers for water infrastructure projects.  All contracts issued for a project receiving a 
WIFIA loan are subject to federal requirements review as part of the WIFIA program’s 
compliance monitoring responsibilities.  Because the WIFIA loan proceeds may be used 
to pay for the Services rendered pursuant to this Agreement, Consultant is required to 
adhere to certain federal contract provisions, which are attached hereto as Exhibit A, 
Federal Requirements to Appendix One, Additional Legal Terms, and incorporated into 
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the Agreement by this reference.  Consultant agrees to adhere to such applicable 
Federal Contract Provisions. 

3. Agreement Objectives 

Valley Water implements capital projects and operational programs to meet its mission in 
water supply, flood protection, and watershed stewardship. The on-call services provided 
pursuant to this Agreement will augment the services of Valley Water staff and provide specific 
environmental planning and permitting expertise as needed. 

All services required pursuant to this Agreement will be provided only on an as-needed/as-
requested basis by the issuance of a Task Order by Valley Water to the Consultant.  A specific 
scope will be developed for each task order which will define the deliverables for a total not-to-
exceed amount. No work is authorized without a task order. The Consultant will perform 
services on a Task Order basis as authorized by the VWPM, as set forth in the On-Call 
Consultant Agreement, Section Twelve, Miscellaneous Provisions, subsection 13. Task 
Orders. 

4. Background 

The mission of Valley Water is to provide Silicon Valley safe, clean water for a healthy life, 
environment, and economy. 

Valley Water is a public agency providing water supply, flood protection, groundwater 
management, and stream stewardship by managing an integrated water resources system on 
behalf of Santa Clara County’s 2 million residents. Valley Water manages ten dams and 
surface water reservoirs, three water treatment plants, a state-of-the-art water quality 
laboratory, and more than 275 miles of streams. For information about Valley Water, visit 
www.valleywater.org. 

5. Intent 

A. Valley Water intends to retain up to five consultants to perform on-call environmental 
planning and permitting services for a four-year term with the option of a one (1) year 
extension, if it is in the best interest of Valley Water. Task orders will be issued on a 
competitive basis when conflicts of interest do not exist.  There is no guarantee of any 
amount of work that will be given to the selected firms. One or more of the selected firms 
will start up to one year later to provide flexibility and coverage at the end of the agreement 
term. 

B. The deliverables, number of staff hours and proposed staff for each Task Order will 
depend on the nature and scope of services requested by Valley Water.  The not-to-
exceed fees of each Task Order will be negotiated with the services provided.  

C. Consultant may be awarded multiple Task Orders pursuant to this agreement, for the 
same Valley Water Project. 
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D. The Consultant will not be eligible to bid on future design services or construction projects 
for which they provided services if it creates a conflict of interest as discussed below. 

E. Conflict of Interest. In addition to Valley Water’s General Terms and Conditions, the 
following will apply with regard to conflict of interest:  
1) Consultant is precluded from performing services for any other entity, or in any other 

capacity for Valley Water, on the same Valley Water project, for which a Task Order 
has been issued.  

2) Task Orders will be voided when the Consultant cannot perform the Services due to a 
conflict of interest. 

3) Consultant must bring any conflict of interest to Valley Water’s attention as soon as 
the Consultant is aware of the potential conflict. 

4) If Consultant is already performing services on a Valley Water project, unrelated to 
this Agreement, in any capacity, a Task Order related to that project will not be issued 
pursuant to this Agreement. 

6. Assumptions and Requirements 

A. General Assumptions and Requirements 

1) Manage Scope of Services. Consultant shall manage the Scope of Services such 
that the work is completed within the Not-to-Exceed Fees limit and schedule for each 
Task Order and ensure that all services and deliverables meet Valley Water and 
Project requirements. 
 

2) Deliverable Format. Consultant shall submit deliverables in both electronic and 
hardcopy format, if requested. Deliverables shall be submitted in PDF and native 
(editable) format, including Word documents, Excel spreadsheets, PowerPoint files, 
Autodesk files, etc. Valley Water may require original copies of signed documents 
and/or scanned (Adobe PDF) versions. 
a. Valley Water Standardization Requirements 

(1) Consultant shall perform the Services utilizing Valley Water nomenclature, 
standardized forms, software requirements, documented procedures, and best 
management practices. Consultant shall use Microsoft Office software and 
Autodesk Civil 3D software that is compatible with Valley Water’s current 
Microsoft Office software and Autodesk software used at the time(s) Valley 
Water issues a Notice to Proceed for each Task Order pursuant to this 
Agreement. 
 

(2) Engineering drawings prepared by Consultant must be in compliance with 
Valley Water’s Computer-Aided Design and Drafting (CADD) standards 
including line types, line weights, text sizes, text orientation, dimensioning, 
labeling/numbering system for detailed plan views and detailed section views. 
Drawings prepared using different CADD software and versions must be 
converted to be compatible with Valley Water’s CADD software at no additional 
cost to Valley Water. Prior to acceptance, Valley Water reserves the right to 
test the submitted CADD files to verify that the files are not corrupted or missing 
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linkages (for blocks, etc., used in the drawings) and that the standards are 
retained during the conversion process used by the Consultant. 

(3) Spatial data shall be provided as requested consistent with Valley Water 
Standards for GIS Products dated April 2021, or as subsequently amended. 

 
3) Review of Deliverables. Valley Water will review and comment on all Project 

deliverables and forward to the Consultant for revision and preparation of final 
versions. As determined by Valley Water, some of the deliverables may also be 
subject to review and comment from regulatory agencies and stakeholders following 
Valley Water review process.   

 
4) Valley Water Quality Environmental Management System. Valley Water 

maintains a Quality Environmental Management System (QEMS) which has 
procedures, guidelines, and work instructions for the performance of various Valley 
Water work. If requested, Consultant will perform the applicable Agreement tasks 
and/or subtasks in accordance with the QEMS framework. In such situations, the 
VWPM will provide the Consultant with the specific QEMS procedure, guidelines, 
and/or work instruction prior to the production of deliverables. 

 
5) Consultant Responsibility. Consultant, with its expertise in performing the Services 

described herein, is responsible for making the appropriate assumptions in each task 
to complete deliverables and to achieve the objectives of this Agreement and for 
each Task Order. 

 
6) Document Control. Consultant is responsible for establishing and maintaining its 

own document control system to execute this Scope of Services.  An internal 
document control system is maintained by Valley Water. 

 
7) File Exchange Service. Consultant will provide a file exchange service, accessible to 

all parties as designated by Valley Water, to facilitate communications; particularly of 
large files (over 3 megabytes).  Any difficulties using and transmitting information with 
this exchange service shall be resolved by the Consultant. In the event that 
transmitting or receiving information does not occur in a timely manner, Valley Water 
will not be responsible for delays in completing Project work.  Consultant may need to 
coordinate with Valley Water’s Information Technology Division to address any firewall 
issues and/or permissions required to allow for these communications. 

8) Quality Assurance / Quality Control (QA/QC) Program. 
 
a. Consultant will develop and implement ongoing, proven QA/QC procedures. 

Consultant will implement a formal Quality Management Program to ensure that 
Valley Water receives quality-controlled deliverables. The Program will include 
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quality control checks of calculations and work products, as well as quality 
assurance reviews and documentation of the quality control process. Consultant’s 
QA/QC procedures will include a review of all deliverables using appropriately 
qualified technical resources and advisors. 
 

b. The QA/QC procedures must include details and methodology for reviewing 
documents, including technical memos, and cost estimates. Reviews will be 
assigned, and sign-off procedures will be documented.  

c. Consultant must maintain records that demonstrate that quality reviews were 
performed on Consultant and Subconsultant deliverables. 

 
7. Scope of Services Tasks Orders 

The Valley Water Project Manager will identify and communicate the applicable 
objectives, tasks, and services for each Task Order to the Consultant which may be 
based on tasks listed below. With an understanding of the tasks and services 
required, the Consultant will prepare a draft Task Order proposal in accordance with 
the On-Call Consultant Agreement, Section Twelve, Miscellaneous Provisions, 
subsection 13. Task Orders.  

Project Management 

The Consultant shall manage the overall Scope of Services, and services identified 
for individual Task Orders, such that the work is completed within the not-to-exceed 
fees limit and in accordance with the Project Schedule stated in each Task Order, 
while ensuring that all services and deliverables by the Consultant meet Valley Water 
requirements. The Consultant will identify the project control activities, regular check-
in meetings, schedule, QA/QC procedures, and other management and coordination 
necessary to successfully complete the Task Order. Assumptions and deliverables 
will be established for each Task Order. 

Development of Project Description  

Consultant may develop the formal project description of capital projects or 
operational programs. This work may include:  

 Development of problem definitions, goals and objectives 
 Analysis of existing data and information or otherwise compiling data and 

information relevant to the project  
 Preparation of base maps and other figures  
 Screening alternatives 
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Environmental Investigations, Survey, and Studies 

Consultant may conduct environmental studies in support of CEQA/NEPA analysis 
and/or permitting for capital projects or operational programs. Examples of studies that 
may be requested include (but is not limited to):  

 Research and documentation of the regulatory setting. 
 Biological Resources – surveys for sensitive species, wetland delineations. 
 Noise - noise monitoring, modeling noise impacts from construction equipment and 

operations. 
 Traffic - establishing baseline conditions, modeling trip generation. 
 Visual - developing visual simulations or evaluating visual impacts. 
 Air Quality – establishing baseline condition, modeling construction related 

emissions, greenhouse gas emissions, evaluating health risks from emissions. 
 Hydrology/Hydraulics - creek flow, flood risk, sediment transport, stormwater. 
 Cultural / Tribal Resources – conducting records searches, conducting pedestrian 

surveys, evaluating historic resources, coordinating monitoring, and preparing 
cultural resource reports and DPR Forms 523. 

 Wildfire – conducting hazard risk assessments. 
 Hazards / Hazardous Materials – Records searches and conducting site 

assessments.  
 Socioeconomic factors 

 

Environmental Evaluation  

Consultant may prepare environmental analyses in support of capital projects or 
operational programs. This work may include: 

 Providing expert review and technical advice to address special environmental 
planning needs. 

 Preparation of documents required by the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) such as Initial Studies, Mitigated Negative Declarations, Environmental 
Impact Reports, and supplemental and subsequent documents. 

 Development of documents under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
 Support of public outreach under CEQA such as scoping meetings and public 

hearings. 
 Preparation of response to public comments. 
 Preparation of findings required under CEQA. 
 Preparation and maintenance of the administrative record 

 

Regulatory Permitting Assistance  

Consultant may support natural resource agency regulatory permitting and consultation 
activities for capital projects or operational programs with the United States Army Corp 
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of Engineers (USACE); United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS); National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS); Valley Habitat Agency (VHA); California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW); State Office of Historic Preservation (SHPO); Bay 
Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC), Regional Water Quality Control 
Boards (RWQCB) and the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB). Requested 
work may include (but is not limited to): 

 Preparation of draft and final permit applications and materials, including supporting 
technical documentation. 

 Provide support to Valley Water during permit negotiations.  This support may take 
the form of providing expert review and strategizing with Valley Water, preparing 
handouts and/or displays, attending meetings to answer questions and/or give short 
presentations. 

 Cultural and Historic Resources permitting and consultation.  Under direction of 
Valley Water, the consultant will develop applicable technical materials for 
compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) as 
applicable. 

 Provide documentation associated with Valley Habitat Plan (VHP) compliance 
requirements including but not limited to ground cover verification, completion of draft 
and final VHP reporting forms, calculations of applicable fees. 
 

Mitigation Plans 

The Consultant may develop mitigation plans, monitoring plans, or similar for projects 
and programs to meet mitigation and permit requirements. 

8. Attachments  
The following Standard Consultant Agreement listed Attachments are incorporated 
herein by this reference as though set forth in full: 
 
Attachment One - Fees and Payments 
Attachment Two - Schedule of Completion 
Attachment Three - Consultant’s Key Staff and Subconsultants 
Attachment Four - Reference Materials 
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1. Total Authorized Funding

Total payment for Services performed, to the satisfaction of Valley Water, as described in 
the Schedule(s) will not exceed a total amount of $3,000,000 Not-to-Exceed Fees or NTE. 
Under no conditions will the total compensation to the Consultant exceed NTE payment 
amount without prior written approval in the form of an amendment to this Agreement 
executed by Valley Water’s Board of Directors (Board), or Chief Executive Officer, or 
designee, as authorized by the Board. The NTE also represents an Aggregate Fee amount 
that shall apply to each On-Call Agreement awarded for on-call environmental planning and 
permitting services.  There is no guarantee of any particular amount of compensation to 
Consultant under this Agreement.  

2. Terms and Conditions 

A. Payments for services performed which applies to the specific Services, will be based on 
the following terms: 

1) Valley Water will pay for Services provided by the Consultant according to the 
schedule of rates for professional, technical, and administrative personnel as well as 
materials and supplies as listed below in the Hourly/Unit Rate Schedule. 

2) The stated hourly rates are effective for the term of this Agreement unless otherwise 
revised as indicated. After 12 months from the date this Agreement is entered into by 
parties (“anniversary date”), and each 12 months thereafter, these hourly rates may 
be negotiated by the Consultant and Valley Water, provided Consultant submits 
written notice to Valley Water of Consultant’s request to revise the hourly rates 90 
calendar days prior to the anniversary date of this Agreement. Both parties will use as 
a benchmark for negotiations the percent change for the previous 12 months of the 
“Employment Cost Index (ECI), for total compensation for private industry workers, for 
the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose, CA CSA Census region and metropolitan area 
(not seasonally adjusted)” as published by the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, or 2%, whichever is less. A negative index will result in rates 
remaining the same. Such rate revisions are subject to written approval by Valley 
Water’s Deputy Operating Officer.  

B. Reimbursable Expenses  
 
1) All reimbursable expenses not already covered in overhead may include, but are not 

limited to, mapping, rendering, printouts, leased equipment, mailing and delivery 
services, printing services, film and processing, plotting, and supplies. These other 
direct expenses as approved by Valley Water Project Manager (VWPM) will be billed 
on a monthly basis at actual cost plus 5% linked to each Agreement Task, provided 
that the Task total NTE amount is not exceeded. Consultant shall provide detailed 
receipts for each other direct expense item(s) with monthly invoices submitted. No 

Attachment 4 
Page 51 of 61

837



SCHEDULE EP
ATTACHMENT ONE 

FEES AND PAYMENTS 
 

On-Call Environmental Planning and Permitting Services Agreement No. A5713A / PB File No. VW0594

Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement-Capital-PMIS - 12/13/24
Ver. 05.12.26  

Page 52 of 61 

markup will be applied to reimbursable expenses, either by the Consultant or by its 
subconsultants, subcontractors, or vendors. Consultant shall provide invoices for all 
such services regardless of cost. 

2) Equipment purchased on behalf of Valley Water that costs $50 or more must receive 
the prior written approval of Valley Water Project Manager (VWPM). All equipment 
purchased on behalf of Valley Water and paid for by Valley Water shall become the 
property of Valley Water and be delivered to Valley Water prior to expiration of this 
Agreement. 
 

3) Travel expenses are reimbursed at actual costs. Travel and overnight 
accommodations, including per diem, required for performance of this Agreement will 
be paid at reasonable cost not to exceed the U.S. General Services Agency Per Diem 
Rates for Sunnyvale/Palo Alto/San Jose, California area, provided prior approval has 
been obtained from Valley Water Project Manager (VWPM). For air travel, Valley 
Water will pay the cost of a coach class or equivalent ticket. Where air travel is 
required, Valley Water will pay the total cost of taxi, rideshare, public transportation, 
or a rental car, which may include insurance, gas, car fee, and taxes and will be paid 
at the actual costs incurred. Vehicle rental is limited to a compact or economy model, 
unless prior approval has been obtained from Valley Water Project Manager (VWPM) 
for a different type of vehicle. 
 

4) Expenses incurred by the Consultant, including for Subconsultants, subcontractors 
and vendors, including lab services, will be reimbursed at actual cost plus 5%. 
Consultant shall provide invoices for all such services regardless of cost.  The 5% 
markup will be applied only once, either by the Consultant or by its subconsultants, 
subcontractors, or vendors. 

 

[REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK] 
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HOURLY/UNIT RATE TABLE

CLASSIFICATION/STAFF
HOURLY/

UNIT RATE

Consultant: Panorama Environmental, Inc. 

Principal $286.56 

Director $271.86  

Senior Manager $229.25  

Senior Project Manager $213.08  

Senior Planner/Project Manager $176.34  

Sr Biologist $174.87 

Env Planner III $168.97  

Env Planner II $157.24  

Staff Biologist $152.83  

Env Planner I $136.66  

Senior Archaeologist $168.12  

Senior GIS Manager $191.04  

GIS Manager $176.34  

GIS Specialist $106.98  

Project Control Specialist $161.64  

Administrative Manager $118.29  

Environmental Analyst $107.26  

Technical Editor $152.83 

Formatting Specialist $146.69  

Subconsultant(s): Far Western 

Senior Principal $200.19

Associate Principal $186.50 

Junior Principal $182.97 

Senior Principal Investigator $150.98 

Associate Principal Investigator $136.32 

Junior Principal Investigator $122.14 

PI/Geoarchaeologist $157.38 

Principal Paleontologist $152.26 
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CLASSIFICATION/STAFF
HOURLY/

UNIT RATE 

GIS Program Manager $198.65

GIS Senior Analyst $102.90

GIS Associate Analyst $93.48

GIS Junior Analyst $78.05

GIS Technician $71.65

Senior Lab Director $129.23

Associate Lab Director $106.45

Junior Lab Director $103.87

Principal Archaeobotanist $145.66

Senior Lab Scientist $101.72

Lab Staff Archaeologist $78.05

Senior Art Director $135.19

Associate Art Director $95.96

Production Director $111.32

Senior Production Specialist $89.39

Associate Production Specialist $81.25

Junior Production Specialist $68.45

Data Analyst $75.64

Senior Lead Archaeologist $122.24

Associate Lead Archaeologist $99.95

Junior Lead Archaeologist $92.48

Senior Staff Archaeologist $88.29

Associate Staff Archaeologist $83.17

Junior Staff Archaeologist $79.58

Asst. Project Manager $88.62

Asst. Monitoring Coordinator $83.99

Project and Proposal Director $129.87

Operations Supervisor $96.09

Senior Logistics Coordinator $89.13

Associate Logistics Coordinator $83.81

Junior Logistics Coordinator $80.61

Safety Coordinator $102.08
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CLASSIFICATION/STAFF
HOURLY/

UNIT RATE 

Administrative Assistant $63.67 

Senior Arch Field Technician $45.35

Associate Arch Field Technician $39.38 

Junior Arch Field Technician $32.62

Senior Paleo Field Technician $50.52

Associate Paleo Field Technician $42.38 

Junior Paleo Field Technician $34.21

Subconsultant(s): Fehr & Peers 

Principal $387.60 

Senior Associate $264.75

Associate $241.35 

Senior Engineer / Planner $182.85 

Engineer / Planner $152.85 

Senior Engineering Technician $152.12 

Project Admin/Project Coordinator $127.26 

Technician $150.66 

Intern $100.40 

Subconsultant(s): Triple HS, Inc. dba H.T. Harvey & 
Associates 

Principal $339.14 

Senior Associate Ecologist $223.27 

Associate Ecologist $205.43 

Senior Ecologist 2 $188.91

Senior Ecologist 1 $173.61

Ecologist 2 $158.75 

Ecologist 1 $144.34 

Field Biologist 2 $131.55 

Field Biologist 1 $119.65 

Senior GIS Analyst $190.18 

GIS Analyst $145.68 

GIS Technician $119.65 

Senior Technical Support $167.36 
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CLASSIFICATION/STAFF
HOURLY/

UNIT RATE 

Technical Support $112.59

Clerical $73.10

Subconsultant(s): JRP Historical 

Principal Architectural Historian - Meta 
Bunse 

$219.36

Principal Architectural Historian -
Christopher McMorris 

$213.95

Principal Architectural Historian - Bryan 
Larson 

$202.13

Senior Historian / Architectural Historian II $134.31

Senior Historian/Architectural Historian I $133.49

Historian/Architectural Historian III $103.43

Historian/Architectural Historian II $97.93

Contracts Manager $98.87

Graphics / GIS Technician $91.17

Historian / Architectural Historian I $80.31

Assistant Contracts Manager $78.58

Research Assistant III $72.28

Research Assistant II $60.14

Research Assistant I $57.44

Subconsultant(s): Lotus Water

Principal Engineer $284.81 

Subconsultant(s): Northgate Environmental Management

Associate Geologist $269.09

Associate Environmental Planner  $194.13 

Senior Scientist $199.77 

Project Assistant $107.87 

GIS $204.42 

Prevailing Wage Field Rate* $282.74 

Subconsultant(s): RCH Group

Principal / Senior Scientist $173.30 

Senior Air Quality Scientist $164.21 

Senior Associate $136.46 
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CLASSIFICATION/STAFF
HOURLY/

UNIT RATE 

Technical Associate II $105.20

Technical Associate I $67.61

Subconsultant(s): Wildland Resource Management

Senior Wildland Fire Manager $250.16
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1. This Agreement commences on the Effective Date, subject to accomplishment of all  
conditions to formation of an agreement listed in the Standard Consultant Agreement, 
Section Twelve, Miscellaneous Provisions, subsection 2. Formation of Agreement. 
 

2. This Agreement expires 4 years after the Effective Date, unless Valley Water, at its sole 
discretion, extends the term of the Agreement by exercising its one (1) one-year option 
period.  An extension of the term of this Agreements must be in the form of a written 
amendment and signed by both Parties.  

