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BOARD AGENDA MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT:
Request to Governor Brown to Rename the State Health Building after Dr. Mario G. Obledo, a
Dedicated Civil Rights and Social Justice Leader.

RECOMMENDATION:
A. Consider request from Chair Santos to send a letter to Governor Brown requesting that the

State Health Building in Sacramento be renamed after Dr. Mario G. Obledo; and
B. Authorize Chair to sign and send letter.

SUMMARY:
Dr. Mario G. Obledo, was a devoted leader of Civil Rights affairs for more than 50 years.  He worked diligently to advance
the civil rights and humanitarian causes that concerned Hispanics in our nation.

Dr. Obledo was a co-founder of MALDEF (Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund), and the Hispanic
National Bar Association, and instrumental in gaining national attention and support for these organizations. He was also
founder and held the position of President of the National Coalition of Hispanic Organizations, as well as Co-Founder of
the Southwest Voter Registration Project.

As California Secretary of Health and Welfare, Dr. Obledo was significant in getting thousands of Hispanics into state
government.  He is credited for opening doors of employment, freedom, challenge and opportunity to all Americans, and
assuring us of a stronger and more perfect union.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
There is no financial impact associated with this item.

CEQA:
The recommended action is a ministerial action and thus is not subject to the requirements of CEQA.

ATTACHMENTS:
Attachment 1:  Proposed Letter

UNCLASSIFIED MANAGER:
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Michele King, 408-630-2711
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