 
3. Each Task Order will state the schedule for Consultant’s performance of that Task Order. 

 
 
 

(REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK) 
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1. Consultant’s key staff assigned to the Project are as follows:

Team Member Classification  Project Role 
Contact Information 

(Address, Phone and Email) 

Tania Treis Principal Contract Manager 717 Market Street, Ste 400 

San Francisco, CA 94103

650.340.4829 
Tania.Treis@panoramaenv.com 

Susanne Heim Principal Contract Manager 717 Market Street, Ste 400 

San Francisco, CA 94103

858.349.8883 

Susanne.Heim@panoramaenv.com 

Angie Alexander Director Consultant’s 
Project Manager 

717 Market Street, Ste 400 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

415.269.2855 

Angie.Alexander@panoramaenv.com 

Keri Hill Senior Project 
Manager 

Project Manager 717 Market Street, Ste 400 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

650.373.1200 

Keri.Hill@panoramaenv.com 

Rita Wilke Senior 
Manager 

Project Manager 717 Market Street, Ste 400 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

650.373.1200 

Rita.Wilke@panoramaenv.com 

Caitlin Gilleran Senior 
Manager 

Project Manager 717 Market Street, Ste 400 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

650.373.1200 

Caitlin.Gilleran@panoramaenv.com 

Jesse Reebs Senior Project 
Manager 

Senior Biologist 
and Project 
Manager 

717 Market Street, Ste 400 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

650.373.1200 

Jesse.Reebs@panoramaenv.com 

2. The following Subconsultants and Subcontractors are authorized to perform Services 
pursuant to this Agreement: 
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Firm
Project Role Contact Information

(Address, Phone and Email) 

HT Harvey & Associates Biological Resources 720 University Ave, Ste 200

Los Gatos, CA 95032

408.458.3200 

srottenborn@harveyecology.com 

RCH Noise and Air 6521 Chesbro Circle

Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 

916.782.4427 

mratte@therchgroup.com 

Far Western Cultural Resources 
Management 

200 Gate 5 Road, Suite 102

Sausalito, CA 94965

415.413.1450 

melinda@farwestern.com 

JRP Historical 2850 Spafford Street

Davis CA 95618 

530.757.2521 

CMcMorris@jrphistorical.com 

Fehr and Peers Land Use and 
Transportation 

345 California Street Ste 450

San Francisco, CA 94104 

415.348.0300 m.haynes@fehrandpeers.com 

Lotus Hydrology and 
Hydraulic Modeling 

660 Mission Street, 2nd Floor

San Francisco, CA, 94105 

415.800.6805 

ezickler@lotuswater.com 

Northgate Hazards 428 13th Street, 4th Floor

Oakland, CA 94612 

510.839.0688 

darragh.donnelly@ngem.com 

Wildlife Resource 
Management 

Wildfire carollricewildlandresilience@gmail.com 
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 Ref 
No. 

Description 

1 Santa Clara Valley Water District Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA) (FC 1650) 

2 Santa Clara Valley Water District (Valley Water) Standards for GIS Products 

April 2021 version: 
http://gis.valleywater.org/Download/GIS_PRODUCT_STANDARDS.pdf 
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This agreement (Agreement) is effective once fully executed (Effective Date), by and between 
SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT (Valley Water or District), and RINCON 
CONSULTANTS, INC., a California corporation (Consultant), individually the Party or collectively 
the Parties.

WHEREAS, Valley Water desires certain services hereinafter described and Consultant affirms it 
has the requisite experience and expertise, and desires to provide such services.

NOW, THEREFORE, Valley Water and Consultant, for the consideration and upon the Terms
and Conditions specified, agree as follows:

SECTION ONE
SCOPE OF SERVICES

The Scope of Services (Services) to be performed pursuant to this Agreement is described in the 
Schedule, Scope of Services, attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference 
(Schedule). Valley Water may require Consultant to provide all or a portion of these services 
(Services) through subsequently executed task orders (Task Orders). Task Orders will be in the 
form of the template described in Section Twelve, Miscellaneous Provisions, subsection 13. Task 
Orders and in the Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement, Appendix Three, Task Order 
Template. These Services will be provided on an on-call basis (On-Call).

SECTION TWO

DUTIES OF CONSULTANT

1. Performance

A. Each Scope of Service described in an attached Schedule must be performed by
Consultant, or at its direction, to meet the purposes specified in this Agreement.
References to “Consultant” herein include those performing any portion of the Services at
its direction such as Subconsultants, vendors, suppliers, subcontractors, and other
business entities and individuals. Consultant will collaborate with Valley Water staff in
engineering, asset management, operations, and maintenance units to be made aware of
Valley Water operational constraints, procedures, or preferences relevant to Consultant’s
performance of the Services described in the attached Schedule.

B. Unless the requirements for the Services described in the attached Schedule are
specifically modified in writing, Consultant must perform Services and provide all
deliverables as required.

C. Consultant shall not undertake any Services not described in the attached Schedule
unless authorized in writing by Valley Water prior to the performance of such Services by
issuance of a Task Order or pursuant to an amendment to this Agreement signed by both
Parties.
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2. Consultant Controlled Areas
 
Consultant is responsible for the security and safety of the area(s) it controls wherein it is 
required to perform field operations pursuant to the Scope of Services. 

3. Licensing  
 
Services performed by Consultant will be undertaken only by persons appropriately licensed, 
certified, or registered in California, as applicable to the Services described herein, when 
required by statutes or regulations, as well as pursuant to the relevant standard of care as 
described in Section Two, Duties of Consultant, subsection 11. Standard of Care. Examples 
of such Services include those performed by: California State Licensed Contractors, 
Professional Engineers and Architects, Inspectors, and Surveyors. Consultant shall make 
available upon Valley Water’s request documentation of qualifications and licensing of 
personnel performing Services described herein. Consultant must be registered with the 
California Department of Labor Standards Enforcement if the Services or a portion thereof is 
determined to be “Public Works” pursuant to California Labor Code §1720(a)(1). 

4. Valley Water’s Approval of Deliverables  
 
Deliverables prepared by Consultant, notwithstanding acceptance and approval by Valley 
Water, which Valley Water determines must subsequently be modified due to errors or 
omissions, will be corrected at no additional cost to Valley Water. 

5. Errors and Omissions  
 
The Services may include preparation of deliverables by Consultant to be implemented in a 
public works construction project. Consultant is responsible for any direct or actual damages 
incurred by Valley Water which Valley Water determines result from Consultant’s errors or 
omissions in Consultant’s deliverables, including, but not limited to, any increase in the Valley 
Water’s payment(s) due to its construction contractor, which increase is directly attributable 
to required revisions to the construction Contract Documents to the extent caused by 
Consultant’s negligent acts, errors, or omissions. 

6. Valley Water Standardization Requirements 

A. Consultant shall perform the Services utilizing Valley Water nomenclature, standardized 
forms, software requirements, documented procedures, and best management practices. 
Consultant shall use Microsoft Office software and Autodesk Civil 3D software that is 
compatible with Valley Water’s current Microsoft Office software and Autodesk software 
used at the time(s) Valley Water issues a Notice to Proceed pursuant to this Agreement. 

B. Engineering drawings prepared by Consultant must be in compliance with Valley Water’s 
Computer-Aided Design and Drafting (CADD) standards including line types, line weights, 
text sizes, text orientation, dimensioning, labeling/numbering system for detailed plan 
views and detailed section views. Drawings prepared using different CADD software and 
versions must be converted to be compatible with Valley Water’s CADD software at no 
additional cost to Valley Water. Prior to acceptance, Valley Water reserves the right to 
test the submitted CADD files to verify that the files are not corrupted or missing linkages 
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(for blocks, etc., used in the drawings) and that the standards are retained during the 
conversion process used by Consultant. 

7. Consultant’s Key Staff and Subconsultants 

A.  Consultant’s Key Staff and firms subcontracted by Consultant (Subconsultants) assigned 
to perform the Services are identified in the Schedule(s), Scope of Services, Attachment 
Three, Consultant’s Key Staff and Subconsultants. 
 

B.  The Project team organization chart and delegated responsibilities of each team member 
will be submitted to Valley Water for concurrence. 

C.  Consultant may utilize Subconsultants, subcontractors, suppliers, or vendors it deems 
appropriate to the complexity and nature of the required Services. 
 
1)  Consultant must obtain Valley Water’s approval of all Subconsultants. Upon Valley 

Water’s request, Consultant must provide copies of all Subconsultant agreements. 
 

2) Consultant must require its delegates or Subconsultants to agree, in writing, to adhere 
to Terms and Conditions of this Agreement. 

D.  Any delegation or use of Subconsultants by Consultant will not operate to relieve 
Consultant of its responsibilities as described in this Agreement. 

E.  If any of Consultant’s designated key staff persons or Subconsultants fail to perform to 
the satisfaction of Valley Water, on written notice from Valley Water, Consultant will have 
15 calendar days to remove that person from the Project and provide a replacement 
acceptable to Valley Water. 

F. Consultant will not charge Valley Water for the time it takes Consultant’s replacement 
personnel to obtain Valley Water-specific Project knowledge in the possession of the 
person(s) being replaced.  

G.  Consultant’s Key Staff: Valley Water’s Project Manager (Valley Water Project Manager) 
or authorized representatives may approve any revisions to Consultant’s list of key staff 
assigned to the Project as an administrative modification to this Agreement, and such 
approval will be confirmed in writing.  

H.  Consultant’s Subconsultants  

1) Valley Water’s authorized representatives may approve any revisions to Consultant’s 
list of authorized Subconsultants when the Subconsultant is deleted from the list and 
the Scope of Services is deleted from the Agreement or such services are assumed 
by Consultant; such approval will be confirmed in writing. 

2) Valley Water’s authorized representative may approve any revisions to Consultant’s 
list of authorized Subconsultants when a listed Subconsultant is replaced (to perform 
the same Scope) or a new Subconsultant is added (to perform new Scope), provided 
the firm complies with all insurance requirements established by the Valley Water for 
such work; such approval will be confirmed in writing.  
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8. Compliance with All Laws

A.  Consultant’s performance must be in compliance with the most current versions of any 
and all laws relevant to the Services it performs pursuant to this Agreement, including, 
but not limited to adherence to: all applicable governmental laws, statutes, ordinances, 
rules, codes, regulations, orders, and other requirements; governmental requirements 
applicable to state and federal compliance with the Professional Land Surveyors Act; 
state and federal Endangered Species Act; state and federal water quality laws; and all 
other state and federal laws or regulations regarding environmental protection and 
compliance, health, safety, wages, hours, equal employment opportunity, 
nondiscrimination, working conditions, and transportation. In the event that Valley Water’s 
assistance is necessary to achieve such compliance, Consultant shall promptly notify 
Valley Water. 

B. Consultant shall provide, at Valley Water’s request, documentation demonstrating 
Consultant’s compliance with all laws as described herein. After reasonable notice and 
according to reasonable conditions, Valley Water has the right to inspect and copy any 
records of Consultant regarding such compliance. 

C. Consultant represents and warrants that neither Consultant nor its principals are 
presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or 
voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction by any federal government 
department or agency. 

9. Occupational Safety and Health 

A. Consultant will perform the Services in compliance with the most current versions of all 
laws, standards, rules, and regulations of the Occupational Safety and Health Act, and all 
state and federal laws and regulations relating to safety and health standards. Consultant 
shall perform the Services in compliance with, will furnish only supplies, articles, and 
equipment that comply with such laws, standards, and regulations. 

B. Consultant shall immediately notify Valley Water in the event of any personal injury 
accident or occurrence occurring during the performance of the Services. Upon Valley 
Water’s request, Consultant shall provide Valley Water with documentation fully 
describing the accident and injury and the actions implemented to prevent similar 
occurrences. 

10. Consultant as Independent Contractor  
 
Consultant will perform all Services as an independent contractor and not an agent or 
employee of Valley Water. Consultant represents and warrants that it and its contractors who 
are performing any of the Services as Subconsultants will perform such Services as an 
independent contractor, and neither Consultant nor Subconsultants nor their employees are 
the servants, agents or employees of Valley Water. Except as expressly provided in this 
Agreement, Valley Water exercises no direction, supervision or control over Consultant, its 
employees, agents, or Subconsultants. 
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11. Standard of Care

A. Consultant must possess and maintain during the term of this Agreement all 
certifications, licenses, permits, and qualifications to perform the Services and prepare all 
deliverables. Consultant must perform all Services and prepare all deliverables in 
accordance with those standards and practices of care, skill, and diligence that are 
generally recognized and customarily observed by competent persons in Consultant’s 
area of specialty in the State of California at the time such Services are rendered. 

B. Consultant shall perform the Services and prepare all deliverables without any errors or 
omissions, and in accordance with Section Two, Duties of Consultant, subsection 8. 
Compliance with All Laws. 

C. Consultant and its Subconsultants must perform the Services in compliance with all 
applicable written federal, state and local codes, statutes, laws, regulations, and 
ordinances, including, but not limited to, environmental, energy conservation, and 
disabled access requirements as per the provisions of Section Two, Duties of Consultant, 
subsection 8. Compliance with All Laws. 

SECTION THREE 
 

DUTIES OF VALLEY WATER 

1. Available Data  
 
Valley Water will make available to Consultant all data and information in its possession and 
control and which it deems necessary to the preparation of the deliverables specified in the 
Schedule. Valley Water will actively aid and assist Consultant in obtaining such information 
from other agencies and individuals as it deems necessary. Valley Water is not responsible 
for providing data and information that it does not possess. 

2. Review of Deliverables 

A. Valley Water will designate a Project Manager (Valley Water Project Manager or 
Authorized Representative) for purposes of administering and managing this Agreement. 

B. Consultant’s progress in completing the Services will be reviewed by Valley Water Project 
Manager at each milestone identified in an executed Task Order or at such other time(s) 
at the discretion of Valley Water. 

C. Consultant must notify Valley Water in writing when it completes and has submitted to 
Valley Water each deliverable as per an executed Task Order. Deliverables deemed 
satisfactory and in compliance with this Agreement are subject to approval by Valley 
Water. Within 30 calendar days of receipt of each deliverable, Valley Water will either (1) 
notify Consultant that Valley Water accepts the deliverable, or (2) notify Consultant that 
the deliverable is not acceptable and must be revised. 

D. If Valley Water advises Consultant that a deliverable must be revised due to errors or 
omissions by Consultant, Consultant must correct, at no cost to Valley Water, those 
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deficiencies as soon as possible and shall notify Valley Water upon completion of the 
revised deliverable and submit to Valley Water.  

E.  Valley Water will then review the revised deliverable and within 30 calendar days of 
receipt, advise Consultant if the revised deliverable is acceptable. All deficient 
deliverables will be revised at no cost to Valley Water and this process will continue until 
Consultant has corrected all deficiencies identified by Valley Water.  

F. None of the proposed changes or revisions or anything else in this Agreement will be 
construed to relieve Consultant of professional or legal responsibility for the performance 
of the Services as otherwise required by the Terms and Conditions of this Agreement. 
Corrections to any deliverable as a result of Consultant’s errors or omissions, as 
determined by Valley Water, will not result in additional costs or expenses to Valley 
Water. 

3. Access to Valley Water Facilities  
 
Valley Water will facilitate access to Valley Water facilities as required for Consultant to 
perform the Services. 

SECTION FOUR 
 

FEES AND PAYMENTS 

1. Total Fixed Not-to-Exceed Fees  

A. Payment for all Services performed by Consultant to the satisfaction of Valley Water, as 
described in the Schedule will be based on the hourly rates, subject to the Total Fixed 
Not-to-Exceed (NTE) Fees stated in the Schedule, Attachment One, Fees and Payments. 
Valley Water will make payments to Consultant according to the terms provided for herein 
and in the Schedule, Attachment One, Fees and Payments. Payments made by Valley 
Water to Consultant for Services rendered will be considered full compensation for all 
personnel, materials, supplies, Subconsultant(s), equipment, and reimbursable expenses, 
incurred by Consultant to perform the Services. All Service requests will be made by 
Valley Water on an as-needed basis, subject to future Task Order(s) executed by Valley 
Water and Consultant. 

B. It is understood and agreed that there is no guarantee, either expressed or implied, as to 
the actual dollar amount, if any, of services that will be authorized under this Agreement, 
and that Valley Water is not obligated to request any service(s) from Consultant at all. 
However, in valuable consideration for Consultant’s agreement to be on-call to perform 
services for Valley Water upon request with no minimum guaranteed amount of work, 
Valley Water will pay Consultant Five Hundred Dollars ($500) on or before the expiration 
of this Agreement if Valley Water has not requested to utilize Consultant’s services during 
the agreement term. 

C. The Schedule, Attachment One, Fees and Payments, sets forth the hourly rates and NTE 
fee, if any, for Services Consultant may perform pursuant to an executed Task Order. 
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D. Services to be performed pursuant to a Task Order will commence only after written 
approval by both Valley Water’s authorized representative referenced in the Standard 
On-Call Consultant Agreement, Appendix One, Additional Legal Terms, and Consultant’s 
authorized representative.  

E. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, Valley Water agrees to pay 
Consultant in accordance with the terms set forth in an executed Task Order. Consultant 
represents and warrants that the amounts charged to Valley Water for Services do not 
exceed the amounts normally charged by Consultant to other customers for similar 
Services. 

F. Upon the written approval of Valley Water, the Services described in a Task Order task 
may be reduced, revised, or deleted. 

G. Automobile travel mileage expenses will be paid at the current Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) rate. Valley Water will not reimburse Consultant nor its Subconsultants for mileage 
nor travel time to and from Valley Water Headquarters and surrounding campus located 
at 5700 Almaden Expressway, San Jose, California. However, Valley Water will 
reimburse Consultant and its Subconsultants for mileage incurred from Valley Water 
Headquarters or Consultant’s and Subconsultants’ firm addresses, whichever is closer to 
the destination, to Project site(s) and, if directed or authorized by Valley Water, to 
meeting locations such as with regulatory agencies, for community outreach activities and 
meetings, for partnering meetings, and Dispute Review Board meetings. 

2. Consultant Invoices  

A. Consultant’s invoices will be prepared in accordance with the terms of this Agreement, 
Section Four, Fees and Payments, and represent Services performed and reimbursable 
costs incurred during the identified billing period. Invoices must be consistent with Scope 
of Services and executed Task Orders; and include the following: 

1) Employee classification and name itemized with all labor charges by Service task; 

2) Summary of the amount Consultant has been billed by their Subconsultants and 
further detailed by Service task; 

3) A description of the site where Services were performed, if applicable; 

4) The name of Valley Water staff requesting Services; 

5) The dates when Services were performed; 

6) Other direct charges and reimbursable expenses by Task Order task; 

7) Other direct charges and expenses must reflect actual fees versus the Task Order 
not-to-exceed fees as stated in the Schedule(s), Attachment One, Fees and 
Payments, and/or Task Orders; 

8) Level of Small Business (SB) participation, if applicable, documenting the level of SB 
participation for each Task Order;  
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9) The total amount due for completing the Services specified in that Task Order, which 
must not exceed the not-to-exceed amount specified in that Task Order; and

10) To the extent that Consultant is adding an administrative, processing, overhead or 
mark-up fee, Valley Water will not pay for such duplication of costs for both 
Consultant and its Subconsultants. 

B. Before submitting monthly invoices, a draft invoice (in Adobe PDF format) will be 
provided in electronic format by the Consultant for preliminary review by Valley Water 
Project Manager. Upon preliminary approval by Valley Water, Consultant will email the 
complete, signed, and dated electronic copy invoice, including all supporting 
documentation. Valley Water’s preliminary review of the draft invoice does not represent 
final approval of the electronic copy invoice, but is intended to reduce potential for re-
submittals of electronic copy invoice by Consultant. 

C. Invoices will include a summary of labor expenditures, direct costs, and billed 
Subconsultant charges. Invoices will be organized such that the billing categories 
correspond with the Task Order. 

D. Notwithstanding language to the contrary in an executed Task Order, Consultant must 
invoice Valley Water for a Task Order within 30 calendar days of Valley Water accepting 
the deliverables of that Task Order. 

E. Consultant shall submit all invoices through Projectmates or other document control 
system designated by Valley Water. All inquiries regarding Projectmates must be directed 
to Valley Water’s Capital Project Management and Project Controls Program 
(CPMPC@valleywater.org). Consultant must also ensure that each invoice and 
corresponding attachments contain the following information: 

1) Agreement number; 
 

2) Consultant Invoice number in the following format: Agreement Number followed by a 
three-digit consecutive numbering sequence and separated by a period. For example, 
A1234A.001, A1234A.002, etc. 

 
3) Task Order number; 
 
4) Full legal name of Consultant/Firm; 
 
5) Payment remit-to address; 

 
6) Invoice date (the date invoice is emailed); 
 
7) Detailed description of Services provided, including the “distribution account(s)” for 

those Services; 

8) Number of hours spent by each person performing services and a brief description of 
the Services performed by each person; and 

Attachment 5 
Page 8 of 60

856



On-Call Environmental Planning and Permitting Services Agreement No. A5714A / PB File No. VW0594 

Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement-Capital-PMIS - 12/13/24
Ver. 05.12.26  

Page 9 of 60  

9) Beginning and end date for billing period that services were provided.

F. Consultant shall invoice for its performance of the Services as stated in an executed Task 
Order on a monthly basis consistent with the task fee breakdown stated in the Task 
Order(s), Attachment A. Unless otherwise specified in a Task order, Consultant will be 
paid for the Services as described in an executed Task Order. 

G. Valley Water Project Manager will review Consultant’s written invoice within five Valley 
Water business days of receipt, address any questions with Consultant’s 
Contact/Principal Officer and approve the undisputed amount of the invoice within ten 
working days of receipt of the invoice. Valley Water will pay undisputed invoice amounts 
within 30 calendar days from date invoice is received by Valley Water Project Manager. 

H. Invoice Disputes 

1) Valley Water may in good faith assert a bona fide dispute as to all or a portion of fees 
specified in any invoice. If any portion of an amount due to Consultant pursuant to this 
Agreement is subject to a bona fide dispute between the Parties, within 30 calendar 
days of Consultant’s submission of an invoice in which a disputed amount is included, 
Valley Water will notify Consultant in writing of the specific items in dispute, and will 
describe Valley Water’s reason(s) for disputing each such item.  

2) Consultant and Valley Water Project Manager must act in good faith to resolve the 
dispute in a timely manner. If the dispute is not resolved by Consultant and Valley 
Water Project Manager within 30 calendar days of Consultant receiving Valley 
Water’s written notice of dispute, Consultant and Valley Water will attempt to resolve 
the dispute pursuant to the Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement, Appendix Two, 
Dispute Resolution. 

I. Consultant’s Services will be performed by its staff members and Subconsultants’ staff 
members at the lowest hourly and unit rates commensurate with the complexity of the 
required Services. 

J. Consultant shall ensure that its personnel performing services pursuant to this Agreement 
document their time doing so.  

3. Prevailing Wages [NOT USED] 

A. A portion of the Services to be performed pursuant to this Agreement may be considered 
“Public Works” subject to California Labor Code §1771, et. seq. and the applicable 
implementing regulations. If Consultant’s Services includes such work, Consultant and its 
Subconsultants must comply with all Labor Codes applicable to prevailing wages. 

B. Labor Code §1720 provides as follows: 

“(a) As used in this chapter, “public works” means all of the following: 

(1) Construction, alteration, demolition, installation, or repair work done under contract 
and paid for in whole or in part out of public funds, except work done directly by a public 
utility company pursuant to order of the Public Utilities Commission or other public 
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authority. For purposes of this paragraph, “construction” includes work performed during 
the design, site assessment, feasibility study, and other preconstruction phases of 
construction, including, but not limited to, inspection and land surveying work, regardless 
of whether any further construction work is conducted, and work performed during the 
postconstruction phases of construction, including, but not limited to, all cleanup work at 
the jobsite. For purposes of this paragraph, “installation” includes, but is not limited to, the 
assembly and disassembly of freestanding and affixed modular office systems.”

C. Consultant and its Subconsultants shall not engage in the performance of public work, as 
defined in California Labor Code §1771.1, unless currently registered and qualified to 
perform public work pursuant to California Labor Code §1725.5. 

D. The General Prevailing Wage Rates issued by the California Department of Industrial 
Relations may be adjusted by the State throughout the term of this Agreement. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, Consultant will not be entitled to 
any adjustment in compensation rates in the event there are adjustments to the General 
Prevailing Wage Rates. 

E. This Agreement is subject to compliance monitoring and enforcement by the State of 
California Department of Industrial Relations. Upon request, Consultant and 
Subconsultants must furnish the records specified in Labor Code §1776 directly to the 
Labor Commissioner, in a format prescribed by the Labor Commissioner. 

F. All records or documents required to be kept verifying statutory compliance with the 
prevailing wage requirement, such as certified payroll records, must be made available 
for audit at no cost to Valley Water, at any time during regular business hours, upon 
written request by Valley Water. Records and documents to be provided in electronic or 
hard copy format, at Valley Water’s discretion. 

G. California State Department of Industrial Relations Contractor and Sub-Contractor 
Registration Requirements  
 
Prior to Valley Water executing a Task Order for Services involving public works, as 
defined herein, Consultant, and its Subconsultant(s) performing public works, must 
provide evidence, in the form required by Valley Water, that Consultant and its 
Subconsultant(s) are in compliance with the California State Department of Industrial 
Relations Contractor and Sub-Contractor Registration Requirements. 

4. Retention  
 
A. Unless otherwise specified in an executed Task Order, ten percent of each invoice for 

that Task Order will be withheld by Valley Water and not paid to Consultant until 30 
calendar days after the assigned Valley Water representative signs the final approval for 
all Services/deliverables as stated in the executed Task Order, consistent with Section 
Three, Duties of Valley Water, subsection 2. Review of Deliverables.  
 

B. Consultant may request, and Valley Water may consider and approve, release of 
retention withheld by Valley Water. 
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SECTION FIVE
 

SCHEDULE OF COMPLETION 

1. Performance of Tasks  
 
Consultant will commence performing the tasks described in the Scope of Services of an 
executed Task Order upon receipt of the Task Order Notice to Proceed (NTP) issued by 
Valley Water. 

2. Task Order Schedule 
 
Consultant will perform and complete the Services in accordance with the schedule 
(Schedule) as described in each Task Order. Consultant will coordinate Services with Valley 
Water to provide the timeline of all tasks and subtasks including the site visits, document 
review, meetings, and deliverables. 

3. Project Delays  
 
Consultant will make all reasonable efforts to comply with the Schedule as stated in a Task 
Order. In the event the Task Order Schedule will be delayed, Consultant will notify Valley 
Water Project Manager as soon as possible, providing the reason why, the length of the 
delay, and a description of the actions being taken to address the delay. In the event 
Consultant is delayed in performance of its Services by circumstances beyond its control, 
Valley Water may, at its discretion, grant a reasonable adjustment in the Schedule. 

4. Changes to the Schedule  
 
Valley Water’s Project Manager and Consultant may agree to modify the Schedule specified 
for Consultant’s performance in an executed Task Order as an administrative modification to 
the Task Order and will confirm such modifications in writing. 

SECTION SIX 
 

AGREEMENT MODIFICATIONS 

The Parties may agree to modify the Terms and Conditions of this Agreement by executing a 
written amendment hereto. 

SECTION SEVEN 
 

TERM AND TERMINATION 

1. Term & Automatic Termination 

 No Task Order will be written which extends beyond the expiration date of this Agreement. 
Consultant will not undertake to provide Services where it reasonably appears that the 
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Services cannot be performed and completed within the Term of this Agreement.
Uncompleted and/or unfinished Task Orders will co-terminate with this Agreement. 

2. Valley Water Rights 

A. Suspension: Valley Water may, by written notice to Consultant, suspend any or all 
Services pursuant to this Agreement or to any individual Task Order. Valley Water may 
subsequently terminate this Agreement or any Task Order for convenience or determine 
to proceed. If a decision to proceed is not made within 90 days from the date of the notice 
of suspension, any decision to proceed must be conditioned upon execution of a new 
Notice to Proceed or Task Order. 

B. Termination for Convenience: Valley Water may, by written notice to Consultant, 
terminate all or part of this Agreement or any Task Order at any time for Valley Water's 
convenience. Upon receipt of such notice, Consultant will immediately cease all work as 
specified in the notice. If this Agreement or any Task Order is so terminated, Consultant 
will be compensated as set forth in Section Seven, Term and Termination, subsection 3. 
Consultant’s Compensation upon Termination or Suspension. 

C. Termination for Breach: If Consultant violates any of the covenants, agreements or 
stipulations of this Agreement or a Task Order, or if Consultant fails to fulfill in a timely 
and proper manner its obligations pursuant to this Agreement or any Task Order, and 
does not cure such failure or violation within 30 days (or a reasonable extension thereof, 
if requested, which extension will not be unreasonably withheld) after receipt of written 
notice from Valley Water specifying such failure or violation, Valley Water will thereupon 
have the right to terminate this Agreement and any or all uncompleted Task Orders by 
giving written notice to Consultant of such termination. Such notice will specify the 
effective date thereof, and Consultant will not be entitled to compensation for Services or 
expenses beyond the specified termination date. 

D. If, after notice of termination for breach of this Agreement or any Task Order, it is 
determined that Consultant did not breach the Agreement or Task Order, the termination 
will be deemed to have been implemented for Valley Water's convenience, and 
Consultant will receive payment that is allowed by this Agreement for a termination for 
convenience. 

E. The rights and remedies provided herein to Valley Water are in addition to any other 
rights and remedies provided by law, this Agreement, or a Task Order. 

3. Consultant’s Compensation upon Termination or Suspension  
 
In the event of termination of this Agreement or any Task Order, or suspension of Services 
by Valley Water, Consultant shall receive compensation based on satisfactory performance, 
accepted by Valley Water, as follows: 

A. Direct Labor: Consultant shall be entitled to receive compensation for all authorized direct 
labor performed prior to termination pursuant to the provisions of this Agreement or Task 
Order and all authorized labor expenses incurred to demobilize from the Project after the 
date of termination; 
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B. Other Direct Costs and Expenses: Consultant shall be entitled to receive compensation 
for all authorized other direct costs and expenses incurred prior to termination and all 
authorized expenses incurred to demobilize from the Project after the date of termination; 
and 

C. In no event shall the total compensation paid for any item of Service exceed the payment 
specified in the Agreement or applicable Task Order for that item of Service. 

4. Survival  
 
The Terms and Conditions of this Agreement, that by their context and a standard of 
reasonableness, are intended to survive termination, suspension, completion, and expiration 
of this Agreement, shall survive, including but not limited to, the following Sections and 
subsections: Independent Contractor Status, Confidentiality, Indemnification, Insurance 
Requirements, and Dispute Resolution, as well as any Consultant representations and 
warranties. 

SECTION EIGHT 

INDEMNIFICATION 

1. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, Consultant agrees to indemnify, 
defend and hold harmless Valley Water, its agents, officers, directors, and employees from 
and against any and all demands, claims, damages, losses and reasonable expenses, 
including but not limited to liabilities, obligations, claims, costs, reasonable expenses 
(including, without limitation, interest, penalties and reasonable attorney’s fees), fines, taxes, 
levies, imposts, assessment, demands, damages or judgments of any kind or nature, 
whether in law or equity (including, without limitation, death or injury to any person, property 
damage, administrative and judicial orders and consents, or any other loss) to the extent they 
arise out of, pertain to, or relate to Consultant’s negligence, recklessness, or willful 
misconduct.  
 

2. The foregoing does not limit any strict liability imposed on Consultant by law. The rights, 
duties, and obligations of the Parties as set forth above in this Section Eight, Indemnification, 
survive termination, expiration, completion, and suspension of this Agreement. 

SECTION NINE 
 

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 

Insurance requirements applicable to this Agreement are set forth in the Standard On-Call 
Consultant Agreement, Appendix Four, Insurance Requirements. Consultant must provide and 
maintain at its own expense, during the term of this Agreement, or as may be further required 
herein, all insurance coverages as detailed in the Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement, 
Appendix Four, Insurance Requirements, and comply with all provisions stated therein. 

SECTION TEN 
 

OWNERSHIP AND REUSE OF DELIVERABLES 
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1. Valley Water Ownership
 
All deliverables and other materials prepared by Consultant, including computer programs 
and media developed by Consultant, to perform the Services, during the term of this 
Agreement, will be and remain the property of Valley Water following payment in full to 
Consultant for each task or portion of a completed task, or in accordance with Section Seven, 
Term and Termination. In the event the work is not completed, the completed portions thereof 
will become the property of Valley Water. Consultant will provide Valley Water with such 
deliverables and material at appropriate times during this Agreement. Consultant may retain 
a copy for its records. Consultant does not convey, assign, or transfer the intellectual 
property rights it has, so as to limit its ability or right to develop, design, or provide services 
on other projects of or for its other clients. 

2. Reuse of Instruments of Service  
 
If Valley Water desires to reuse the completed plans, specifications, or other deliverables, in 
total or in part, on project sites associated with this Agreement, or any other site, or to 
complete any incomplete portion of construction documentation which Valley Water has 
already paid Consultant, Valley Water will release Consultant from any liability incurred by 
Valley Water from reusing said deliverables. 

3. Copies of Data  
 
Copies of data exchanged by, through, and between Valley Water and Consultant that may 
be relied upon are limited to printed copies. Computer-generated files, disks, or tapes of text, 
data or graphics that are furnished are only for the mutual convenience of the Parties. 

4. Computer-Generated Material  
 
Any risk of translation or reliance on information obtained or derived from computer-
generated material is at the user’s sole risk, and no representations are made, either express 
or implied, as to the long-term performance of data thus transferred. 

5. Work for Hire  
 
Any and all original correspondence, memoranda, reports, designs, plans, specifications, 
data compilations, computer programs, or drawings delivered to Valley Water by Consultant 
according to the Terms of this Agreement, in or by any medium is deemed to be “work for 
hire” according to the copyright laws of the United States and the copyright belongs to Valley 
Water. 

6. Copyright Claims  
 
Co-venturers, subcontractors, Subconsultants, suppliers, and vendors to Consultant are 
likewise bound by these copyright terms. Valley Water makes no copyright claim and 
requires no release for copyrighted material or trademarked names used incidentally by 
Consultant. 
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SECTION ELEVEN
 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 

1. Equal Opportunity Employer  
 
Valley Water is an equal opportunity employer and requires its consultants to have and 
adhere to a policy of equal opportunity and non-discrimination. In the performance of the 
Agreement, Consultant will comply with all applicable federal, state, local laws and 
regulations, and will not discriminate against any subcontractor, employee, or applicant for 
employment in the recruitment, hiring, employment, utilization, promotion, classification or 
reclassification, transfer, recruitment advertising, evaluation, treatment, demotion, layoff, 
termination, rates of pay or other forms of compensation, and selection for professional 
development training (including apprenticeship), or against any other person, on the basis of 
sex (which includes pregnancy, childbirth, breastfeeding and medical conditions related to 
pregnancy, childbirth or breastfeeding), race, religion, color, national origin (including 
language use restrictions), ancestry, religious creed (including religious dress and grooming 
practices), political affiliation, disability (mental and physical, including HIV or AIDS), medical 
condition (cancer and genetic characteristics), genetic information, marital status, parental 
status, gender, age (40 and over), pregnancy, military and veteran status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity and gender expression, the exercise of family and medical care leave, the 
exercise of pregnancy disability leave, or the request, exercise, or need for reasonable 
accommodation. 

2. Compliance with Applicable Equal Opportunity Laws  
 
Consultant’s policy must be in conformance with applicable state and federal guidelines 
including the Federal Equal Opportunity Clause, 41 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 60-1, 
§60-1.4; Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended; the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990; the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (§503 and §504); the Age Discrimination Act of 
1975 (42 U.S.C. §6101 et seq.); the California Fair Employment and Housing Act 
(Government Code §12900 et. seq.); and California Labor Code §1101 and §1102. 

 
3. Investigation of Claims  

 
Consultant must designate a specific position within its organization to be responsible for 
investigating allegations of non-compliance with the anti-discrimination and anti-harassment 
provisions of this Agreement. Consultant must conduct a fair, prompt, and thorough 
investigation of all allegations directed to Consultant by Valley Water. In cases where such 
investigation results in a finding of discrimination, harassment, or hostile work environment, 
Consultant must take prompt, effective action against the offender.  

SECTION TWELVE 
 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

1. Entire Agreement  
 
This Agreement, which includes the Terms and Conditions, Appendices, the Schedule(s), 
Schedule(s)’ Attachments, and all executed Task Orders, represents the entire 
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understanding between the Parties hereto relating to the Services described in this 
Agreement and its executed Task Orders, which are incorporated herein by this 
reference, and supersedes any and all prior proposals or agreements, whether written or 
oral, that may exist between the Parties. This Agreement may not be modified or 
amended except in writing as stated herein. To the extent that any Schedule conflicts with 
this Agreement, this Agreement shall control. 

2. Formation of Agreement  

A. No agreement between the Parties is formed until all applicable actions have been 
completed to the satisfaction of Valley Water. Valley Water Project Manager will not issue 
a Notice to Proceed until all required documents have been submitted and accepted by 
Valley Water. 

B. Formation of this Agreement between the Parties requires accomplishment of the 
following, as applicable:  

1) Execution of the Agreement by Consultant; 

2) Submission by Consultant, and acceptance by Valley Water, of evidence of all 
required insurance coverages and documents;  

3) Submission by Consultant, and acceptance by Valley Water, of evidence of all 
required Form 700 documents, if applicable;  

4) Submission by Consultant, and acceptance by Valley Water, of all required Non-
Disclosure Agreements (NDA) as provided in the Schedule(s), Attachment Four, 
Reference Materials, if applicable;  

5)  Submission by Consultant, and acceptance by Valley Water, of a Health and Safety 
Plan, if applicable;  

6)  Any other requirements that are deemed necessary by Valley Water; and  

7) Execution of the Agreement by Valley Water.  

3. No Assignment 

A. The expertise and experience of Consultant are material considerations for Valley 
Water’s award and execution of this Agreement. Consultant will not assign or transfer any 
interest in this Agreement nor the performance of any of Consultant obligations 
hereunder, without prior written consent of Valley Water in the form of an amendment 
executed by the Parties, and any attempt to so assign this Agreement, or any rights, 
duties or obligations arising hereunder, will be void and of no effect. Any assignment of 
monies due or to become due in accordance with this Agreement, will be to the extent 
permitted by law, and will be subject to all proper set-offs, deductions, and withholdings in 
favor of Valley Water. 

B. In no event shall an assignment of any interest in this Agreement release Consultant from 
its duties and responsibilities as described in this Agreement nor shall Consultant be 
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released from liability created by the provision of Services as described in this Agreement 
until such assignment takes effect. Any attempted or purported assignment without Valley 
Water’s written consent in the form of an amendment executed by the Parties is null and 
void. 

 
4. Reasonableness  

 
Discretionary actions or approvals to be performed by the Parties will be exercised in a 
reasonable manner. 

5. Gifts  
 
Consultant hereby acknowledges that Valley Water policy prohibits the acceptance by Valley 
Water personnel of gifts of any kind from its contractors, consultants, suppliers or vendors. 
Consultant shall honor this policy by not sending or bringing gifts to Valley Water. 

6. Audits  
 
Consultant agrees that Valley Water and its agent(s) have the right to review, obtain, and 
copy all records pertaining to performance of this Agreement. Consultant agrees to provide 
Valley Water and its agent(s) with any relevant information requested, in electronic and hard 
copy format, at Valley Water’s discretion, and will permit Valley Water and its agent(s) access 
to its premises, upon reasonable notice, during normal business hours for the purpose of 
interviewing employees (alternatively, by phone at Valley Water’s discretion) and inspecting 
or copying books, records, accounts, computerized records, and other materials that may be 
relevant to the matter under investigation or subject to audit, such as by a government 
agency, providing Valley Water with grant funds to pay for Consultant’s services, for the 
purpose of determining compliance with this Agreement. Consultant further agrees to 
maintain such records for a period of three years after final payment as provided for in this 
Agreement. 

7. Force Majeure  
 
Neither Party will be held responsible for delays caused by acts beyond its control, such as 
acts of God or public enemies, utility or communication delays, or failures not caused by such 
Party’s negligence or fault, accidents not caused by such Party’s negligence or fault, labor 
disputes, war, or failure of the other Party to provide data as required pursuant to this 
Agreement. 

8. Binding Effect  
 
This Agreement is binding on the heirs, executors, administrators, successors and assigns of 
the Parties. 

9. Choice of Law and Venue  
 
The Parties agree that this Agreement is to be governed, construed, and enforced in 
accordance with the laws of the State of California. The Parties also agree that the venue of 
any litigation arising out of or connected with this Agreement will lie exclusively in the state 
trial court or Federal District Court located in Santa Clara County in the State of California. 
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The Parties consent to jurisdiction over their persons and over the subject matter of any such 
litigation in such courts, and consent to service of process issued by such courts. 

10. Confidentiality 

A. Due to the nature of the services Consultant will provide pursuant to this Agreement, 
there may be disclosures made to Consultant of detailed information about Valley Water’s 
operations, including on a need-to-know basis information which may be protected from 
public disclosure by confidentiality laws, the attorney-client privilege, and/or other 
provisions of law which govern the nature and timing of disclosure of public information. 

B. Consultant understands and acknowledges that Valley Water staff members providing 
information to Consultant do so with the understanding that such information will be 
handled appropriately. 

C. In the event Consultant receives such restricted or confidential information, Consultant 
will limit access to the information to only those of Consultant’s employees, its 
subcontractors and its Subconsultants authorized by Valley Water to have the 
information. 

D. Consultant will notify Valley Water immediately of any request by any third party to have 
access to confidential information and will not disclose the requested information without 
first receiving express written authorization from Valley Water. 

E. Notwithstanding the aforementioned Confidentiality requirements, upon the request of 
Valley Water Project Manager, Consultant, and its Subconsultants shall execute Valley 
Water’s most current Non-Disclosure Agreement in effect at that time.  

F. The requirements stated herein will survive completion, expiration, suspension, and 
termination of this Agreement. 

11. Release of Information Prohibited  
 
Consultant is not permitted to provide any information concerning the Project to the media 
nor anyone other than authorized Valley Water personnel. Consultant will not release any 
information pertinent to the Project for publication, public disclosure, or in any other manner 
without first obtaining clearance and a release in writing from Valley Water. Any media inquiry 
at any time to Consultant relating to any matter concerning Services provided or requested to 
be provided pursuant to this Agreement will be referred immediately to Valley Water. 
Consultant will not communicate with the media regarding any such matter. 

12. Conflict of Interest 

A. Consultant represents that there exists no actual or potential conflict of interest 
concerning the services to be performed pursuant to this Agreement. 

B. Consultant represents that Consultant’s performance required as stated in this 
Agreement does not require the breach of any agreement or obligation to keep in 
confidence the proprietary information of another party. Consultant will not bring to Valley 
Water, or use in the performance of Consultant’s duties as described in this Agreement, 
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any materials or documents of another party considered confidential or proprietary unless 
Consultant has obtained written authorization from such party, and the informed consent 
of Valley Water, for the possession and use of such materials. 

C. Consultant represents and warrants that during the term of the Agreement, Consultant, 
Consultant’s parent company, Consultant’s subsidiaries, or any affiliated entity sharing 
substantially similar ownership of or control with Consultant shall not act as a Consultant 
or expert for any party in support of any potential or active claim or legal action against 
Valley Water by such party. 

D. CALIFORNIA FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION STATEMENT OF 
ECONOMIC INTEREST FORM 700 (“FORM 700”): Upon Valley Water’s request, 
Consultant employees, officers, agents, Subconsultants, and subcontractors shall 
complete, execute, and submit a Form 700 as follows: 

1) Consultant employees, officers, agents, Subconsultants, and subcontractors assigned 
to perform services pursuant to this Agreement, shall file, in a manner prescribed by 
Valley Water, an Assuming Office Statement. The Assuming Office Statement shall 
be filed: 

a. Within 30 calendar days of the effective date of this Agreement; or 

b. Within 30 calendar days of Consultant hiring, adding, or promoting to a 
designated filer position, employees, officers, agents, Subconsultants, and 
subcontractors to perform services pursuant to this Agreement; 

2) Consultant employees, officers, agents, Subconsultants, and subcontractors assigned 
to perform services pursuant to this Agreement, that filed an Assuming Office 
Statement, shall file in a manner prescribed by Valley Water, an amendment to their 
Form 700 any time there is a need to correct or change disclosure information; 

3) Consultant employees, officers, agents, Subconsultants, and subcontractors assigned 
to perform services pursuant to this Agreement, that filed an Assuming Office 
Statement, shall file an Annual Statement in a manner prescribed by Valley Water, 
during the annual filing season, as determined by Valley Water; 

4) Consultant employees, officers, agents, Subconsultants, and subcontractors assigned 
to perform services pursuant to this Agreement, that filed an Assuming Office 
Statement, shall file in a manner prescribed by Valley Water, a Leaving Office 
Statement with Valley Water when one of the following occurs: 

a. Upon termination of this Agreement; or 

b. Within 30 calendar days of Consultant employees, officers, agents, 
Subconsultants, and subcontractors vacating a designated filing position (i.e., 
removed from the Project, promotion, demotion, transfer to non-designated 
position, end of employment, or as a result of changes in designated filer positions 
in Valley Water's Conflict of Interest Code); 
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5) Consultant understands and agrees that its employees, officers, agents, 
Subconsultants, and subcontractors may be disqualified from providing services to 
Valley Water pursuant to the California Political Reform Act, Government Code 
§81000 et. seq. and §1090. If any of Consultant’s employees, officers, agents, 
Subconsultants, and subcontractors are disqualified from providing services, on 
written notice from Valley Water Project Manager, Consultant will have 15 calendar 
days to remove said employee(s), officer(s), agent(s), Subconsultant(s)’ and 
subcontractor(s)’ employee(s) from the Project and provide a replacement acceptable 
to Valley Water; 

6) The failure of Consultant’s employees, officers, agents, Subconsultants, and 
subcontractors to file an Assuming Office, Annual, Amended, or Leaving Office 
Statement within the time prescribed by Valley Water is deemed a material breach 
and may result in termination of the Agreement for cause. 

13. Task Orders  
 
A. All tasks and Services may be assigned to Consultant through issuance of Task Orders. 

The Valley Water Project Manager will identify and communicate the applicable tasks and 
services based on the menu of tasks listed in the Scope of Services to be provided to the 
Consultant. After the tasks and Services are identified and communicated to Consultant 
by Valley Water Project Manager, Consultant will prepare a proposed Task Order request 
(see Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement, Appendix Three, Task Order Template). 
The proposed Task Order must identify the following: 
 
1) Description of the Services, including deliverables; 

2) The total Not-to-Exceed Fees for Consultant to complete the Services, including 
estimated number of hours per assigned staff to complete the Services; 

3) Proposed staff that will be assigned to complete the Services, including resumes if not 
previously provided to Valley Water’s Project Manager; 

4) Estimated cost of each other direct cost and reimbursable expense, including any 
applicable fees; 

5) Schedule for completing the Services; and 

6) Copies of applicable state and federal permits required to complete the Services, 
unless previously provided to Valley Water. 

B. Consultant agrees that the Not-to-Exceed Fees specified in a proposed Task Order will 
be the product of a good faith effort in exercising its professional judgment. After an 
agreement has been reached on the negotiable items, the finalized Task Order will be 
signed by both Valley Water’s authorized representative referenced in the Standard On-
Call Consultant Agreement, Appendix One, Additional Legal Terms and Consultant’s 
authorized representative.  
 

C. Consultant must not commence performance of work or services on a Task Order until it 
has been approved by Valley Water’s authorized representative and Notice to Proceed 
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has been issued by Valley Water Project Manager. No payment will be made for any 
services performed prior to approval or after the period of performance of the Task Order. 
The period of performance for Task Orders will be in accordance with dates specified in 
the Task Order. No Task Order will be written which extends beyond the expiration date 
of this Agreement. The total amount payable by Valley Water for an individual Task Order 
will not exceed the amount agreed to in the Task Order. 
 

D. Prevailing Wage Requirements: The Scope of Services may be considered by Valley 
Water to be “Public Works” requiring the payment of prevailing wages. See the Standard 
On-Call Consultant Agreement, Section Four, Fees and Payments, subsection 3. 
Prevailing Wages, and Appendix Three, Task Order Template. 

 
14. Good Neighbor  

 
Valley Water always strives to be a good neighbor to the community adjacent to its facilities. 
Consultant will ensure that disturbance to neighbors is minimized. Consultant, its staff, and 
Subconsultants will always interact with the members of the public in a polite and 
professional manner. 

15. Governmental Permits and Notifications  
 
Unless otherwise expressly stated herein or in an executed Task Order, Consultant 
represents and warrants that it has investigated the need for, and has or will procure, at its 
cost, and in its own name to the extent allowed by law, all governmental permits, 
notifications, approvals and inspections required for the performance of the Services. 
Consultant shall promptly notify Valley Water if any such permit or approval lapses or is 
modified or revoked. If, pursuant to applicable law, any such permits or approvals must be 
procured in Valley Water’s name, Consultant shall promptly so inform Valley Water and 
assist Valley Water in obtaining such permits or approvals. 

16. Taxes and Benefits  
 
Consultant has full and exclusive liability for the payment of, and Consultant will pay, any and 
all taxes and contributions for unemployment insurance, retirement benefits, workers’ 
compensation insurance or benefits, life insurance, pensions, annuities and similar benefits 
and any other employment-related costs, obligations, and duties that may now or hereafter 
be imposed by law, collective bargaining agreements or otherwise with respect to persons 
employed by Consultant for the performance of Services pursuant to this Agreement. 

17. Nonwaiver of Rights  
 
The failure of either Party to this Agreement to object to or to take affirmative action with 
respect to any conduct of the other Party that is in violation of the terms of this Agreement will 
not be construed as a waiver thereof, or as waiver of any future breach or subsequent 
wrongful conduct. 

18. No Third-Party Beneficiaries 

Nothing in this Agreement, whether express or implied, shall be construed to give any 
person or entity, other than the Parties hereto, any legal or equitable right, remedy, or claim 
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under or in respect of this Agreement or any covenants, conditions, or provisions contained 
herein. 

19. Severability 

If a court of competent jurisdiction holds any provision of this Agreement to be illegal, 
unenforceable, or invalid in whole or in part for any reason, the validity and enforceability of 
the remaining provisions, or portions of them, will not be affected, unless an essential 
purpose of this Agreement would be defeated by the loss of the illegal, unenforceable, or 
invalid provision. 

20. Debt Limitation 

This Agreement is contingent on the appropriation of sufficient funding by Valley Water for 
the services described in this Agreement. Valley Water is subject to laws or policies which 
limit its ability to incur debt in future years. Nothing in this Agreement shall constitute an 
obligation of future legislative bodies of Valley Water to appropriate funds for purposes of 
this Agreement. 

21. Notices  

Unless otherwise specified in this Agreement, all requests for written approval or legal 
notices must be sent to the representatives below. All notices are deemed to have been 
given when made in writing and when delivered or mailed to the representatives of Valley 
Water and Consultant at their respective addresses as follows: 

VALLEY WATER: 

Deputy Operating Officer, as listed in the attached Schedule, Scope of Services, Section 1. 
Representatives. 

 
CONSULTANT: 

 
Consultant Principal Officer, as listed in the attached Schedule, Scope of Services, Section 
1. Representatives. 

22. Appendices  
 
The following list of Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement Appendices are incorporated 
herein by this reference as though set forth in full: 

Appendix One - Additional Legal Terms 
Appendix Two - Dispute Resolution 
Appendix Three - Task Order Template 
Appendix Four - Insurance Requirements 
 

23. Schedule and Attachments  
 
Schedule OC, Scope of Services, and the following listed Attachments are incorporated 
herein by this reference as though set forth in full: 
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Attachment One - Fees and Payments
Attachment Two - Schedule of Completion 
Attachment Three - Consultant’s Key Staff and Subconsultants 
Attachment Four - Reference Materials 

 
 

 
                 (SIGNATURES FOLLOW ON NEXT PAGE) 

                 (REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK)
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, THE PARTIES HAVE SET FORTH BELOW THEIR CONSENT TO 
THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THIS AGREEMENT THROUGH THE SIGNATURES OF 
THEIR DULY AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES. 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 
Valley Water

RINCON CONSULTANTS, INC. 
Consultant

By: By:
Tony Estremera Jennifer Jacobus
Chair, Board of Directors Principal-in-Charge 

Date: Date:

ATTEST: Consultant's Address:
180 North Ashwood Avenue
Ventura, CA 93003 

Candice Kwok-Smith
Clerk, Board of Directors 

(REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK)

May 12, 2026
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1. Conflict of Interest for Future Services

Consultant, Consultant’s parent company, Consultant’s subsidiaries, or any affiliated entity 
sharing substantially similar ownership of or control with Consultant, [or any of its 
Subconsultants], shall not submit a proposal:  

A. For any agreement to be awarded for [construction management, or the construction] of 
any project that is related to the Services provided pursuant to this Agreement;  
 

B. In response to any request for proposal or Valley Water solicitation developed or 
prepared by or with the assistance of Consultant, Consultant’s parent company, 
Consultant’s subsidiaries, or any affiliated entity sharing substantially similar ownership 
of or control with Consultant; or 
 

C. For any single or sole source products/services related to the Services pursuant to this 
Agreement or have a financial stake in any single or sole source products/services 
resulting from this Agreement. 
 

2. Dispute Resolution  

 If a dispute occurs between the Parties as a result of this Agreement, then the Parties agree 
to use the Dispute Resolution process outlined in the Standard On-Call Consultant 
Agreement, Appendix Two, Dispute Resolution. 

3. Small Business Enterprise (SBE) Outreach Program Participation  
 
This Agreement provides for the Consultant to include California Department of General 
Services certified Small/Micro Businesses in the performance of the Services, estimated to 
be 50% or more of the Total Not-to-Exceed Fees stated in the Standard Consultant 
Agreement, Attachment One Fees and Payments, to the Schedule(s), and Consultant 
agrees to use its best efforts to meet this goal. 
 

4. Task Order Approvals 
 
A. Services to be performed pursuant to a Task Order may only commence once a specific 

Notice to Proceed for that Task Order has been issued by Valley Water.  

B. Task Orders are subject to approval by Valley Water’s Deputy Operating Officer unless 
delegated to an Assistant Operating Officer and/or Unit Manager. 

C. Valley Water Assistant Operating Officer is authorized to approve individual Task Orders 
in an amount not-to-exceed $[authorization amount]. [NOT USED] 

D. Valley Water Unit Manager(s) is authorized to approve individual Task Orders in an 
amount not-to-exceed $ [Authorization Amount]. [NOT USED] 

E. The total not-to-exceed amount for any one Task Order shall not exceed $ [NOT-TO-
EXCEED AMOUNT]. [NOT USED] 
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F. Consultant must acknowledge receipt and respond to Valley Water’s request to submit a 
Cost Proposal within five (5) business days or within the time specified in Valley Water’s 
request.  

G. Upon Valley Water and Consultant’s successful negotiation of the Consultant’s Cost 
Proposal, Consultant must submit a Task Order within five (5) business days or within 
the time specified in Valley Water’s request, for Valley Water’s approval of the Task 
Order, and issuance of a Notice-to proceed.  

5. Task Order Assignments for Multi-Awards Agreement  
 
Valley Water has retained five (5) separate consultants to perform on-call environmental 
planning and permitting services during the same timeframe. Task orders will be assigned 
on a competitive basis when conflicts of interest do not exist. There is no guarantee of any 
amount of work that will be given to each of the consultants. Valley Water’s Project Manager 
is responsible for administering the task orders for assigned work among the five (5) firms 
for the term of the Agreements. 
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1. FEDERAL GRANT REQUIREMENTS  

Projects receiving credit assistance must comply with all federal laws and regulations, including 
environmental compliance and other compliance requirements.  

Valley Water entered into a Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) loan 
agreement with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for various projects that this 
on-call contract may support. The WIFIA established a federal credit program (WIFIA program) 
authorizing EPA to provide direct loans and loan guarantees to eligible borrowers for water 
infrastructure projects. All contracts issued for a project receiving a WIFIA loan are subject to 
federal requirements review as part of the WIFIA program’s compliance monitoring 
responsibilities. Because the WIFIA loan proceeds may be used to pay for the Services 
rendered pursuant to this Agreement, Consultant is required to adhere to certain federal 
contract provisions, which are attached hereto as Standard Consultant Agreement, Appendix 
One, Additional Legal Terms, Section 5, Federally Required Clauses, and Exhibit A, Federal 
Requirements, and incorporated into the Agreement by this reference. Consultant agrees to 
adhere to such applicable Federal Contract Provisions.  

In addition, Valley Water is actively seeking state and federal grant funding for the Project. 
Consultant agrees to comply with all applicable state and federal funding requirements and 
pertinent laws, regulations, and policies, including, but not limited to the Uniform Guidance for 
Federal Awards (https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200?toc=1) (April 
30, 2026), prevailing wage, and Build America, Buy America. Specific agency-level guidance 
and requirements may also apply. Valley Water reserves the right to modify the procurement 
process described herein to address additional conditions or requirements prescribed by 
governmental agencies. Proposers will be notified of any such modifications by way of an 
addendum to this RFP.  

2. DEBARMENT AND SUSPENSION  

Consultant certifies that it will not knowingly enter into a contract with anyone who is ineligible 
under the 2 CFR part 180 and part 1532 (per Executive Order 12549, 51 FR 6370, February 21, 
1986) or who is prohibited under Section 306 of the Clean Air Act or Section 508 of the Clean 
Water Act to participate in the Project. Suspension and debarment information can be assessed 
at http://www.sam.gov. Consultant represents and warrants that it has or will include a term or 
conditions requiring compliance with this provision in all of its subcontracts under this 
Agreement.  

3. FEDERAL LOBBYING RESTRICTIONS (31 U.S.C. 1352)  

Recipients of federal financial assistance may not pay any person for influencing or attempting 
to influence any officer or employee of a federal agency, a member of Congress, an officer or 
employee of Congress, or an employee of a member of Congress with respect to the award, 
continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of a federal grant loan, or contract. These 
requirements are implemented for USEPA in 40 CFR Part 34, which also describes types of 

activities, such as legislative liaison activities and professional and technical services, which 
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are not subject to this prohibition. Upon award of this contract, Consultant shall 
complete and submit to Valley Water the Certification Regarding Lobbying form 
(https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-08/epa_form_6600_06.pdf) and 
Disclosure of Lobbying Activities form (https://www.epa.gov/grants/sf-lll-disclosure-
lobbying-activities) found in Appendix A and Appendix B to 40 CFR Part 34. Consultant 
shall also require all subcontractors and suppliers of any tier awarded a subcontract 
over $100,000 to similarly complete and submit the certification and disclosure forms to 
Valley Water pursuant to the process set forth in 40 CFR 34.110.

4. CIVIL RIGHTS OBLIGATIONS

Consultant shall comply with the following federal non-discrimination requirements:

a. Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which prohibits discrimination based on race, 
color, and national origin, including limited English proficiency (LEP). (424 U.S.C. 
2000D, et. seq) 

b. Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which prohibits discrimination against 
persons with disabilities. (29 U.S.C. 794, supplemented by EO 11914, 41 FR 17871, 
April 29, 1976 and EO 11250, 30 FR 13003, October 13, 1965)  

c. The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, which prohibits age discrimination. (42 U.S.C. 
6101 et. seq)  

d. Section 13 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972, which 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex.  

e. 40 CFR Part 7, as it relates to the foregoing. 

(REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK)
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1. Consultant’s Questions and Concerns 

Questions regarding the Terms, Conditions, and Services relating to this Agreement will be 
decided by Valley Water who will furnish the decisions to Consultant in writing within 30 
days after receiving a written request from Consultant.

2. Dispute Resolution  

A. Alternate Dispute Resolution  

  Valley Water intends to use Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR) techniques including 
partnering and mediation to resolve disputes relating to the Project. 
 
B. Consultant and its Subconsultants are expected to participate in all ADR efforts.

C. The cost of partnering, training facilities, and facilitator will be paid for by Valley 
Water, unless the Parties agree otherwise. 

3. Negotiations Before and During Mediation  
 
Negotiations to resolve disputes before and during mediation are initiated for settlement 
purposes only, are confidential, and are not binding unless otherwise agreed by Valley 
Water and Consultant. 

4. Voluntary Mediation 

A. Initiation of Mediation 
 
Any Party to a dispute or claim may initiate mediation by notifying the other Party or 
Parties in writing. 
 

B. Request for Mediation 
 
A request for mediation must contain a brief written statement of the nature of the 
dispute or claim, and the names, addresses, and phone numbers of all parties to the 
dispute or claim, and those who will represent them, if any, in the mediation. 
 

C. Selection of Mediator 
 
1) Upon receipt of a written request for mediation, unless otherwise agreed by the 

Parties, within 14 days, the Parties will confer to select an appropriate mediator 
agreeable to all Parties. 
 

2) If the Parties cannot agree on a mediator, they hereby agree to accept a mediator 
appointed by a recognized association such as the American Arbitration Association. 

 
D. Qualifications of a Mediator 

 
1) Any mediator selected must have expertise in the area of the dispute and be 

knowledgeable in the mediation process. 
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2) No person shall serve as a mediator in any dispute in which that person has any 
financial or personal interest in the result of the mediation. 

 
3) Before accepting an appointment, the prospective mediator must disclose any 

circumstances likely to create a presumption of bias or prevent a prompt meeting 
with the Parties. Upon receipt of such information, the Parties will confer and decide 
whether to select another mediator. 

 
E. Vacancies 

 
If any mediator becomes unwilling or unable to serve, another mediator will be selected 
unless the Parties agree otherwise. 
 

F. Representation 
 
1) Any Party may be represented by person(s) of their choice who must have full 

authority to negotiate. 
 

2) The names and addresses of such person(s) must be communicated in writing to 
both Parties and to the mediator. 
 

G. Time and Place of Mediation 
 
1) The mediator will set the time of each mediation session. 

 
2) The mediation will be held at a convenient location agreeable to the mediator and the 

Parties, as determined by the mediator. 
 
3) All reasonable efforts will be made by the Parties and the mediator to schedule the 

first session within 60 days after selection of the mediator. 
 

H. Identification of Matters in Dispute 
 
1) Parties shall comply with the process as required by the mediator with regard to 

providing the mediator with a memorandum setting forth its position with regard to 
the issues that need to be resolved. At the discretion of the mediator, or otherwise 
agreed by the Parties, the Parties may mutually exchange such memoranda. 
 

2) At the first session, the Parties will be expected to produce all information reasonably 
required for the Mediator to understand the issue(s) presented. The mediator may 
require each Party to supplement such information. 
 

I. Authority of Mediator 
 
1) The mediator does not have authority to impose a settlement on the Parties but will 

attempt to assist the Parties in reaching a satisfactory resolution of their dispute. 
 

2) The mediator is authorized to conduct joint and separate meetings with the Parties 
and to make oral and written recommendations for settlement. 
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3) Whenever necessary, the mediator may also obtain expert advice concerning 
technical aspects of the dispute, provided the Parties agree and assume the 
expenses of obtaining such advice. Arrangements for obtaining such advice will be 
made by the mediator or the Parties, as determined by the mediator. 
 

4) The mediator is authorized to end the mediation whenever, in the mediator’s 
judgment, further efforts at mediation would not contribute to a resolution of the 
dispute between the Parties. 

 
J. Privacy 

 
1) Mediation sessions are private. 

 
2) The Parties and their representatives may attend mediation sessions. 

 
3) Other persons may attend only with the permission of the Parties and with the 

consent of the mediator. 
 

K. Confidentiality 
 
Except as provided by California or federal law or regulation:  
 
1) The mediator will not divulge confidential information disclosed to a mediator by the 

Parties or by witnesses in the course of the mediation. 
 

2) All records, reports, or other documents received by a mediator while serving as 
mediator, are confidential. 

 
3) The mediator must not be compelled to divulge such records or to testify in regard to 

the mediation in any adversary proceeding or judicial forum. 
 

4) The Parties must maintain the confidentiality of the mediation and must not rely on, 
or introduce as evidence in any arbitration, judicial or other proceedings: 
 
a. Views expressed, or suggestions made by the other Party with respect to a 

possible settlement of the dispute; 
 

b. Statements made by the other Party in the course of the mediation proceedings; 
 

c. Proposals made or views expressed by the mediator; and 
 

d. Whether the other Party had or had not indicated willingness to accept a 
proposal for settlement made by the mediator. 
 

L. No Stenographic Record 
 
There shall be no stenographic record of the mediation. 
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M. Termination of Mediation
 

  The mediation shall be terminated: 
 

1) By the execution of a Settlement Agreement by the Parties; 
 

2) By a written declaration of the mediator to the effect that further efforts at mediation 
are no longer worthwhile; or 
 

3) By a written declaration of a Party or Parties to the effect that the mediation 
proceedings are terminated. 
 

N. Exclusion of Liability 
 
No mediator shall be a necessary Party in judicial proceedings related to the mediation. 
 

O. Interpretation and Application of These Mediation Provisions 
 

The mediator will interpret and apply these mediation provisions insofar as they relate to 
the mediator’s duties and responsibility. 
 

P. Expenses 
 

1) The expenses of witnesses for each Party must be paid by the Party producing the 
witnesses. 
 

2) All other expenses of the mediation, including required travel and other expenses of 
the mediator, and the expenses of any witness called by the mediator, or the cost of 
any proofs or expert advice produced at the direct request of the mediator, will be 
apportioned as the mediator finds appropriate or as otherwise agreed to by the 
Parties. 

5. Compensation for Participation in Mediation  

Neither Consultant nor Valley Water is entitled to compensation for time spent in or for 
negotiations or mediation to resolve questions or disputes between Consultant and Valley 
Water arising out of this Agreement. 
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Task Order No. ___________ 

Title: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Agreement: Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement _____________ (Agreement) by and 
between the Santa Clara Valley Water District (Valley Water) and ______________________ 
(Consultant), dated ____________. 

Valley Water: _________________________________________________________________ 

Consultant: ________________________________________________________________ 

Dollar Amount of Task Order: Not-to-Exceed $____________ 

1. Upon full execution of this Task Order No. _________, as set forth in the Standard On-Call 
Consultant Agreement, Section Twelve, Miscellaneous Provisions, subsection 13. Task 
Orders, and the issuance of a Notice to Proceed by the Valley Water Project Manager, 
Consultant is hereby authorized to perform the Services described in Attachment A to this 
Task Order. Any costs incurred, Services performed or expenditures by Consultant before 
this Task Order is executed or before the issuance of the Notice to Proceed will be 
considered outside the contracted Scope of Services and will not be eligible for payment. 

2. Both the Scope of Services to be performed and the deliverables to be provided in 
accordance with this Task Order are described in Attachment A which is attached hereto 
and incorporated by this reference. Attachment A shall include at a minimum the following: 

A. Consultant personnel to be assigned to perform the Services, including resumes if not 
previously provided to Valley Water; 

B. The total not-to-exceed fees amount for Consultant to complete the Services, including 
estimated number of hours required to perform the Services assigned to each 
Consultant classification; 

C. Estimated cost of each other direct cost and reimbursable expense, including any 
applicable fees; 

D. The distribution detail for each service, direct cost, and reimbursable expense. This 
information must be included in the invoice for the services authorized pursuant to this 
Task Order; and 

E. Project schedule for completing the Scope of Services. 

3. Consultant shall be compensated at fixed fees or at the hourly rates established in Schedule 
OC, Attachment One, Fees and Payments. Consultant agrees that it will provide all 
equipment, furnish all materials, except as may be otherwise noted in the Attachment A. 
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4. This Task Order becomes effective on the date of full execution by authorized 
representatives of the Parties and remains in effect until the earlier of: completion of the 
tasks set forth in Attachment A or [expected completion date].  

5. Copies of applicable local, state and federal permits required to perform the Services 
described in Attachment A are attached to this Task Order, unless Consultant previously 
provided the appropriate permits to Valley Water. 

6. Consultant shall perform all Services described in Attachment A to this Task Order in 
accordance with the Terms and Conditions of the Agreement. 

7. Prevailing Wage Requirements [NOT USED] 
 
A. The Scope of Services described in this Task Order is considered by Valley Water to be 

"Public Works" requiring the payment of prevailing wages. See the Standard On-Call 
Consultant Agreement, Section Four, Fees and Payments, subsection 3. Prevailing 
Wages. 

B. In accordance with prevailing wage laws, the Director of the California Department of 
Industrial Relations (Director) has ascertained the general prevailing rate of wages and 
employer payments for health and welfare, pension, vacation, and similar purposes 
available to the particular craft, classification, or type of workers employed on the 
Project. These rates are set forth in the latest determination obtained from the Director, 
which is on file in Valley Water's Office of the Clerk of the Board of Directors and 
incorporated herein by reference the same as though set forth in full. The rates are also 
available on the State of California Department of Industrial Relations website at 
http://www.dir.ca.gov. 

8. Signatures: 

Signature:    
[NAME OF CONSULTANT FIRM]
[PRINT NAME] 
[PRINT TITLE]

 DATE 

   
Signature:    

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 
[PRINT NAME]

 DATE 

[PRINT TITLE]   
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Please Note:  Failure to comply with the instructions below could result in a 
delay in receiving the Notice to Proceed.  Santa Clara Valley District 
(“District” or “Valley Water”), will not be responsible for time lost or costs 
incurred due to failure to comply with these requirements. Please note the 
checklist of documents needed at the end of this document. 

Without limiting the Consultant's indemnification of, or liability to, Valley Water, the Consultant must 
provide and maintain at its own expense, during the term of this Agreement, or as may be further 
required herein, the following insurance coverages and provisions as listed below. 

Consultant must provide its insurance broker(s)/agent(s) with a copy of these requirements and 
warrants that these requirements have been reviewed by Consultant’s insurance agent(s) and/or 
broker(s), who have been instructed by Consultant to procure the insurance coverage required 
herein.   

In addition to certificates, Consultant must furnish Valley Water with copies of all original 
endorsements affecting coverage required by this document. The certificates and endorsements 
are to be signed by a person authorized by that insurer to bind coverage on its behalf. All 
endorsements and certificates are to be received and approved by Valley Water before the 
Agreement is executed. In the event of a claim or dispute, Valley Water has the right to require 
Consultant's insurer to provide complete, certified copies of all required pertinent insurance 
policies, including endorsements affecting the coverage required by this document. 

If your insurance broker has any questions about the above requirements, please advise him/her 
to email Valley Water Risk Manager at RiskManager@valleywater.org. 

Certificates of Insurance 

The consultant shall furnish Valley Water with a Certificate of Insurance.  The certificates will be 
issued on a standard ACORD Form.   

Consultant shall instruct their insurance broker/agent to submit all insurance certificates and 
required notices electronically in PDF format to the designated Valley Water Contract 
Administrator and email a copy to certificatesupport@evidentid.com . 

 

The certificates will:  

1. Identify the underwriters, the types of insurance, the insurance limits, the deductibles and 
the policy term. 
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2. Include copies of all the actual policy endorsements required herein; and
3. In the “Certificate Holder” box include: 

Santa Clara Valley Water District 
5750 Almaden Expressway 
San Jose, CA 95118 
Agreement No. XXXXX 
PlanetBid No. VW0594 

 

IMPORTANT: The Agreement number and/or PlanetBid number must be included. 

 

In the Description of Operations/Locations/Vehicles/Special Items Box: 

1. Certificate Holder shall be named as Additional Insured, and any other policy endorsement 
required in the contract, for example, Waiver of Subrogation and Primary and Non-
Contributory shall be stated. 

2. Valley Water agreement or project number shall appear. 
3. The list of policies scheduled as underlying on the Umbrella policy shall be listed.   

 

If Consultant receives any notice that any of the insurance policies required by this 
document may be cancelled or coverage reduced for any reason whatsoever, Consultant 
or insurer shall immediately provide written notice to the designated Valley Water 
Contract Administrator that such insurance policy required is canceled or coverage is 
reduced. 

Maintenance of Insurance 

If Consultant fails to maintain such insurance as is called for herein, Valley Water, at its option, 
may suspend payment for work performed and/or may order Consultant to suspend all 
Consultant’s work at Consultant’s expense until a new policy of insurance is in effect. 

Renewal of Insurance 

Consultant will provide Valley Water with a current Certificate of Insurance and endorsements 
thirty (30) business days prior to the expiration of insurance.   

Consultant shall instruct its insurance broker/agent to: 

1. Submit all renewals of insurance certificates and required notices electronically in PDF 
format to: 
  

Attachment 5 
Page 36 of 60

884



STANDARD ON-CALL CONSULTANT AGREEMENT
APPENDIX FOUR 

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS – CONSULTANT 
 

On-Call Environmental Planning and Permitting Services Agreement No. A5714A / PB File No. VW0594

Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement-Capital-PMIS - 12/13/24
Ver. 05.12.26  

Page 37 of 60 

2. Provide the following information in the “Certificate Holder” box:

Santa Clara Valley Water District 
5750 Almaden Expressway 
San Jose, CA 95118 
Agreement No. XXXXX 
PlanetBid No. VW0594  
 

IMPORTANT: The Agreement number and/or PlanetBid number must be included. 

Consultant must, at its sole cost and expense, procure and maintain during the entire 
period of this Agreement, or for such other time as required herein, the following minimum 
insurance coverage(s).   

Required Coverages 

1. Commercial General/Business Liability Insurance which shall be written on an 
occurrence basis with coverage as indicated below: 

 

$2,000,000 per occurrence / $2,000,000 aggregate limits for bodily injury, personal and 
advertising injury, and property damage. 

General Liability insurance must include without limitation: 

a. Be written on standard ISO forms or inspected and approved by the Risk Manager. 
b. Include coverage at least as broad as found in standard ISO form CG 00 01. 
c. Contractual Liability expressly including liability assumed under this contract. 
d. Severability of Interest provision. 
e. Products-Completed Operations coverage. 
f. Broad Form Property Damage liability                 
g. Include Premise and Operations  
h. An endorsement covering damage to property in the care, custody, or control of the 

Consultant. 
 

2. Business Auto Liability Insurance with coverage as indicated: 
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$1,000,000 combined single limit for bodily injury and property damage per occurrence, 
covering all owned, non-owned and hired vehicles.  

 
3. Professional/Errors and Omissions Liability with coverage shall include without 

limitation: 
 

$1,000,000 per claim/ $2,000,000 aggregate. 
If the policy has a self-insured retention (SIR), it shall not exceed one hundred thousand 
dollars ($100,000), unless expressly approved by Valley Water. 

 
Professional/Errors and Omission Liability appropriate to the Consultant’s profession, and 
the policy shall include:  
 
a. Covers claims related to errors, omissions, or negligence in the delivery of 

professional services.  
b. Includes defense costs, settlements and judgements arising from covered claims.  
c. Coverage may be written on a claims-made form.  If coverage is on a claims-made 

basis, the coverage must be maintained for at least 5 years after all Services under 
this Agreement are complete. 

d. To the fullest extent permitted by law, contractual liability coverage for liability 
assumed under contract, for the indemnity obligations forth in this Agreement. 

e. The policy must have a retroactive date which is the same as or predates the  
execution of this Agreement. 

 

4. Workers' Compensation and Employer’s Liability Insurance  
 

Statutory California Workers’ Compensation coverage covering all work to be 
performed for Valley Water. 

 

Employer Liability coverage for not less than $1,000,000 each accident; $1,000,000 
policy limit bodily injury by disease; $1,000,000 each employee bodily injury by 
disease.   

 

5. Cyber Liability 
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$1,000,000 per claim/ $2,000,000 aggregate.
 

a. Liability arising from the unauthorized access to, disclosure, acquisition, loss, 
dissemination and/or use of Confidential Information. For purposes of this 
section, “Confidential Information” shall include but not limited to, personally 
identifiable information (PII), protected health information (PHI), financial 
accountant information, security codes, access codes, passwords, security codes 
or personal identification numbers (PINS), and any other information protected by 
the Agreement or applicable privacy laws; 

b. Costs arising from mandatory or contractual notifications related to unauthorized 
access, disclosure, acquisition, loss, or use of confidential information and related 
mitigation costs, including but not limited to, credit monitoring, identity theft 
protection services, call center support, forensic investigation, legal fees, and 
regulatory fines or penalties imposed under the California Consumer Privacy Act 
(CCPA), California Privacy Rights Act (CPRA), or other applicable privacy and data 
protection laws; 

c. Network security liability arising from the unauthorized access to, use of, or 
tampering with computer systems, including hacker attacks and ransomware 
coverage. 

d. Liability arising from the introduction of a computer virus into or otherwise causing 
damage to vendor (first party) or customer’s (third party) computer, computer 
system, network, or similarly related property and the data, software and 
programs thereon.  

e. Certificate of Insurance shall clearly state that the coverage is claims-made. 
f. Policy retroactive date must coincide with or precede the Consultant’s start of work 

(including subsequent policies purchased as renewals or replacements). 
g. Policy must allow for reporting of circumstances or incidents that might give rise to 

future claims. 
h. Insurance must be maintained, and evidence of insurance must be provided for at 

least three (3) years after completion of the contract of work.   
 
 
 
General Requirements

With respect to all coverages noted above, the following additional requirements apply: 

1. Additional Insured Endorsement(s): Consultant must provide an additional insured 
endorsement for Commercial General/Business Liability (for both on-going and completed 
operations) Pollution Liability, and  Business Automobile liability coverage naming Valley 
Water, its Directors, officers, employees, and agents, individually and collectively, 
as additional insureds, and must provide coverage for acts, omissions, and negligence 
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arising out of the named insureds’ activities and work. Other public entities may also be 
added to the additional insured endorsement as applicable, and the Consultant will be 
notified of such requirement(s) by Valley Water. This section does not apply to the 
Workers’ Compensation, Cyber Liability, and Professional Liability policies. 
 

(NOTE: Additional insurance on the Certificate of Insurance is NOT acceptable without 
separate endorsement such as Form CG 20 10, CG 2033, CG 2037, CG 2038, and 
applicable endorsements for Waivers of Subrogation (CG 24 04) and Primary & Non-
contributory (CG 20 01).   Editions dated 07/04 are not acceptable.) 

2. Primacy Clause: Except for Workers’ Compensation and Professional Liability, 
Consultant will provide evidence (either through the Certificate of Insurance, endorsement 
or language in the insurance policy) that consultant’s insurance is primary with respect to 
any other insurance which may be carried by Valley Water, its Directors, its officers, agents 
and employees, and Valley Water’s coverage must not be called upon to contribute or 
share in the loss.  NOTE: This section does not apply to the Workers’ Compensation or 
Professional Liability policies. 
 

3. Cancellation Clause: Consultant or its insurer shall provide at least thirty (30) days prior 
written notice to Valley Water of cancellation of any insurance required under this 
Agreement. 
 

4. Acceptability of Insurers: All coverages must be issued by companies admitted to 
conduct business in the State of California, which hold a current policy holder's alphabetic 
and financial size category rating of not less than A- VII, according to the current Best's 
Key Rating Guide or a company of equal financial stability that is approved by Valley 
Water’s Risk Manager. Non-Admitted companies may be substituted on a very limited 
basis at the Risk Manager’s sole discretion. 
 

5. Self-Insured Retentions or Deductibles: Any deductibles or self-insured retentions must 
be declared to and approved by Valley Water. At the option of Valley Water, either the 
insurer shall reduce or eliminate such deductibles or self-insured retentions as respects 
Valley Water, its officers, officials, employees and volunteers; or the Consultant shall  
provide evidence satisfactory to Valley Water of its financial ability to satisfy the SIR. 
Consultant agrees that in the event of a claim they will pay down any agreed upon SIR in 
a prompt manner as soon as bills are incurred in order to trigger the insurance related to 
the SIR. 

 
6. Subconsultants: The Consultant shall secure, maintain or shall be responsible for  

ensuring that all subconsultants performing the Contract Services secure and maintain all 
insurance coverages appropriate to their tier and scope of work in a form and from 
insurance companies reasonably acceptable to Valley Water. 
 

Attachment 5 
Page 40 of 60

888



STANDARD ON-CALL CONSULTANT AGREEMENT
APPENDIX FOUR 

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS – CONSULTANT 
 

On-Call Environmental Planning and Permitting Services Agreement No. A5714A / PB File No. VW0594

Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement-Capital-PMIS - 12/13/24
Ver. 05.12.26  

Page 41 of 60 

7. Amount of Liability not Limited to Amount of Insurance: The insurance procured by 
Consultant for the benefit of Valley Water must not be deemed to release or limit any 
liability of Consultant.  Damages recoverable by Valley Water for any liability of Consultant 
must, in any event, not be limited by the amount of the required insurance coverage. 
 

8. Coverage to be Occurrence Based: Except for Professional Liability and Pollution 
Liability, all coverage must be occurrence-based coverage.  Claims-made coverage is not 
allowed. 
 

9. Waiver of Subrogation: Consultant agrees to waive subrogation against Valley Water to 
the extent any loss suffered by Consultant is covered by any Commercial General Liability 
policy, Automobile policy, Workers’ Compensation, and Pollution Liability policy described 
in Required Coverages above.  Consultant agrees to advise its broker/agent/insurer and 
agrees to provide evidence (either through the Certificate of Insurance, endorsement or 
language in the insurance policy) that subrogation has been waived by its insurer. 
 

10. Severability of Interest. Except for Workers’ Compensation and Professional Liability, a 
severability of interest must apply to all the additional insureds, ensuring that Consultant’s 
insurance shall apply separately to each insured against whom claim is made or suit is 
brought, except with respect to the insurer’s limits of liability. 

 

11. Non-compliance: Valley Water reserves the right to withhold payments to the Consultant 
in the event of material noncompliance with the insurance requirements outlined above. 
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS NEEDED   

General Liability: A. Limits ($2,000,000/$2,000,000)
B. Additional Insured (Endorsement) 

C.
Waiver of Subrogation (COI, 
Endorsement or policy language)

D.
Primacy (COI, Endorsement or policy 
language) 

E. Cancellation Endorsement

Auto Liability: A. Limits ($1,000,000) 
B. Additional Insured (Endorsement) 

C. 
Waiver of Subrogation (COI, 
Endorsement or policy language) 

 

D. 
Primacy (COI, Endorsement or policy 
language) 

 

E. Cancellation Endorsement
Umbrella: A. Limits ($ enter amount $)

B. 
Primacy (Endorsement or policy 
language) 

 

Workers Comp:
A. 

Limits (Statutory)
Employers’ Liability ($1,000,000) 

 

B. 
Waiver of Subrogation (Endorsement or 
policy language) 

 

C. Cancellation Endorsement
Professional Liability: A. Limits ($1,000,000/$2,000,000)

B. Cancellation Endorsement

Cyber Liability: A. Limits ($1,000,000/$2,000,000)
 B. Cancellation Endorsement
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1. Representatives

A. Valley Water’s representatives are as listed below. Unless otherwise provided in this 
Agreement, all correspondence to Valley Water shall be addressed to Valley Water 
Project Manager (VWPM). 

Michael Martin (VWPM) 
Senior Water Resources Specialist 
Santa Clara Valley Water District 
5750 Almaden Expressway 
San Jose, CA 95118-3638 

Phone: 408.630.3095 
Email: michaelmartin@valleywater.org 

Kurt Lueneburger 
Environmental Services Manager 
Santa Clara Valley Water District 
5750 Almaden Expressway 
San Jose, CA 95118-3638 
 

Phone: 408.630.3055 
Email: klueneburger@valleywater.org 

John Bourgeois 
Deputy Operating Officer 
Santa Clara Valley Water District 
5750 Almaden Expressway 
San Jose, CA 95118-3638 
 

Phone: 408.630.2290 
Email: jbourbeois@valleywater.org 

B. Consultant’s Project Manager is as listed below. All Valley Water questions pertaining to 
this Agreement shall be referred to the Consultant’s Project Manager.  

Alex Hunt 
Principal  
Rincon Consultants, Inc. 
80 Garden Court, STE 240 

  Monterey, CA 93940 

  Phone: (831) 753-8105 
Email: ahunt@rinconconsultants.com 

Attachment 5 
Page 43 of 60

891



SCHEDULE OC
ON-CALL SCOPE OF SERVICES 

 

On-Call Environmental Planning and Permitting Services Agreement No. A5714A / PB File No. VW0594

Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement-Capital-PMIS - 12/13/24
Ver. 05.12.26  

Page 44 of 60 

C. Consultant’s Principal Officer for this Agreement is as listed below. As per the 
Agreement, Section Twelve, Miscellaneous Provisions, subsection 21. Notices, all 
notices pertaining to this Agreement must be submitted to the Consultant’s Principal 
Officer. 

Jennifer Jacobus, PhD 
Principal 
Rincon Consultants, Inc. 
250 1st Street #1400 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

Phone: (213) 377-5647
Email: jjacobus@rinconconsultants.com 

2. Scope of Services 

A. The Consultant will perform environmental planning and permitting services for Valley 
Water projects and programs to provide environmental compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and other state and federal environmental 
regulations. Consultant’s services will be requested on an “as-requested” or “as-needed 
basis” to assist Valley Water in accomplishing capital, maintenance, replacement, 
mitigation, and stewardship projects in a timely manner. Valley Water may request 
services from the Consultant at any time during the term of this Agreement and by staff 
at different levels of experience and expertise.   

B.  The scope of On-Call services may include tasks as described below: 

1. Project Management 
2. Development of goals and objectives, and Project Descriptions  
3. Conducting environmental investigations, surveys and studies for environmental 

factors required by CEQA or NEPA.  
4. Providing CEQA and/or NEPA analysis and documentation for Valley Water capital 

projects and operational programs. 
5. Provide assistance with regulatory compliance processes. 
6. Development of mitigation plans. 

C. Valley Water entered into a Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) loan 
agreement with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for various projects 
that this on-call contract may support. The WIFIA established a federal credit program 
(WIFIA program) authorizing EPA to provide direct loans and loan guarantees to eligible 
borrowers for water infrastructure projects.  All contracts issued for a project receiving a 
WIFIA loan are subject to federal requirements review as part of the WIFIA program’s 
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compliance monitoring responsibilities.  Because the WIFIA loan proceeds may be used 
to pay for the Services rendered pursuant to this Agreement, Consultant is required to 
adhere to certain federal contract provisions, which are attached hereto as Exhibit A, 
Federal Requirements to Appendix One, Additional Legal Terms, and incorporated into 
the Agreement by this reference.  Consultant agrees to adhere to such applicable 
Federal Contract Provisions. 

3. Agreement Objectives 

Valley Water implements capital projects and operational programs to meet its mission in 
water supply, flood protection, and watershed stewardship. The on-call services provided 
pursuant to this Agreement will augment the services of Valley Water staff and provide specific 
environmental planning and permitting expertise as needed. 

All services required pursuant to this Agreement will be provided only on an as-needed/as-
requested basis by the issuance of a Task Order by Valley Water to the Consultant.  A specific 
scope will be developed for each task order which will define the deliverables for a total not-to-
exceed amount. No work is authorized without a task order. The Consultant will perform 
services on a Task Order basis as authorized by the VWPM, as set forth in the On-Call 
Consultant Agreement, Section Twelve, Miscellaneous Provisions, subsection 13. Task 
Orders. 

4. Background 

The mission of Valley Water is to provide Silicon Valley safe, clean water for a healthy life, 
environment, and economy. 

Valley Water is a public agency providing water supply, flood protection, groundwater 
management, and stream stewardship by managing an integrated water resources system on 
behalf of Santa Clara County’s 2 million residents. Valley Water manages ten dams and 
surface water reservoirs, three water treatment plants, a state-of-the-art water quality 
laboratory, and more than 275 miles of streams. For information about Valley Water, visit 
www.valleywater.org. 

5. Intent 

A. Valley Water intends to retain up to five consultants to perform on-call environmental 
planning and permitting services for a four-year term with the option of a one (1) year 
extension, if it is in the best interest of Valley Water. Task orders will be issued on a 
competitive basis when conflicts of interest do not exist.  There is no guarantee of any 
amount of work that will be given to the selected firms. One or more of the selected firms 
will start up to one year later to provide flexibility and coverage at the end of the agreement 
term. 
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B. The deliverables, number of staff hours and proposed staff for each Task Order will 
depend on the nature and scope of services requested by Valley Water.  The not-to-
exceed fees of each Task Order will be negotiated with the services provided.  

C. Consultant may be awarded multiple Task Orders pursuant to this agreement, for the 
same Valley Water Project. 

D. The Consultant will not be eligible to bid on future design services or construction projects 
for which they provided services if it creates a conflict of interest as discussed below. 

E. Conflict of Interest. In addition to Valley Water’s General Terms and Conditions, the 
following will apply with regard to conflict of interest:  
1) Consultant is precluded from performing services for any other entity, or in any other 

capacity for Valley Water, on the same Valley Water project, for which a Task Order 
has been issued.  

2) Task Orders will be voided when the Consultant cannot perform the Services due to a 
conflict of interest. 

3) Consultant must bring any conflict of interest to Valley Water’s attention as soon as 
the Consultant is aware of the potential conflict. 

4) If Consultant is already performing services on a Valley Water project, unrelated to 
this Agreement, in any capacity, a Task Order related to that project will not be issued 
pursuant to this Agreement. 

6. Assumptions and Requirements 

A. General Assumptions and Requirements 

1) Manage Scope of Services. Consultant shall manage the Scope of Services such 
that the work is completed within the Not-to-Exceed Fees limit and schedule for each 
Task Order and ensure that all services and deliverables meet Valley Water and 
Project requirements. 
 

2) Deliverable Format. Consultant shall submit deliverables in both electronic and 
hardcopy format, if requested. Deliverables shall be submitted in PDF and native 
(editable) format, including Word documents, Excel spreadsheets, PowerPoint files, 
Autodesk files, etc. Valley Water may require original copies of signed documents 
and/or scanned (Adobe PDF) versions. 
a. Valley Water Standardization Requirements 

(1) Consultant shall perform the Services utilizing Valley Water nomenclature, 
standardized forms, software requirements, documented procedures, and best 
management practices. Consultant shall use Microsoft Office software and 
Autodesk Civil 3D software that is compatible with Valley Water’s current 
Microsoft Office software and Autodesk software used at the time(s) Valley 
Water issues a Notice to Proceed for each Task Order pursuant to this 
Agreement. 
 

(2) Engineering drawings prepared by Consultant must be in compliance with 
Valley Water’s Computer-Aided Design and Drafting (CADD) standards 
including line types, line weights, text sizes, text orientation, dimensioning, 
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labeling/numbering system for detailed plan views and detailed section views. 
Drawings prepared using different CADD software and versions must be 
converted to be compatible with Valley Water’s CADD software at no additional 
cost to Valley Water. Prior to acceptance, Valley Water reserves the right to 
test the submitted CADD files to verify that the files are not corrupted or missing 
linkages (for blocks, etc., used in the drawings) and that the standards are 
retained during the conversion process used by the Consultant. 

(3) Spatial data shall be provided as requested consistent with Valley Water 
Standards for GIS Products dated April 2021, or as subsequently amended. 

 
3) Review of Deliverables. Valley Water will review and comment on all Project 

deliverables and forward to the Consultant for revision and preparation of final 
versions. As determined by Valley Water, some of the deliverables may also be 
subject to review and comment from regulatory agencies and stakeholders following 
Valley Water review process.   

 
4) Valley Water Quality Environmental Management System. Valley Water 

maintains a Quality Environmental Management System (QEMS) which has 
procedures, guidelines, and work instructions for the performance of various Valley 
Water work. If requested, Consultant will perform the applicable Agreement tasks 
and/or subtasks in accordance with the QEMS framework. In such situations, the 
VWPM will provide the Consultant with the specific QEMS procedure, guidelines, 
and/or work instruction prior to the production of deliverables. 

 
5) Consultant Responsibility. Consultant, with its expertise in performing the Services 

described herein, is responsible for making the appropriate assumptions in each task 
to complete deliverables and to achieve the objectives of this Agreement and for 
each Task Order. 

 
6) Document Control. Consultant is responsible for establishing and maintaining its 

own document control system to execute this Scope of Services.  An internal 
document control system is maintained by Valley Water. 

 
7) File Exchange Service. Consultant will provide a file exchange service, accessible to 

all parties as designated by Valley Water, to facilitate communications; particularly of 
large files (over 3 megabytes).  Any difficulties using and transmitting information with 
this exchange service shall be resolved by the Consultant. In the event that 
transmitting or receiving information does not occur in a timely manner, Valley Water 
will not be responsible for delays in completing Project work.  Consultant may need to 
coordinate with Valley Water’s Information Technology Division to address any firewall 
issues and/or permissions required to allow for these communications. 
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8) Quality Assurance / Quality Control (QA/QC) Program. 
 
a. Consultant will develop and implement ongoing, proven QA/QC procedures. 

Consultant will implement a formal Quality Management Program to ensure that 
Valley Water receives quality-controlled deliverables. The Program will include 
quality control checks of calculations and work products, as well as quality 
assurance reviews and documentation of the quality control process. Consultant’s 
QA/QC procedures will include a review of all deliverables using appropriately 
qualified technical resources and advisors. 
 

b. The QA/QC procedures must include details and methodology for reviewing 
documents, including technical memos, and cost estimates. Reviews will be 
assigned, and sign-off procedures will be documented.  

c. Consultant must maintain records that demonstrate that quality reviews were 
performed on Consultant and Subconsultant deliverables. 

 
7. Scope of Services Tasks Orders 

The Valley Water Project Manager will identify and communicate the applicable 
objectives, tasks, and services for each Task Order to the Consultant which may be 
based on tasks listed below. With an understanding of the tasks and services 
required, the Consultant will prepare a draft Task Order proposal in accordance with 
the On-Call Consultant Agreement, Section Twelve, Miscellaneous Provisions, 
subsection 13. Task Orders.  

Project Management 

The Consultant shall manage the overall Scope of Services, and services identified 
for individual Task Orders, such that the work is completed within the not-to-exceed 
fees limit and in accordance with the Project Schedule stated in each Task Order, 
while ensuring that all services and deliverables by the Consultant meet Valley Water 
requirements. The Consultant will identify the project control activities, regular check-
in meetings, schedule, QA/QC procedures, and other management and coordination 
necessary to successfully complete the Task Order. Assumptions and deliverables 
will be established for each Task Order. 

Development of Project Description  

Consultant may develop the formal project description of capital projects or 
operational programs. This work may include:  

 Development of problem definitions, goals and objectives 
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 Analysis of existing data and information or otherwise compiling data and information 
relevant to the project  

 Preparation of base maps and other figures  
 Screening alternatives 

 

Environmental Investigations, Survey, and Studies 

Consultant may conduct environmental studies in support of CEQA/NEPA analysis 
and/or permitting for capital projects or operational programs. Examples of studies that 
may be requested include (but is not limited to):  

 Research and documentation of the regulatory setting. 
 Biological Resources – surveys for sensitive species, wetland delineations. 
 Noise - noise monitoring, modeling noise impacts from construction equipment and 

operations. 
 Traffic - establishing baseline conditions, modeling trip generation. 
 Visual - developing visual simulations or evaluating visual impacts. 
 Air Quality – establishing baseline condition, modeling construction related 

emissions, greenhouse gas emissions, evaluating health risks from emissions. 
 Hydrology/Hydraulics - creek flow, flood risk, sediment transport, stormwater. 
 Cultural / Tribal Resources – conducting records searches, conducting pedestrian 

surveys, evaluating historic resources, coordinating monitoring, and preparing 
cultural resource reports and DPR Forms 523. 

 Wildfire – conducting hazard risk assessments. 
 Hazards / Hazardous Materials – Records searches and conducting site 

assessments.  
 Socioeconomic factors 

 

Environmental Evaluation  

Consultant may prepare environmental analyses in support of capital projects or 
operational programs. This work may include: 

 Providing expert review and technical advice to address special environmental 
planning needs. 

 Preparation of documents required by the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) such as Initial Studies, Mitigated Negative Declarations, Environmental 
Impact Reports, and supplemental and subsequent documents. 

 Development of documents under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
 Support of public outreach under CEQA such as scoping meetings and public 

hearings. 
 Preparation of response to public comments. 
 Preparation of findings required under CEQA. 
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 Preparation and maintenance of the administrative record 

 

Regulatory Permitting Assistance  

Consultant may support natural resource agency regulatory permitting and consultation 
activities for capital projects or operational programs with the United States Army Corp 
of Engineers (USACE); United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS); National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS); Valley Habitat Agency (VHA); California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW); State Office of Historic Preservation (SHPO); Bay 
Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC), Regional Water Quality Control 
Boards (RWQCB) and the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB). Requested 
work may include (but is not limited to): 

 Preparation of draft and final permit applications and materials, including supporting 
technical documentation. 

 Provide support to Valley Water during permit negotiations.  This support may take 
the form of providing expert review and strategizing with Valley Water, preparing 
handouts and/or displays, attending meetings to answer questions and/or give short 
presentations. 

 Cultural and Historic Resources permitting and consultation.  Under direction of 
Valley Water, the consultant will develop applicable technical materials for 
compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) as 
applicable. 

 Provide documentation associated with Valley Habitat Plan (VHP) compliance 
requirements including but not limited to ground cover verification, completion of draft 
and final VHP reporting forms, calculations of applicable fees. 
 

Mitigation Plans 

The Consultant may develop mitigation plans, monitoring plans, or similar for projects 
and programs to meet mitigation and permit requirements. 

8. Attachments  
The following Standard Consultant Agreement listed Attachments are incorporated 
herein by this reference as though set forth in full: 
 
Attachment One - Fees and Payments 
Attachment Two - Schedule of Completion 
Attachment Three - Consultant’s Key Staff and Subconsultants 
Attachment Four - Reference Materials 
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1. Total Authorized Funding

Total payment for Services performed, to the satisfaction of Valley Water, as described in 
the Schedule(s) will not exceed a total amount of $3,000,000 Not-to-Exceed Fees or NTE. 
Under no conditions will the total compensation to the Consultant exceed NTE payment 
amount without prior written approval in the form of an amendment to this Agreement 
executed by Valley Water’s Board of Directors (Board), or Chief Executive Officer, or 
designee, as authorized by the Board. The NTE also represents an Aggregate Fee amount 
that shall apply to each On-Call Agreement awarded for on-call environmental planning and 
permitting services.  There is no guarantee of any particular amount of compensation to 
Consultant under this Agreement.  

2. Terms and Conditions 

A. Payments for services performed which applies to the specific Services, will be based on 
the following terms: 

1) Valley Water will pay for Services provided by the Consultant according to the 
schedule of rates for professional, technical, and administrative personnel as well as 
materials and supplies as listed below in the Hourly/Unit Rate Schedule. 

2) The stated hourly rates are effective for the term of this Agreement unless otherwise 
revised as indicated. After 12 months from the date this Agreement is entered into by 
parties (“anniversary date”), and each 12 months thereafter, these hourly rates may 
be negotiated by the Consultant and Valley Water, provided Consultant submits 
written notice to Valley Water of Consultant’s request to revise the hourly rates 90 
calendar days prior to the anniversary date of this Agreement. Both parties will use as 
a benchmark for negotiations the percent change for the previous 12 months of the 
“Employment Cost Index (ECI), for total compensation for private industry workers, for 
the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose, CA CSA Census region and metropolitan area 
(not seasonally adjusted)” as published by the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, or 2%, whichever is less. A negative index will result in rates 
remaining the same. Such rate revisions are subject to written approval by Valley 
Water’s Deputy Operating Officer.  

B. Reimbursable Expenses  
 
1) All reimbursable expenses not already covered in overhead may include, but are not 

limited to, mapping, rendering, printouts, leased equipment, mailing and delivery 
services, printing services, film and processing, plotting, and supplies. These other 
direct expenses as approved by Valley Water Project Manager (VWPM) will be billed 
on a monthly basis at actual cost plus 5% linked to each Agreement Task, provided 
that the Task total NTE amount is not exceeded. Consultant shall provide detailed 
receipts for each other direct expense item(s) with monthly invoices submitted. No 
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markup will be applied to reimbursable expenses, either by the Consultant or by its 
subconsultants, subcontractors, or vendors. Consultant shall provide invoices for all 
such services regardless of cost. 

2) Equipment purchased on behalf of Valley Water that costs $50 or more must receive 
the prior written approval of Valley Water Project Manager (VWPM). All equipment 
purchased on behalf of Valley Water and paid for by Valley Water shall become the 
property of Valley Water and be delivered to Valley Water prior to expiration of this 
Agreement. 
 

3) Travel expenses are reimbursed at actual costs. Travel and overnight 
accommodations, including per diem, required for performance of this Agreement will 
be paid at reasonable cost not to exceed the U.S. General Services Agency Per Diem 
Rates for Sunnyvale/Palo Alto/San Jose, California area, provided prior approval has 
been obtained from Valley Water Project Manager (VWPM). For air travel, Valley 
Water will pay the cost of a coach class or equivalent ticket. Where air travel is 
required, Valley Water will pay the total cost of taxi, rideshare, public transportation, 
or a rental car, which may include insurance, gas, car fee, and taxes and will be paid 
at the actual costs incurred. Vehicle rental is limited to a compact or economy model, 
unless prior approval has been obtained from Valley Water Project Manager (VWPM) 
for a different type of vehicle. 
 

4) Expenses incurred by the Consultant, including for Subconsultants, subcontractors 
and vendors, including lab services, will be reimbursed at actual cost plus 5%. 
Consultant shall provide invoices for all such services regardless of cost.  The 5% 
markup will be applied only once, either by the Consultant or by its subconsultants, 
subcontractors, or vendors. 
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HOURLY/UNIT RATE TABLE

CLASSIFICATION/STAFF
HOURLY/

UNIT RATE

Consultant: Rincon Consultants, Inc. 

Senior Principal $387.60

Principal $321.98 

Director $275.51 

Senior Supervisor II $241.73 

Supervisor I $231.23 

Senior Professional II $204.67

Senior Professional I $175.13 

Professional IV $160.86 

Professional III $139.59 

Professional II $126.48 

Professional I $109.92 

Associate III $122.54 

Associate II $107.64 

Associate I $94.39 

Field Technician $92.73 

Technical Editor $102.70 

Project Accountant $189.34 

Billing Specialist $103.73 

Publishing Specialist $119.52 

Subconsultant: H.T. Harvey & Associates 

Principal $339.14

Senior Associate Ecologist $223.27 

Associate Ecologist $205.43 

Senior Ecologist 2 $188.91 

Senior Ecologist 1 $173.61 

Ecologist 2 $158.75 

Ecologist 1 $144.34 

Field Biologist 2 $131.55 
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CLASSIFICATION/STAFF
HOURLY/

UNIT RATE 

Field Biologist 1 $119.65 

Senior GIS Analyst $190.18

GIS Analyst $145.68 

GIS Technician $119.65

Senior Technical Support $167.36

Technical Support $112.59 

Clerical $73.10

Subconsultant: Hexagon Transportation Consultants 

President $356.12 

Principal $295.69 

Senior Associate II $259.16 

Senior Associate I $232.41 

Associate II $209.82 

Associate I $178.20 

Planner/Engineer II $150.24 

Planner/Engineer I $119.94 

Assistant Planner/Engineer $104.95 

Admin/Graphics $121.46 

Technician $89.96 

Subconsultant: Stillwater Sciences 

Principal-in-charge $295.52 

Principal Scientist/Engineer $236.65 

Senior Scientist/Engineer $212.83 

Associate Scientist/Engineer $202.84

Assistant Scientist/Engineer $171.60 

Scientist II $156.26 

Scientist I $137.53 

Senior Technician II $115.66 

Senior Technician I $103.84 

Technician/Administrative $93.12 

Subconsultant: Schaaf & Wheeler Consulting Engineers 

Project Manager $387.60 
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CLASSIFICATION/STAFF
HOURLY/

UNIT RATE 

Senior Engineer $215.97 

Associate Engineer $176.30

Assistant Engineer $138.84 

Junior Engineer $117.53

Subconsultant: Environmental Vision

Principal Visual Analyst $165.11 

Visual Analyst $114.95 
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1. This Agreement commences on the Effective Date, subject to accomplishment of all  
conditions to formation of an agreement listed in the Standard Consultant Agreement, 
Section Twelve, Miscellaneous Provisions, subsection 2. Formation of Agreement. 
 

2. This Agreement expires 4 years after the Effective Date, unless Valley Water, at its sole 
discretion, extends the term of the Agreement by exercising its one (1) one-year option 
period.  An extension of the term of this Agreements must be in the form of a written 
amendment and signed by both Parties.  

 
3. Each Task Order will state the schedule for Consultant’s performance of that Task Order. 
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1. Consultant’s key staff assigned to the Project are as follows:

Team Member Classification  Project Role 
Contact Information  

(Address, Phone and Email) 

Jennifer Jacobus, PhD Principal Principal-in-
Charge 

250 East 1st Street, Suite 1400
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

213-377-5647 

jjacobus@rinconconsultants.com 

Alex Hunt Principal Contract 
Manager, 
Project 
Manager 

80 Garden Court, Suite 240 
Monterey, CA 93940 

831-753-8105 

ahunt@rinconconsultants.com 

Kelsey Bennett, LEED-
AP

Director Project 
Manager

66 Franklin Street, Suite 300
Oakland, CA 94607

510-356-2497 

kbennett@rinconconsultants.com 

Kayleigh Limbach  Project 
Manager 

80 Garden Court, Suite 240 
Monterey, CA 93940 

831-753-3190 

klimbach@rinconconsultants.com 

Colby Boggs Principal Biological 
Resources 
Lead 

899 Pacific Street 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

805-250-8491 

CBoggs@rinconconsultants.com 

Josh Carman Principal Technical 
Services Lead 

66 Franklin Street, Suite 300
Oakland, CA 94607 

510-356-2811

jcarman@rinconconsultants.com 

Margo Nayyar Principal Cultural 
Resources 
Lead 

601 University Avenue, Suite 221
Sacramento, CA 95825 

916-282-3694 

mnayyar@rinconconsultants.com 

Kassandra Gale Director Public 
Outreach Lead 

4589 North Marty Avenue, 
Suite 102 
Fresno, CA 93722 

559-558-5875 

kgale@rinconconsultants.com 
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Team Member Classification  Project Role 
Contact Information 

(Address, Phone and Email) 

Ryan Thacher, PhD, PE Principal Water 
Resources 
Lead 

250 East 1st Street, Suite 1400
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

213-254-3733

rthacher@rinconconsultants.com 

2. The following Subconsultants and Subcontractors are authorized to perform Services 
pursuant to this Agreement: 

 

Firm 
Project Role Contact Information 

(Address, Phone and Email) 

H.T. Harvey & Associates Terrestrial Biology and

Permitting 

Contact: Steve Rottenborn

720 University Ave # 200  

Los Gatos, CA 95032 

408-722-0931 

srottenborn@harveyecology.com 

Stillwater Sciences Fisheries, Hydrology, and 

Permitting 

Contact: Katherine Ayres

2855 Telegraph Avenue 

Suite 400 

Berkeley, CA 94705 

916-964-9173 

kayres@stillwatersci.com  

Schaaf & Wheeler 
Consulting Engineers 

Hydrology, Flood Risk,

Project Development

Contact: Chuck Anderson 

4699 Old Ironsides Drive

Suite 350 

Santa Clara, CA 95054 

408-246-4848 

info@swsv.com 

Hexagon Transportation 
Consultants, Inc.  

Transportation Contact: Gary Black

100 Century Center Court 

Suite 501  

San Jose, California 95112  

408-971-6100 

gblack@hextrans.com 
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Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement-Capital-PMIS - 12/13/24
Ver. 05.12.26  

Page 59 of 60 

Firm
Project Role Contact Information

(Address, Phone and Email) 

Environmental Vision Aesthetics and Visual 
Simulation 

Contact: Chuck Cornwall 

1168 Glen Avenue

Berkeley, CA 94708 
510-540-4882   
cc@environmentalvision.com 

(REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK)
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SCHEDULE OC
ATTACHMENT FOUR 

REFERENCE MATERIALS 
 

On-Call Environmental Planning and Permitting Services Agreement No. A5714A / PB File No. VW0594

Standard On-Call Consultant Agreement-Capital-PMIS - 12/13/24
Ver. 05.12.26  

Page 60 of 60 

Ref No. Description 

1 Santa Clara Valley Water District Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA) (FC 1650) 

2 Santa Clara Valley Water District (Valley Water) Standards for GIS Products 

April 2021 version: 
http://gis.valleywater.org/Download/GIS_PRODUCT_STANDARDS.pdf 

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

 

[REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK] 
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Santa Clara Valley Water District

File No.: 26-0461 Agenda Date: 5/12/2026
Item No.: 10.1.

BOARD AGENDA MEMORANDUM

Government Code § 84308 Applies:  Yes ☐   No ☒
(If “YES” Complete Attachment A - Gov. Code § 84308)

SUBJECT: ..Title

Adopt a Resolution Approving the Updated Benefits for Unclassified Employees in the Executive
Service. (Continued from April 28, 2026)

RECOMMENDATION: ..Recommendation

Adopt the Resolution APPROVING BENEFITS FOR UNCLASSIFIED EMPLOYEES IN THE
EXECUTIVE SERVICE (January 1, 2026, through December 31, 2029).

SUMMARY:
The Board has engaged in a strategic approach to attract, hire, and retain a high-performing and
skilled workforce. In addition to classified employees represented by three bargaining groups, Santa
Clara Valley Water District (Valley Water) currently employs executive employees in the Unclassified
Service of Valley Water pursuant to District Personnel Ordinance 2000-01, section 2.6 (“Executive
Employees”). To address similar challenges with attracting and retaining unclassified employees, the
Board previously approved a Benefits for Unclassified Employees in the Executive Service
(Compensation Plan).

The Unclassified Employee Benefits Guide has been updated to reflect the following changes: Four
(4) paid parental leave days, four (4) paid reproductive loss days, increase in paid bereavement
leave by one (1) day, increase in tuition reimbursement by $500 and an increase in Deferred
Compensation Match by $1,000.

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE IMPACT:
There are no Environmental Justice impacts associated with this item.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
The staff estimated financial impact from the updates to benefits for unrepresented employees in the
Executive Service is roughly $50,000 per year, primarily driven by the increase in Deferred
Compensation Match.

Santa Clara Valley Water District Printed on 5/1/2026Page 1 of 2

powered by Legistar™909

http://www.legistar.com/


File No.: 26-0461 Agenda Date: 5/12/2026
Item No.: 10.1.

CEQA:
The recommended action does not constitute a project under CEQA because it does not have
potential for resulting in direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment.

ATTACHMENTS:
Attachment 1: Resolution

UNCLASSIFIED MANAGER: ..Manager

Patrice McElroy, 408-630-3159
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 RL15494-0426  1 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026- 

APPROVING THE AMENDED ATTACHMENT “A” BENEFITS FOR UNCLASSIFIED 
EMPLOYEES IN THE EXECUTIVE SERVICE OF THE  

COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS POLICY 

WHEREAS, California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 2, Section 570. 5, was adopted by 
CaIPERS to provide specific requirements on how public agencies should document pay rates 
for public employees; and  
 
WHEREAS, on May 22, 2018, through Resolution 18-25-1, the Board approved a 
Compensation Plan for Unrepresented Employees in the Executive Service (July 1, 2018, 
through June 30, 2022), which sets forth employment benefits for these Executive employees, 
and set salary ranges effectively the first full pay period in July 2018, to minimize compaction 
issues; and  
 
WHEREAS, on September 22, 2020, through Resolution 20-80, the Board approved the first 
amendment to the Compensation Plan for Unrepresented Employees in the Executive Service 
(July 1, 2018, through June 30, 2022); and  
 
WHEREAS, on November 23, 2021, through Resolution 21-96, the Board approved the second 
amendment to the Compensation Plan for Unrepresented Employees in the Executive Services 
(January 1, 2022, through December 31, 2025); and  
 
WHEREAS, the November 23, 2021 amendment erroneously included language in the Health 
Insurance for Retirees (Service Credit for Prior Agency Employment) provision capping prior 
service credit to ten years, when no such cap was intended in order to be consistent with the 
benefit being afforded Santa Clara Valley Water District’s (Valley Water) classified employees 
through the Memoranda of Understanding approved on November 23, 2021; and  
 
WHEREAS, the third amendment to the Compensation Plan corrected this error making the 
Health Insurance for Retirees (Service Credit for Prior Agency Employment) provision consistent 
with the prior service credit afforded to Valley Water’s classified employees and added new 
benefits of legal services and financial wellness (Section V (J-K)). 
 
WHEREAS, on June 28, 2022, through Resolution 22-0830, the Board approved the fourth 
amendment to the Compensation Plan for Unrepresented Employees in the Executive Service 
(July 1, 2018, through June 30, 2022), which sets forth employment benefits for these Executive 
employees, and set salary ranges effectively the first full pay period in July 2018, to minimize 
compaction issues;  
 
WHEREAS, on November 22, 2022, through Resolution 22-0807, the Board approved the fifth 
amendment to replace the salary schedule adopted on June 28, 2022, through resolution 22-
0830 and adopt the salary schedule effective November 28, 2022; and 
 
WHEREAS, the attached Unclassified Employees Benefits Guide (Exhibit A) has been updated 
to reflect the following changes: Four (4) paid parental leave days, four (4) paid reproductive 
loss days, increase in paid bereavement leave by one (1) day, increase in tuition reimbursement 
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Approving the Amended Attachment “A” Benefits for Unclassified Employees in the Executive 
Service of the Compensation and Benefits Policy                                     Resolution No. 2026- 

RL15494-0426 2 

by $500 and an increase in Deferred Compensation match by $1,000, and shall amend and 
replace the previous guide adopted on November 22, 2022, through Resolution 22-0807. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors of the Santa Clara Valley 
Water District does hereby approve and adopt amendment six of the Compensation and 
Benefits Policy Exhibit “A” as outlined herein and in the “Benefits Guide” and as attached hereto 
as Exhibit “A,” effective January 5, 2026. No other changes to the Compensation and Benefits 
Policy are being made at this time. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Santa Clara Valley Water District by 
the following vote on May 12, 2026:  

AYES: Directors 

NOES: Directors 

ABSENT: Directors 

ABSTAIN: Directors 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

____________________________________ 

TONY ESTREMERA  

Chair, Board of Directors 

ATTEST 

__________________________________ 

CANDICE KWOK-SMITH 

Clerk, Board of Directors 
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Approving the Amended Attachment “A” Benefits for Unclassified Employees in the Executive 
Service of the Compensation and Benefits Policy Resolution No. 2026-Xx 

RL15494-0426 3 

 
 
 

EXHIBIT A 
COVERSHEET 

 
 

VALLEY WATER UNCLASSIFIED EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 
(EFFECTIVE 01-01-2026) 

 
 
 
No. of Pages:   3  
 
 
Exhibit Attachments:  None 
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   VALLEY WATER 
Unclassified Employee Benefits 

(Effective 01-01-2026)  
BENEFIT SUMMARY 

 
 

Vacation 

• Newly hired employees receive 224 hours (28 days/year) of prorated vacation based on the date 
of hire. The prorated amount is vested immediately for the remainder of the fiscal year and is 
available for use upon approval of the employee’s Appointing Authority. Starting the following 
fiscal year, vacation shall accrue as set forth below for current employees.  

• Beginning each fiscal year, current employees receive 224 hours (28 days/year) of vacation, 
which is vested immediately for the entire fiscal year, and may be accumulated up to 4 times 
entitlement. 

• Employees may elect either a cash pay-off for up to 28 days (224 hours) or have all or a portion of 
the cash value transferred to the Deferred Compensation Plan once each year. Elections to cash 
out vacation must be made in the calendar year prior to the cash out. 

 
 

Sick Leave 
 

Sick leave is accrued at the rate of 1 day per month (96 hours per year) with unlimited accumulation. 
• Upon resignation, with 10 or more years of service with Valley Water, up to 480 hours of 

accrued sick leave shall be paid at 25% of the equivalent cash value. 
 

• Upon retirement (filed for CalPERS retirement), regardless of years of service with Valley 
Water, sick leave may be paid out as follows: 

o Sick leave balance up to 480 hours is paid out at 50% of the equivalent cash value. 
Any remaining balance above 480 hours may be converted into additional CalPERS 
service credit.  Sick leave hours above 480 will not be paid out. 

o Entire accrued sick leave balance may be converted into additional CalPERS service 
credit.  No sick leave hours will be paid out. 

o Combination of any portion (up to 480 hours) of the sick leave balance is paid out at 
50% and any remaining balance may be converted into additional CalPERS service 
credit. Sick leave hours above 480 will not be paid out. 

 

• Upon death, all accrued, unused sick leave will be paid at 100% of the cash value. 
 

Any other payout of accrued sick leave upon separation of employment must be approved by the 
Chief Executive Officer. Any such approved payout shall not exceed 480 hours of accrued sick leave 
and shall be at the rate of 25% of the equivalent cash value. 

Sick Leave 
Conservation 

Sick Leave Conservation Program - Employees with a minimum of one (1) year of service who have 
used no more than twenty-seven (27) sick leave hours during the preceding twelve (12) month period 
may convert up to twenty-four (24) hours to cash. Elections to cash out sick leave must be made in 
the calendar year prior to the cash-out.  

Executive Leave & 
Personal Leave 

24 hours of executive leave and 32 hours of prorated personal leave provided upon hire.  Leave 
may be converted to cash or credited to the deferred compensation plan at any time during the fiscal 
year.  Automatically paid out if no election is made. 

 
Bereavement 

Leave 

5 days of bereavement leave for obligations arising from the death of a family member as defined in 
the At-Will Policy for Employees in the Unclassified Service.  Additional time may be charged to sick 
leave for a total leave (4 days of bereavement leave plus sick leave) not to exceed 10 consecutive 
working days. 

Parental Leave  Valley Water provides 4 paid days for qualifying parental leave. Thereafter, employees may use sick 
leave (in addition to current vacation, comp time, and/or personal leave) for all qualifying parental 
leave. Employees can use this sick leave for bonding (or for the placement of a child with an 
employee for adoption or foster care). The duration of such parental or bonding leave shall be subject 
to Valley Water policy. 

Reproductive Loss 
Leave (RLL) 

Valley Water provides 4 paid days for qualifying reproductive loss leave. Thereafter, the employee 
may use 1 additional day from eligible leave banks, or go unpaid, for a qualifying leave up to 5 days. 
Employees may take their leave consecutively, or intermittently and must use the leave within 3 
months of the loss.  

Holidays 14 designated days per calendar year.  
CalPERS Retirement 
for Classic Members 

Hired Prior to 
3/19/2012 

(Tier 1) 

California Public Employees Retirement System (CalPERS) 2.5% at 55 retirement plan with final 
compensation of highest 12 consecutive months. The current required employee contribution is 8%. 
Contributions are pre-tax payroll deductions.  

CalPERS Retirement 
for Classic Members 

Hired On or After 
3/19/2012 

(Tier 2) 

California Public Employees Retirement System (CalPERS) 2.0% at 60 retirement plan with final 
compensation of highest 36 consecutive months. The current required employee contribution is 0%. 
Valley Water pays the employee contribution (Employer Paid Member Contributions – EPMC) of 7%. 
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CalPERS Retirement 

for New Members 
Hired On or After 

1/1/2013 
(Tier 3/PEPRA) 

California Public Employees Retirement System (CalPERS) 2.0% at 62 retirement plan with final 
compensation of highest 36 consecutive months.  Employees are required to pay 50% of the total 
normal cost as determined by the annual CalPERS valuation which is subject to change each fiscal 
year. The current required employee contribution is 7.25%. Contributions are pre-tax payroll 
deductions. 

Retirement Health 
Benefits for 
Employees 

Hired Prior to 
12/30/2006 

Medical coverage is provided for retired employees with 10 years of continuous service with Valley 
Water or a combination of prior public agency service (meaning the State of California or any political 
subdivision thereof, including any city, county, or special district) with a minimum of 5 consecutive 
years of Valley Water Service. 
 

Medical, Dental, and Vision coverage is provided for retired employees and one eligible dependent 
with 15 or more years of continuous service with Valley Water or a combination of prior public agency 
service with a minimum of 5 consecutive years of Valley Water Service. 
 

Medical, Dental, and Vision coverage is provided for retired employees plus two (2) or more eligible 
dependents with 25 or more years of continuous service with Valley Water or a combination of prior 
public agency service with a minimum of 5 consecutive years of Valley Water Service. 

 
Retirement Health 

Benefits for 
Employees 

Hired on or after 
12/30/2006 and 

Prior to 3/1/2007 

Medical coverage is provided for retired employees with 10 years of continuous service with Valley 
Water or a combination of prior public agency service (meaning the State of California or any political 
subdivision thereof, including any city, county, or special district) with a minimum of 5 consecutive 
years of Valley Water Service. 
 

Medical, Dental, and Vision coverage is provided for retired employees and one eligible dependent 
with 15 or more years of continuous service with Valley Water or a combination of prior public agency 
service with a minimum of 5 consecutive years of Valley Water Service. 
 

Medical, Dental, and Vision coverage is provided for retired employees plus two (2) or more eligible 
dependents with 25 or more years of continuous service with Valley Water or a combination of prior 
public agency service with a minimum of 5 consecutive years of Valley Water Service. 
 
Medical premium cost sharing is required with the same contribution percentage as active employees 
and based on the medical premium amount applicable to active employees or retirees, whichever is 
less.  Effective April 1, 2024, retirees will pay 0% of the cost of the premium.  Valley Water will pay 
100% of the cost of the premium. 

 
Retirement Health 

Benefits for 
Employees 

Hired On or After 
3/1/2007 

Medical coverage is provided for retired employees with 15 years of continuous service with Valley 
Water or a combination of prior public agency service (meaning the State of California or any political 
subdivision thereof, including any city, county, or special district) with a minimum of 5 consecutive 
years of Valley Water Service. 
 

Medical coverage is provided for retired employees and one eligible dependent with 20 or more years 
of continuous service with Valley Water or a combination of prior public agency service with a 
minimum of 5 consecutive years of Valley Water Service. 
 
Medical premium cost sharing is required with the same contribution percentage as active employees 
and based on the medical premium amount applicable to active employees or retirees, whichever is 
less. Effective April 1, 2024, retirees will pay 0% of the cost of the premium.  Valley Water will pay 
100% of the cost of the premium. 

Health Insurance 

Medical, Dental, Vision Care, and EAP benefits are provided by Valley Water with no monthly 
premium cost to the employee. 
 

Medical, Dental, Vision Care, and EAP benefits are provided to all regular employees and their eligible 
dependents including domestic partners.  Domestic partner coverage is taxable income for federal 
income tax purposes. 
 

Valley Water employees may only receive coverage under one plan; either as single coverage or 
family coverage and either as the primary subscriber or as a dependent under the plan of a spouse or 
domestic partner who is a regular Valley Water employee.  Eligible dependents will only be covered 
under one employee’s medical plan. 

Disability 
Insurance 

Valley Water provides Short Term Disability (STD) equal to 66 2/3% of salary to a maximum weekly 
benefit of $3,462 with a 14-day waiting period.  STD may transition into Long Term Disability (LTD) 
after 180 days of disability and then provide 66 2/3% of salary to a maximum monthly benefit of 
$15,000. 

 
Life Insurance 

 
 
 

Valley Water provides life insurance benefits equal to employee’s annual salary up to a maximum 
benefit of $100,000 with a five-year phase out in declining increments of $10,000 per year starting with 
$50,000 coverage upon retirement.  The premium attributable to life insurance benefit exceeding 
$50,000 is considered “imputed income” and must be reported as taxable earnings on the W-2 
statement each year, as required by the IRS.   
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Life Insurance 

Optional supplemental life insurance available in amounts equal to 1, 2, 3, or 4 times annual salary to 
a maximum benefit of $750,000 is available at employee cost. Guaranteed issue amount is $200,000. 

Deferred 
Compensation 

Deferred compensation plans are available at the employee’s option, with up to $9,000 in annual 
matching contributions each calendar year from Valley Water. The match will be deposited into the 
401(a) plan.  

Flexible Spending 
Account (FSA) 

 

Health Care Spending Account – Maximum contribution up to $3,400 for eligible medical, dental, 
vision and prescription expenses for 2026. The rollover amount from 2026 into 2027 is $680. 
 
Dependent Adult or Child Daycare – Maximum contribution of $7,500 per family or $3,750 if you file 
taxes “Married Filing Separately” per calendar year.  
 
Commuter Spending Account – Pre-tax deductions are allowed up to the IRS maximum for any public 
transportation or to pay for qualified vanpools to commute to work. 

Employee 
Assistance 

Program (EAP) 

Valley Water provides an EAP to employees and their eligible dependents that are staffed by licensed 
credentialed counselors and provides information, referral, and short-term counseling for personal 
issues affecting work or personal life. 

Legal Insurance 
 

Valley Water offers comprehensive legal benefits through Legal Shield which include (but are not 
limited to): Bullying Protection, Post‐Nuptial/DP Agreements, Gender Identifier Change, Elder Law 
Matter, Civil/Social Discrimination, and Consumer Credit Services. 

Accident Insurance 
The Standard offers optional coverage that provides cash benefits if you’re injured outside of work. 
Payments can help cover lost income and unexpected medical expenses. The plan pays for a range 
of injuries and treatments, including chipped teeth, lacerations, and broken bones, helping reduce the 
financial impact of accidents. 

Critical Illness 
Insurance 

The Standard offers optional coverage that provides a lump-sum cash benefit ($10,000–$30,000) if 
you’re diagnosed with a covered critical illness, such as cancer, stroke, heart attack, Alzheimer’s, or 
Parkinson’s. The benefit can help cover medical costs, caregiving needs, and other expenses, offering 
financial support during treatment and recovery.  

Pet Insurance 
Valley Water offers optional pet insurance through MetLife. MetLife Pet can help you be prepared for 
unexpected vet costs associated with injuries and illnesses and can also cover routine pet care. 
MetLife is an employee cost direct-bill plan (no paycheck deductions). 

Wellness 
 
 

ValleyWaterWell – Valley Water Wellness program. We offer company-wide challenges, lunchtime 
seminars, health cooking demos, health stations, and more! 
Origin Financial Wellness – Valley Water provided financial Wellness tool. Free 1:1 meetings with 
certified financial planners, free app access with visibility to financial transactions, free basic will 
preparation, discounted will preparation and more! 
ClassPass – Fitness & wellness at your fingertips. 13 Valley Water provided credits per month, up to 
13 credit rollover. Discounted credit purchases. 
Personify Health – Valley Water Wellness Platform. Participate in wellness challenges, competitions, 
and more. Earn up to $200/annually! 
LifeBalance – Discounts at thousands of businesses nationwide, including health clubs, fitness 
studios, online retailers, movie theaters, hotels, and more! 

Other 

Car Allowance – Board Appointed Officers (BAO) are eligible for a monthly car allowance as follows:  
CEO & General Counsel = $600 / Clerk of the Board =$450. Mileage is paid for out-of-county Valley 
Water business in addition to a monthly car allowance. 
Electronic Devices – Valley Water-owned communication devices are provided, including cell 
phones, pagers, two-way radios, tablets, and computers. A monthly stipend for smartphones is 
provided.  
Tuition Assistance Program – Unclassified employees with six (6) or more months of continuous 
service, up to 100% reimbursement of tuition costs upon satisfactory completion of an approved 
course to a maximum of $4,000 per fiscal year. 

This is a summary of benefits only.  Official plan documents/agreements govern how a benefit is 
determined or administered. 
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Santa Clara Valley Water District

File No.: 26-0476 Agenda Date: 5/12/2026
Item No.: *10.2.

BOARD AGENDA MEMORANDUM

Government Code § 84308 Applies:  Yes ☐   No ☒
(If “YES” Complete Attachment A - Gov. Code § 84308)

SUBJECT: ..Title

CEO and Chiefs’ Reports.

ATTACHMENTS:
*Handout 10.2-A: OCE Monthly Update
*Handout 10.2-B: OGR April Summary
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Continued on back »

Office of Civic Engagement Monthly Update
APRIL 2026

1 assembly 
14 fiscal year-to-date 

1 field trip 
12 fiscal year-to-date 

3 public events 
5 fiscal year-to-date 

5 miles cleaned 
106 fiscal year-to-date 

121 volunteers 
2392 fiscal year-to-date 

1,223 pounds of trash 
and recyclables  
35,916 fiscal year-to-date 

EDUCATION OUTREACH
Throughout the month, staff engaged youth from kindergarten 
through eighth grade through classroom lessons, assemblies, field 
trips, and public events. At the City of Santa Clara’s Earth and Arbor 
Day Celebration, Valley Water staff and H2Cool led elementary 
students in the Water Conservation Pledge. Students also learned 
about the importance of saving water and everyday conservation tips 
at the Synopsys Outreach Foundation’s Sciencepalooza and the City 
of San José’s Viva EscuelaSJ event at K.R. Smith Elementary School.

35 classroom lessons 
205 fiscal year-to-date 

1,337 youth 
7,974 fiscal year-to-date 

CREEK STEWARDSHIP
April 19 through April 25, was National Volunteer Week. To 
recognize and celebrate volunteers, the Valley Water Board 
of Directors adopted a resolution expressing appreciation for 
the year-round contributions of Valley Water’s volunteers. 
Director Beall also authored a board column in San José Spotlight 
highlighting the vital role volunteers play in advancing Valley 
Water’s mission. Staff amplified these recognitions by sharing 
them with volunteers through social media, email, and newsletters. 
Additionally, thank-you cards were sent to Adopt-A-Creek partners 
and other cleanup coordinators in appreciation of their continued 
service and contributions over the past year.

Volunteers support our waterways year-round. In April, seven 
Adopt-A-Creek partners hosted cleanups, collectively contributing 
258 volunteer hours and removing 1,223 pounds of trash across 
5 miles of Guadalupe Creek, Saratoga Creek, Ross Creek, Coyote 
Creek, Sunnyvale East Channel, and Canoas Creek.

WATER SUPPLY OUTREACH
In April, staff led five tours at the Silicon Valley Advanced 
Water Purification Center. Tour attendees included members 

Vice Chair Santos, Director Beall, City of San José Councilmembers Pamela Campos and 
David Cohen, City of Santa Clara Councilmember Karen Hardy, and Valley Water staff 
sample advanced purified water at the Joint Recycled Water Policy Advisory Committee 
Meeting in San José.

Valley Water staff share water conservation tips and materials at Synopsys Outreach 
Foundation’s Sciencepalooza event in San José.

662 bottles distributed 
1,723 current year-to-date 

13 students 
235 fiscal year-to-date 

35 public tour attendees	
1,723 fiscal year-to-date 

66 total attendees 
1,417 fiscal year-to-date 

YOUTH COMMISSION
Recruitment for the Youth Commission launched on April 16, 
to fill 11 anticipated vacancies for the upcoming school year. 
Commissioners will serve a two-year term and contribute to 
initiatives that promote water conservation, flood protection 
awareness, and environmental stewardship while building 
leadership and civic engagement skills. To ensure a strong applicant 
pool, staff implemented a comprehensive outreach approach, which 
included Nextdoor engagement, flyer distribution, and targeted 
social media campaigns and email outreach to key community 
groups. The application submission deadline was May 4, 2026. 

SAFE, CLEAN WATER GRANTS AND PARTNERSHIPS

Refill Station Grants
Closeouts: 

•	 City of Gilroy – Refill Station Grant Project: 
Through a $5,000 FY 2024 Refill Station Grant, City of Gilroy 
installed a new water refill station at Wheeler Gym which 
serves members of the public of all ages, who use the facility 
to attend recreational classes and activities. The installation 
helps improve access to safe, clean drinking water as well as 
public health, hydration, and sustainability.

of the public, Amazon Web Services employees, San José State 
University nursing students, and the Greater San José Chapter of 
the American Society of Safety Professionals.  

Staff attended the Joint Recycled Water Policy Advisory 
Committee meeting at the San José City Hall and met with local 
government officials to provide updates on the Pure Water Silicon 
Valley Project and outreach initiatives. Staff also participated in 
three tabling events, including STEM Zone hosted by the City of 
Santa Clara at the Santa Clara Convention Center, Earth Day at San 
José State University, and Earth Day with Valley Water’s Green 
Team. At the Green Team’s Earth Day event, staff served boba 
tea made with advanced purified water and shared informational 
materials with Valley Water employees. In total, staff distributed 
662 bottles throughout the month.

Handout 10.2-A 
05/12/2026
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LOOKING AHEAD

Vargas Elementary School 
MAY
13

Marshall Pomeroy Elementary School
MAY
4

San Martín/Gwinn Environmental Science Academy
MAY
11

Capri Elementary School 
MAY
7

Site Coordinator Training for National River 
Cleanup Day

MAY
6

National River Cleanup Day
MAY
16

Ben Painter Elementary School 
MAY
14

Country Lane Elementary School 
MAY
18

Creek Stewardship: 

West Valley Elementary School 
MAY

20-21

Nimitz Elementary School 
MAY
27

Glen View Elementary School 
MAY
28

Youth Commission Application Deadline
MAY
4

Water 101 Academy Infrastructure Bus Tour
MAY
20

Youth Commission Quarterly Meeting  
and Graduation

MAY
20

Water 101 Academy Session 4
MAY
14

Education Outreach Programs:

Youth Commission:

Water 101 Academy:

Mini-Grants
Awards: 

•	 Our City Forest – Community Nursery Upgrades: 
Valley Water awarded a $10,000 FY26 Mini-Grant to Our 
City Forest for its Community Nursery Upgrades Project. The 
project entails enhancements to the organization’s nursery 
center to improve water conservation and the health of local 
plants. Participants will have the opportunity to learn and 
receive resources on sustainable water management practices.

•	 City of Cupertino - McClellan Ranch Preserve Environmental 
Education Center: 
Valley Water awarded the City of Cupertino a $10,000 FY26 
Mini-Grant to support enhancements to the Environmental 
Education Center in McClellan Ranch Preserve in Cupertino. 
These enhancements include a new enviroscape model 
depicting a watershed and ideal creek conditions, 
informational signage, and new terrariums and aquariums for 
its animal ambassadors. The project will engage third-grade 
students through its Creek Tour Program where they will learn 
about pollution prevention, environmental stewardship, and 
natural flood protection.  

Standard Grants
Applications for the 2026 Standard Grants Program closed on 
Friday, April 24. In May, the grant evaluation panels will finalize 
their reviews and score the eight applications received. The 
evaluation panel's funding recommendations will be presented to 
the Valley Water Board of Directors for approval in June. 

Closeouts: 

•	 Children’s Discovery Museum – Exploration Portal: 
Preventing Pollution Project: 
Through a $144,500 FY20 Safe, Clean Water Standard 
Grant, Children’s Discovery Museum delivered a new outdoor 
education space, the Exploration Portal, that showcases real-
world pollution prevention strategies in action, including how 
to reduce runoff to the Guadalupe River, support groundwater 
supplies through pollution prevention techniques, and 
showcase building materials to reduce runoff, such as 
permeable hardscape. 

•	 City of Morgan Hill – Madrone Channel Trail  
Improvement Project:  
Through a $120,000 FY19 Safe, Clean Water Standard 
Grant, the City of Morgan Hill enhanced 1.8 miles of a 
new 7-foot wide Class I bicycle and pedestrian trail from 
East Main Avenue to Tennant Avenue along the Madrone 
Channel, located east of U.S. Highway 101 in Morgan Hill. 
The trail provides accessible connections for walkers and 
bikers, linking the south end of Morgan Hill to the north end 
away from vehicle traffic.

Water 101 Academy
The new Water 101 Academy cohort completed their first 
three lessons this month, moving one step closer to becoming 
Water Ambassadors. 

In the first session on April 2, Chair Estremera provided opening 
remarks. Participants received presentations covering an 
overview of Valley Water and the Safe Clean Water & Natural 
Flood Protection Program.

The second session on April 16, focused on “Where does your 
water come from?,” and included presentations about Water 

Utility Enterprise, imported water, water supply planning, and 
water conservation programs.

The third session on April 30, was dedicated to “Watershed 
Works In Action.” Participants received a watershed overview 
presentation, and learned about the Stream Maintenance 
Program, Good Neighbor program, Upper Llagas Creek Flood 
Protection Project, and Coyote Creek Project.

WATER RATE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

In April, WRAP assisted 222 households by paying water bills 
totaling $87,082.

222 households assisted 
1,173 fiscal year-to-date

$87,082 paid 
$488,140 fiscal year-to-date
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FEDERAL ADVOCACY EFFORTS
Rep. Khanna Supports Additional Funding for  
Pure Water Silicon Valley Project 

Rep. Ro Khanna (CA-17) is again supporting 
Valley Water’s request for Community Project 
Funding (CPF) for the Pure Water Silicon Valley 
demonstration facility. Valley Water requested 
$10 million in FY27 for the construction of the 
demonstration facility. Rep. Khanna secured  
$1.092 million in FY26 for planning and design 
of the facility. Congress is currently working to 
advance FY27 appropriations legislation, with final 
passage later this year. While the CPF awards are  
far from guaranteed, staff will continue to advocate 
for any and all funding for Valley Water projects.

Bay Area Council DC Advocacy Delegation 

Valley Water staff joined a Bay Area Council 
delegation to Washington, D.C. with leaders from 
business, transportation, water, and public policy 
to advocate for federal action on the region’s most 
pressing challenges and opportunities.

Over two days of meetings on Capitol Hill and 
with key federal agencies, delegates engaged 
with members of the California and Bay Area 
congressional delegation, including Senators  
Alex Padilla and Adam Schiff; Speaker Emerita 
Nancy Pelosi (CA-11); and Representatives Sam 
Liccardo (CA-16), John Garamendi (CA-08),  
Zoe Lofgren (CA-18), Josh Harder (CA-09),  
Mark DeSaulnier (CA-10), Kevin Mullin (CA-15) 
Lateefah Simon (CA-12), Vince Fong (CA-20),  

Office of Government Relations
SUMMARY FOR APRIL 2026

continued on back »

and Jimmy Panetta (CA-19). The delegation also  
met with senior officials at the U.S. Departments  
of Transportation and Commerce.

Discussions focused on strengthening the federal 
partnership needed to support the Bay Area’s 
economic vitality, infrastructure investment, and 
long-term global competitiveness, including the 
importance of the Water Infrastructure Finance  
and Innovation Act (WIFIA) Program.

 

STATE ADVOCACY EFFORTS
Legislative Update

Valley Water staff joined the State Water 
Contractors for a Capitol Advocacy Day at the 
State Capitol on April 21, meeting with legislators 
and staff to advocate on key water policy priorities. 
The day focused on protecting and maintaining 
the State Water Project, and securing funding 
for conveyance and Delta levees. Staff requested 
support from legislators for AB 2215 (Calderon) 
which extends existing State Water Project water 
rights to ensure long-term system reliability and 
avoid costly delays.

Staff also advocated for the passage of SB 872 
(McNerney), which creates a $300 million annual 
fund over 20 years to address subsidence impacts 
on critical conveyance infrastructure that threaten 
future water deliveries. The meetings emphasized 
that maintaining and modernizing existing 
infrastructure is essential to adapting to climate 
change and ensuring water supply reliability.

Bay Area Council delegation with Rep. Vince Fong (R-Bakersfield)

Capitol Building in Washington, D.C.
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RECENT EVENTS

APRIL
12 AAUW Wildflower Run, Morgan Hill

APRIL 
18 City of Milpitas Earth Day Table

APRIL
25 Morgan Hill Community Earth Day Festival

APRIL
25

Acterra Love Our Earth Festival /  
Waterpalooza, East Palo Alto

continued on back »

FUTURE EVENTS

Berryessa Art & Wine Festival, San JoseMAY
9

April 25, Valley Water Staff at WaterPalooza

Meeting attendees are listening to a presentation by SFEI on integrating 
sediment management to enhance the resilience of the watershed- 
bayland ecosystem.

Valley Water collaborated with the other State 
Water Contractor agency partners to reinforce that 
there is no replacement for State Water Project 
supplies and that continued investment is critical. 
Participants from all over the state conducted over 
45 legislative briefings that served to advance 
these two important bills and to build on the 
foundation of knowledge and understanding about 
the State Water Project and a complex California 
water policy and infrastructure framework. 

LOCAL ADVOCACY EFFORTS
On April 21, Valley Water hosted the first 
Environmentally Focused Partners meeting of the 
year to convene representatives from a diverse 
cross-section of environmental groups and 
organizations across the region, with a goal of 
fostering stronger relationships and collaboration 
with our environmental partners through an open 
forum. Chair Estremera welcomed attendees and 
introduced Valley Water Directors who also joined 
the meeting. This meeting featured updates on the 
Upper Guadalupe River Flood Protection Project 
by the Valley Water project team, as well as a 
“Sediments Solutions” presentation from the  
San Francisco Estuary Institute (SFEI). 

Valley Water Hosts Earth Day Booths

On April 25, Valley Water staff kicked off Earth 
Day celebrations by tabling at the Morgan Hill 
Community Earth Day Festival and Acterra’s Love 
Our Earth Festival/WaterPalooza event in East 
Palo Alto. WaterPalooza is an annual, hands-
on educational event organized by the Water 
Environment Federation (WEF) and its Students  
and Young Professionals Community. Staff  
engaged with attendees by sharing information 
about Valley Water’s resources and programs, 
highlighting the importance of water conservation, 
and providing updates on the Shoreline Project. 
At both Earth Day events, participants enjoyed 
interactive activities, including the water wheel 
where participants could answer water-related  
trivia for a chance to win prizes.
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 Bill (Author) Subject Position Status

AB 11 (Lee) The Social Housing Act Support Pending – Senate Housing 
Committee (2 Yr Bill)

AB 35 (Alvarez)

Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, Drought 
Preparedness, and Clean Air Bond Act of 2024: 
Administrative Procedure Act: Exemption:  
Program guidelines and selection criteria

Support Pending –  
Senate Rules Committee

AB 259 (Blanca Rubio) Open Meetings Teleconferences Support Pending – Senate Judiciary 
Committee (2 Yr Bill) 

AB 269 (Bennett) Dam Safety and Climate Resilience Local Assistance 
Program Oppose Failed – Assembly Water, Parks & 

Wildlife Committee

AB 454 (Kalra) Migratory Birds: California Migratory Bird Protection Act Support Signed by the Governor

AB 514 (Petrie-Norris) Emergency Water Supplies Support Failed – Assembly Appropriations 
Committee – Suspense File

AB 532 (Ransom) Water Rate Assistance Program Support Pending – Senate Appropriations 
Committee – Suspense File (2 Yr Bill)

AB 707 (Soria) San Luis and Delta-Mendota Water Authority:  
B.F. Sisk Dam Raise and Reservoir Expansion Project Support Failed – Assembly Rules Committee

AB 810 (Irwin) Local Government Internet Websites and Email 
Addresses Oppose Failed – Assembly Appropriations 

Committee – Suspense File

AB 1319 (Schultz) Protected Species: California Endangered Species Act Oppose Unless 
Amended Signed by the Governor

AB 1577  
(Bauer-Kahan) Data Centers: Reporting Support Pending – Assembly Appropriations 

Committee

AB 1772 (Papan) Fish and Wildlife: Invasive Mussels Support Pending – Assembly Appropriations 
Committee

AB 2032 (Ransom) Fish and Wildlife: Golden Mussels Support Pending – Assembly Appropriations 
Committee

AB 2051 (Wicks) Public Resources: Coastal Resilience Permitting 
Working Group Support Pending – Assembly Water, Parks & 

Wildlife Committee

AB 2180 (Ward) Local Government: Proposition 218 Omnibus 
Implementation Act: Proportional Cost of Service Support Pending – Assembly Third Reading

AB 2215 (Calderon) Water Rights: Permits: State Water Project Support Pending – Assembly Water, Parks & 
Wildlife Committee

AB 2469 (Papan) Water Resources: Data Centers Support Pending – Assembly Appropriations 
Committee

AB 2619 (Papan) Water Resources: Data Centers Support Pending – Assembly Water, Parks & 
Wildlife Committee

AB 2739 (Soria) Water: Affordability and System Stabilization Support Pending – Assembly Appropriations 
Committee

AB 2777 (Committee 
on Environmental 
Safety & Toxic 
Materials)

State Water Pollution Control Revolving Fund Program: 
Loans: Outdoor Eating Areas: Water Reuse Support Pending – Assembly Appropriations 

Committee

SB 31 (McNerney) Water Quality: Recycled Water Support Signed by the Governor

SB 72 (Caballero) The California Water Plan: Long-Term Supply Targets Support Signed by the Governor

2025-26 State Legislation with Board-Approved Positions
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2025-26 State Legislation with Board-Approved Positions - continued

continued on back »

 Bill (Author) Subject Position Status

SB 454 (McNerney) State Water Resources Control Board:  
PFAS Mitigation Program Support Vetoed by the Governor

SB 466 (Caballero) Drinking Water: Hexavalent Chromium: Civil Liability: 
Exemption Support Signed by the Governor

SB 496 (Hurtado) Advanced Clean Fleets Regulation: Appeals Advisory 
Committee: Exemptions Support Failed – Senate Appropriations 

Committee - Suspense File

SB 598 (Durazo) Construction Manager/General Contractor Project 
Delivery Method Support Signed by the Governor

SB 599 (Caballero) Atmospheric Rivers: Research: Forecasting Methods: 
Experimental Tools Support Pending – Assembly Appropriations 

Committee – Suspense File (2 Yr Bill)

SB 601 (Allen) Water: Waste Discharge Oppose Unless 
Amended

Pending – Assembly Appropriations 
Committee – Suspense File (2 Yr Bill)

SB 650 (Cabaldon) The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Reform Act 
of 2009. Support Signed by the Governor

SB 682 (Allen) Environmental Health: Product Safety: Perfluoroalkyl 
and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances Support Vetoed by the Governor

SB 695 (Cortese) Transportation: climate resiliency: projects of 
statewide and regional significance Support Signed by the Governor 

SB 753 (Cortese) Special Business Regulations: Shopping Carts Support Signed by the Governor

SB 872 (McNerney) Delta Levees and Canal Subsidence Fund Support and 
Amend

Pending - Senate Natural Resources 
& Water Committee

SB 899 (Grove) Fire Prevention: Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task 
Force: Wildfire Smoke Support Pending - Senate Environmental 

Quality Committee

SB 952 (Laird) State Water Project: Renewable Energy Resources and 
Zero-Carbon Resources Support Pending – Senate Appropriations 

Committee

SB 1085 (Durazo) Water Supply Planning: California Environmental 
Quality Act Determination Support Pending - Senate Natural Resources 

& Water Committee

SB 1125 (Menjivar) Water Rate Assistance Program Support Pending – Senate Appropriations 
Committee

SB 1153 (Caballero) Disaster Preparedness: Urban Retail Water Suppliers 
and Public Water Systems: Wildfire Support Pending - Senate Appropriations 

Committee

 Bill (Author) Subject Position Status

H.R. 337 (Costa) Groundwater Technical Assistance Act Support Introduced

H.R. 338 (Costa) Every Drop Counts Act Support Introduced

S. 322 (Padilla) Improving Atmospheric River Forecasting Act SupportSupport Introduced

H.R. 1267 (Gluesenkamp Perez) Water Systems PFAS Liability Protection Act Support Introduced

H.R. 403 (Swalwell) Preventing Our Next Natural Disaster Act Support Introduced

H.R. 1382 (Huffman) San Francisco Bay Restoration Program Technical Correction Act Support Reported Out of 
Committee

H.R. 605 (Costa) Headwaters Protection Act of 2025 Support Introduced

2025-26 Federal Legislation with Board-Approved Positions
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 Bill (Author) Subject Position Status

H.R. 1871 (Huffman) 
S. 857 (Curtis) Water Conservation Rebate Tax Parity Act of 2025 Support Introduced

H.R. 1894 (Calvert) Federally Integrated Species Health (FISH) Act Support Introduced

H.R. 2594 (Crawford) Water Risk and Resilience Organization Establishment Act Support Introduced

H.R. 2344 (Schakowsky)  
S. 1118 (Markey)

Water Information Sharing and Analysis Center (WaterISAC) 
Threat Protection Act Support Introduced

H.R. 2766 (Fallon) Special District Fairness and Accessibility Act Support Introduced

H.R. 2774 (Harder) Safeguarding Our Levees Act Support Introduced

S. 1760 (Curtis) Restoring WIFIA Eligibility Act Support Introduced

H.R. 2907 (Stanton) Save Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities  
(Save BRIC) Act Support Introduced

S. 324 (Rosen) Smarter Weather Forecasting for Water Management, Farming, 
and Ranching Act of 2025 Support Introduced

S. 1481 (Wicker) Lifting Our Communities through Advance Liquidity for Lifting Our Communities through Advance Liquidity for 
Infrastructure (LOCAL Infrastructure) ActInfrastructure (LOCAL Infrastructure) Act SupportSupport Introduced

H.R. 1255 (Kustoff) Investing in Our Communities Act Support Introduced

S. 1246 (Tillis) FEMA Independence Act of 2025 Support Introduced

H.R. 4733 (Sorensen) Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program 
Establishment Act

Support and 
Amend Introduced

H.R. 3572 (Valadao) Farm to Market Road Improvement Act Support and 
Amend Introduced

S. 1413 (Padilla) To authorize additional funding for the San Joaquin River 
Restoration Settlement Act Support Introduced

S. 1477 (Padilla)  
H.R. 2945 (Lieu) Housing for All Act of 2025 Support and 

Amend Introduced

H.R. 6422 (Stauber) American Water Stewardship Act Support Introduced

S. 3693 (Cortez Masto) Large-Scale Water Recycling Program Reauthorization Act Support Introduced

H.R. 4593 (Fry) Saving Homeowners from Overregulation With Exceptional 
Rinsing (SHOWER) Act Oppose Passed House

H.R. 6641 (Gray) Central Valley Water Solution Act Support Introduced

H.R. 6984 (Menendez) Data Center Transparency Act Support Introduced

H.R. 5566 (Carbajal)
S. 3590 (Blunt Rochester) Water Infrastructure Resilience and Sustainability Act Support Introduced

H.R. 7845 (Peters) Drought Relief Obtained Using Government Help Today 
(DROUGHT) Act Support Introduced

H.R. 4144 (Mullin) Groundwater Rise and Infrastructure Preparedness Act of 2025 Support Introduced

2025-26 Federal Legislation with Board-Approved Positions - continued
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Santa Clara Valley Water District

File No.: 26-0001 Agenda Date: 5/12/2026
Item No.: *13.1.

BOARD AGENDA MEMORANDUM

Government Code Section 84308 Applies:  Yes ☐   No ☒
(If “YES” Complete Attachment A)

SUBJECT: ..Title

Review the Fiscal Year 2026 Board Policy Planning Calendar.

RECOMMENDATION:..Recommendation

Review the Fiscal Year 2026 Board Policy Planning Calendar.

SUMMARY:
This item provides the Board an opportunity to review the Fiscal Year 2025 Board Policy Planning
Calendar (FY26 Board Calendar) and identify appropriate items for Board Committee work plans for
discussion and feedback to the Board.

The current FY26 Board Calendar containing the Board work plan items is attached for Board review.

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE IMPACT:
The FY26 Board Calendar is not subject to environmental justice analysis.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
There is no financial impact associated with this item.

CEQA:
The recommended action does not constitute a project under CEQA because it does not have the
potential for resulting in direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment.

ATTACHMENTS:
Attachment 1: FY26 Board Calendar

UNCLASSIFIED MANAGER:..Manager
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Fiscal Year 2026 VALLEY WATER BOARD POLICY PLANNING CALENDAR 
 

Board Meetings                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             5-7-2026  
R = Regular 
S = Special 
C = Committee  
X = Closed   

Fiscal Year 2026 Board Work Plan Committee July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June 

1. Protect and maintain existing assets and 
infrastructure and advance new projects.                

2. Improve internal capability to negotiate and acquire 
regulatory permits.               

3. 
Educate and engage the community, elected officials 
and interested parties on our management of water 
resources in Santa Clara County. 

Joint meeting with City of San Jose   S           

Environmental Partners Meeting 
Environmental 

Partners Working 
Group 

 C   C    C C   

4. Explore and pursue diversified, sustainable and cost-
effective water storage opportunities. 

Sites Reservoir WSDM Committee  C    C    C/R   C R 

Sisk Dam Raise Reservoir WSDM Committee         R  C  

Groundwater Banking Opportunities WSDM Committee       C    C  

5. Secure existing water supplies and water supply 
infrastructure.  

Water Supply Master Plan    R  R        

Urban Water Management Plan WSDM Committee        C   C R 

Delta Conveyance Project              

6. Lead Purified Water Efforts with committed partners. Potable Reuse Partnership with City of San 
Jose RWC, JRWPAC C C / S C    C   C / R C C C C / R 

7. Complete the Anderson Dam Seismic Retrofit 
Project.  

Anderson Dam Tunnel Project CIP Committee C / R C C C  C C  C C C C 

Anderson Dam Seismic Retrofit Project  CIP Committee C R R R   C   R C  

8. Make water conservation a California way of life in 
Santa Clara County.  Water Conservation Program Updates WSDM Committee  C  C      C C C 

9. 

Protect people and property from flooding in all regions 
of the County, by applying a comprehensive, integrated 
watershed management approach that balances  
environmental quality, environmental justice, 
sustainability, and cost.  

Watershed Master Plans Board Policy and 
Monitoring Committee           C  

Stream Maintenance Program (SMP3) EIR           R   
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Fiscal Year 2026 VALLEY WATER BOARD POLICY PLANNING CALENDAR 
 

Board Meetings                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             5-7-2026  
R = Regular 
S = Special 
C = Committee  
X = Closed   

 
 

 
 
 
 

Fiscal Year 2026 Board Work Plan Committee July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June 

10. 

Plan and design projects with multiple benefits, 
including protecting ecosystem  
functions, enhancing habitat, and improving 
connectivity in all regions of the County. 

             

 
 
 
 
 
 

  11. Protect creeks, bay, and other aquatic ecosystems 
from threats of pollution and degradation. Review of WRPZ Ordinance Implementation Environmental Creek 

Cleanup Committee       C      

12. Complete and implement the Fisheries and Aquatic 
Habitat Collaborative Effort (FAHCE) agreement.  

FAHCE Implementation Update Stream Planning and 
Operations Committee     C   C   C  

Project Site Visits Stream Planning and 
Operations Committee           C  

 13. 

Protect waterways and facilities from encampment 
impacts while collaborating with community partners 
and supporting regional efforts to reduce 
homelessness. 

Review of WRPZ Ordinance Implementation Environmental Creek 
Cleanup Committee       C      

 14. 

Protect the safety of Valley Water staff, residential 
neighbors, and unsheltered individuals by working 
independently and in partnership with law 
enforcement agencies. 

Review of WRPZ Ordinance Implementation Environmental Creek 
Cleanup Committee       C      

  15. Address future impacts of extreme weather events to 
Valley Water’s mission and operations. Greenhouse Gas Reduction Plan Board Policy and 

Monitoring Committee            R 

16.  

Maintain appropriate staffing levels and expertise, 
prioritize the safety of our staff, and build and sustain 
a collaborative working environment for all staff and  
partners while ensuring fair employment. 

Vacancy Status, Recruitment, and Retention 
Efforts           R   

17.  Provide affordable and cost-effective level of 
services. 

Grant Status Update Reports  R  R  R  R 
 

R  R  

Annual Audit Workplan Approval Board Audit 
Committee     C R  

 
    

18.  Other Notable Policy and Board Actions Legislative Proposals and Guiding Principles      R   
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Fiscal Year 2026 VALLEY WATER BOARD POLICY PLANNING CALENDAR 
 

Board Meetings                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             5-7-2026  
R = Regular 
S = Special 
C = Committee  
X = Closed   

 
Items Regularly Monitored by Board July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June 

1. BAO Performance X      X      

2. BAO Compensation            X/R 

3.  Board Expense Report R   R   R   R   
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